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CHAP.  I. 

In  which  our  Hero  encounters  a  series 
of  adventures,  equally  dangerous^ 
surprising  J  and  pleasing. 

Among  many  other  excellent  precepts 
inculcated  in  our  liero*s  mind  by  his 
venerable  tutor/ was  that  of  learning  to 
encourage,  in  all  situations^  however 
distressing,  a  disposition  to  be  comfort- 
edj  and  always  to  look  on  the  bright 
side  of  things.  Thus^  whilst  he  took  a 
retrospective  view  of  his  numerous  mis- 
fortunes^ he  had  the  consolation  of  re- 
flecting that  scarcely  an  accident  had 
befallen  him  that  had  not  contributed  to 
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bis  stock  of  useful  worldly  experience, 
and  that  had  not  either  corrected  his 
passions,  or  fortified  his  mind  against 
the  severer  visitations  of  sickness^  dis- 
gracCj  or  poverty. 

^'  The  atrociousness  of  Gullum's  con- 
dudt^  though  it  had  reduced  him  to  the 
greatest  extremities^  he  now  endeavour- 
ed to  forget  in  contemplating  the  dis- 
interested generosity  of  the  worthy 
Thomas  Tappum^  and  pursued  his 
journey^  comforting  himself  with  the 
reflection  that,  however  galling  were 
the  distresses  he  had  undergone,  ^^ey 
had  not  been  brought  upon  him  by  his 
own  wilful  misconduct.  In  the  midst 
of  these  contemplations,  he  began  io 
wonder  that  the  Exeter  coach  had  not 
overtaken  him  :  but  lest  our  readers 
should  wonder  too,  it  becomes  necessary 
for  us  to  make  a  digression. 

It  is  the  fate  of  all  absent  men,  (by 
which  phrase  I  would  be  understood  to 
mean  all  those  who  hold  too  abstracted 
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an    intercourse    with    their    minds)    to 
forget  what  they  are   doing  with  their 
bodies.     This  was  the  case  with  *  Will 
Honeycomb^    when  he   threw  his  watch 
into  the  Thames^  and    put  the  pebble  in 
his  pocket ;   and  this  was  the  case  of  our 
contemplative  hero^  who  happening  to 
come  to  a  spot  where  two  roads niet^  and 
seeing  a  direction  post  with   '^  London** 
and  *' Poole''    inscribed   uponit^   verj 
deliberatelj    took  the  road    io    Poole  I 
The    evening    beginning    to     close    in^ 
Ralph  was    no  longer   in    doubt   of  his 
having  missed  his  way.     Mortified,   al- 
most past   endurance,  at  the  vexatious 
circumstance,   he  conceived    he   had    a 
right   to   vent    reproaches   on    his   own 
carelessness  as  much  as  he  pleased,   and 
they  were  accordingly  vented  very  plen- 
tifully on  the   first  mile-stone  he  came 
to — the    rising  of  the  moon,    however, 
soon  gave  him  a  hint  that  his  time  would 
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be  better  employed  bj  returning  to  Sa- 
lisbury, and  to  bis  benefactor  Tom  Tap- 
pum.  With  this  resolution,  therefore, 
he  arose ;  but,  by  the  time  he  had 
walked  a  mile  and  a  half,  he  found  him- 
self so  fatigued  and  so  thirsty,  that  he 
was  glad  to  halt  at  a  very  decent  public 
house,  a  little  way  out  of  the  road,  in 
order  to  take  some  refreshment.  On 
entering,  and  desiring  to  be  shown  to  a 
room,  the  landlord  surveyed  him  with 
looks  of  curiosity  and  distrust:  and 
then  calling  to  two  or  three  fellows  that 
were  drinking  in  the  kitchen,  (and  who 
instantly  obeyed  the  summons)  pointed 
to  Reybridge,  and  asked  whether  they 
were  sure  that  that  was  not  the  lad  they 
were  in  Search  of.  ''  He  \"  cried  one  of 
the  fellows  holding  a  candle  to  Ralph's 
face — ^'  Noa,  noa,  friend  Buzzard — 
not  quite  so  young  in  inikity  neither — I 
ha  known  Teddy  Tenterhook,  myself, 
these  ten  years,  and  can  venter  to  say  a 
had  a  beard  afore   this  chicken   were 
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batched.*'  Rejbridge,  who  bad,  on 
proper  occasions,  bis  due  proportion  of 
spirit,  now  stalked  up  to  tbis  disceriiin^' 
publican^  and  conitracting  bis  animated 
countenance  i'.to  a  frown  of  great  seve- 
rity, desired  to  know  what  he  meant  by 
tbis  usage,  and  whether  he  took  bini  for 
a  highwayman  ?  The  sound  of  Ralph's 
voice,  and  the  manner  of  bis  address, 
completely  cowed  honest  Boniface.  '^  I 
ask.  pardon,,  sir,*'  replied  he,  ''  I  per-^i 
ceive  I  be  mistaken.  But  when  gentle- 
men travels  in  these  parts  on  foot,  and  so 
late  of  evenings  they  must  abide  by  the 
consequences.  -Many  as  good  looking 
a  man  as  your  honour  have  taken  me  in 
afore  now^  and  we  inn-keepers  can't  be 
too  much  on  our  guards  as  a  body  may 
say."  Our  hero  bad  been  too  recently 
duped  himself  by  external  appearances, 
not  to  feel  the  full  force  of  this  justifica- 
tion. ''  Well,  friend,"  replied  be,  ''  I 
confess  you  have  some  reason  on  your 
side.     However,  1  can  assure  you,  that 
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your  apprehensions  about  me  are  per- 
fectly groundless  ;  I  have  unfortunately 
missed  the  Exeter  coach  by  wandering 
out  of  my  way^  and  as  I  am  too  tired  to 
return  to  Salisbury  to  nighty  if  you  can 
accommodate  me  with  some  supper  and 
a  bed^  I  shall  be  glad."  Ralph  then 
ordered  his  favourite  dish^  a  roast  fowl 
and  egg  sauce^  and  mine  host,  with 
many  bows^  retired. 

Two  countrymen  now  walked  into  the 
housCj  and  began  a  conversation  which 
attracted  the  whole  of  Reybridge's  at- 
tention. Indeed  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  avoid  hearing  every  thing  they 
'saidj  as  the  tap-room  was  only  separated 
by  a  thin  wainscot  from  his  own. 
''  Dong  it/'  says  one^  '*  but  the  little 
jade  made  as  much  a  to  do,  as  thof  a 
gang  of  robbers  had  got  hold  on  her. 
And  sartain  sure  Sir  Frederick  was 
wounded  civil  and  parlite.  Warn't  he. 
Jemmy  ?"  '^  Eh,  eh/*  replied  Jemmy, 
*'  He  be   parlite    enow  to    the  pretty 
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girlsj  but  as  sour  as  a  crab  to  every 
body  else.  Well,  but  Dick,  I  be  told 
she  be  a  lady  of  fashion,  and  if  that  be 
the  case,  what  right  had  Sir  Frederick 
to  force  her  against  her  will  ?  if  she 
were  one  of  our  poor  country  wenches 
not  worth  sixpence,  indeed,  that  would 
alter  the  case."  ''  Oh  V  replied  Dick, 
''for  the  matter  o'that,  sheil  come  to  I 
warrant.  The  baronet  beant  so  easily 
flung  out  when  the  game's  in  view." 
Our  youth  had  frequently  perused, 
(with  all  that  delight  and  admiration 
which  the  immortal  work  almost  always 
excites,)  the  Adventures  of  Don  Quix- 
ote ;  nor  was  he  less  conversant  with 
those  other  works  of  wit  and  fancy, 
which  so  happily  blend  the  ''  utile 
dulci,"  and  warm  the  imagination.  He 
was,  besides,  possessed  of  great  natural 
courage,  and  would  have  spurned  at  the 
idea  of  his  own  personal  safety  in  the 
cause  of  his  religion,  his  country,  or  his 
fellow-creature  in  distress.     No  sooner. 
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therefore,  did  the  conversation^  as  above, 
meet  his  earSj  than^  starting  up,  he  en- 
tirely foi;^ot  bis  fatigue  and  hunger, 
and  thought  of  nothing  but  how  he 
should  rescue  the  damsel  from  the  hands 
of  her  ravisher.  Possessed  of  this  idea^ 
he  darted  into  the  tap-room^  and 
roundly  demanded  of  the  two  fellows  he 
had  seen  enter  the  house,  if  they  served 
this  Sir  Frederick  they  had  been  talking 
about, — and  who  the  lady  was  he  had 
forced  away  ? — The  clods,  who  were 
servants  to  a  neighbouring  farmer^  start- 
ed at  this  sudden  address,  and  appre- 
hending that  Ralph,  by  his  appearance, 
might  be  some  gentleman  in  pursuit  of 
the  fair  one  in  question,  were  for  march- 
ing oflf ;  prudently  concluding,  that,  as 
the  baronet  was  the  landlord  of  the 
estate  on  which  their  master  was  a 
tenant,  it  would  neither  be  for  their  own 
or  his  interest  to  be  seen  in  the  business. 
Tliis  movement,  however,  Reybridge 
would  by  no  means  allow,  and  peremp- 
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torily  insisted  upon  knowing  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  affair.  This  command 
being  accompanied  by  a  very  bright 
half-crown,  to  be  divided  between  them 
on  their  telling  the  truth,  no  further 
hesitation  was  made;  and  Dick,  the 
fellow  that  had  been  first  spokesman, 
began  as  follows  : 

*'  Why^  Sir,  the  long  and  short  of  the 
matter  is  this  here.  As  I  and  Jemmy 
was    returning,    as   it   might    be,    from 

B fair;  just  as  we  had  got  within 

sight  of  the  lane  that  leads  down  to 
Coverley-lodge  (for  that's  the  name  of 
Sir  Frederick  Lorimer's  place)  we  seed 
a  smartish  carriage  On  the  road,  and  two 
or  three  of  the  baronet's  servants  about 
it.  So,  savs  I  to  Jemmy,  /Jemmy 
what's  in  the  wind,  now,  sajsl?'  (fir 
you  must  know.  Sir,  that  the  baronet  is 
one  of  the  most  fashfonablest  gentlemen 
about  town,  a;!d  will  run  any  rig  altera 
pretty  girl.)  Vt  ell  :  Jemmy  agreed  wi' 
I,  that  a  was  running  a  rig;   and^    sure 
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enough^  when  we  came  near  the  carriage 
we  seed  Sir  Frederick  himself  with  a  very 
prett}^  young  ladj — (very  pretty,  warn't 
she.  Jemmy  ? )  under  his  arm  ;  but  we 
seed  she  was  crying  very  much,  and 
"'twas  as  much  as  the  baronet  could  do, 
to  persuade  her  to  go  along  wi'un.  I  be 
sure  she  must  be  a  quality  lady,  for  she 
had  a  fine'  blue  riding  habit  on,  trim- 
med all  over  with  gould  and  silver,  and 
her  maid  was  wi'  her,  who  did  nothing 
but  cry  out  and  abuse  Sir  Frederick, 
saying,  that  her  poor  young  lady  would 
be  ruinated  ;  and,  then  seeing  us,  she 
begged,  if  we  was  Christians,  that  we 
would  reske  her  dear  lady  from  the  vil- 
lain 1  I  be  sure,  when  I  heard  her  call 
Sir  Frederick  such  a  hard  name,  my 
hair  stood  all  up  an  end  ;  but  he  only 
laughed,  and  told  his  servants  to  treat 
her  civilly;  which,  sure,  was  very  hu- 
mane and  christian-like,  as  'twas  re- 
turning good  for  evil,  which  is  what  our 
parson  do  recommend  us  from  the  pul- 
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pit  every  Sunday.  Well,  Sir,  and  so, 
some  how  or  'tother,  by  hook  or  by 
crook,  they  wer^  carried  off  to  Coverley- 
lodge/' — ''  And  is  this  all  you  know  of 
the  matter  ?"  asked  Ralph.— ^^  The 
whole  truth,  indeed.  Sir,'*  replied  the 
fellow,  ^'  as  Pve  a  soul  to  be  saved  ! 
Ask  Jemmy,  else." — ''  And  you  don't 
know  who  this  lady  is  ?'*  continued  our 
hero. — ''  Nothing  at  all.  Sir,  I  assure  'e/' 
replied  Dick,  ''  only  that  she  be  a 
stranger  in  these  parts/' — Ralph,  now 
summoning  the  landlord,  offered  him 
two  guineas,  if  he  would  let  him  have 
a  chaise,  and  a  brace  of  pistols,  or  a 
sword  !  He  then  promised  the  country- 
men five  shillings,  in  addition  to  the 
half  crown,  if  they  would  conduct  him 
to  the  end  of  the  lane  they  had  men- 
tioned, and  a  guinea  to  boot  if  they 
would  assist  him  in  rescuing  the  lady. 
But  Boniface  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  comply  with  these  terms,  when 
he  heard  for  what  purpose  the  chaise 
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Vv'as  wanted.  His  horses  were  ail  knocks 
cd  up,  and>  as  for  pistols,  he  was  a  man 
of  peace,  and  never  suffered  such  dan- 
gerous weapons  to  come  within  his 
doors.  The  honest  publican  did  not, 
however,  recollect  at  the  time  he  was 
speaking,  that  there  happened  to  be  a 
brace,  together  with  a  blunderbuss,  over 
the  very  fire-place  where  he  was  stand- 
ing. These,  our  adventurous  hero, 
jumping  upon  a  chair,  instantly  seized, 
and  hastened  with  them  to  his  own 
room.  A  confused  noise  was  now  heard 
on  the  outside  of  the  house,  which  was 
immediately  after  filled  by  a  set  of  jolly 
souls,  who,  from  their  mode  of  saluting 
the  landlord,  Reybridge  conjectured  to 
be  sailors.  In  a  moment  it  occurred  to 
him,  that  these  sons  of  the  ocean  would 
no  more  refuse  to  engage  in  the  service 
of  the  fair,  than  in  that  of  king  George 
himself.  Flushed,  therefore,  \^ijh  the 
idea,  he  again  made  his  appearance  in 
the  tap. room  ;  but  the  greater   part  of 
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the  company  had  retired  to  the  kitchen. 
Only  one^  an  elderly  man,  was  standing 
with  his  face  to  the  fire^  who,  on  Ralph's 
approach,  turning  round,  discovered  the 
iron  features  of  honest  Joe  Grappling. 
No  sooner  did  the  old  tar  behold  our 
hero,  than,  dashing  a  quid  from  his 
mouth,  he  ran  and  hugged  him  in  his 
arms  with  great  affection,  nor  was  Rey- 
b ridge  backward  in  returning  the  em- 
brace. '^  Odd's  heart.  Sir,"  cried  Joe, 
*''  I  be  main  glad  to  see  thee  1  May  I 
never  swing  in  a  hammock  again,  if  I 
baint  !— But  this  is  a  queer  place  to 
find  *e  in,  too,  Sir;  no  foul  winds  I 
hope  ?  No  taking  aback,  hey,  Mr.  Rey- 
bridge  ?  If  so  be  that  be  the  case,  d'ye 
see,"  (drawing  a  leathern  bag  from  his 
pocket)  '''mayhap,  there  be  enough  in 
this  purse.'*  *" 

Here  Ralph  interrupted  his  friend,  by 
assuring  him  that  he  was  under  no  pe- 
cuniary distress  at  present  :  *'  But,^' 
continued  he,  '^  answer  me  one  question^ 
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Grappling:  Are  you^  and  your  compa- 
nions at  liberty,  for  a  few  hours,  to  as- 
sist me  in  a  trifling  service  }" — ''  Free 
as  a  fleet  of  ships  before  the  wind.  Sir/' 
replied  Joe,  ''  and  was  bound  for  the 
port  of  Lunnun  ;  but  we  are  now  ready 
to  stand  on  any  other  ta(  k  you  do  choose. 
You  must  know,  your  hoi  our,  that 
since  1  seed  you  at  dock.  I  received  in- 
telligence, d'ye  see,  tliat  an  old  aunt, 
(a  sister  of  my  mother's)  had  broached 
to  at  Poole,  in  her  8(/th  year,  and  left 
my  dear  Sail  and  I  ^150,  bh  ss  her  old 
heart.  And  so,  d'ye  see,  Tve  bin  for 
some  of  the  legacy,  and  the  rest  I  shall 
get  at  Lunnun,  if  the  wind  continues 
fair,  and  old  Crankum,  the  attorney, 
dos'nt  fobb  me  off*  with  his  law  jargon." 
— I  am  truly  rejoiced  at  your  good  for- 
tune, Joe,"  returned  Reybridge  :  '^  but 
now,  will  you  and  your  shipmates  assist 
me  to  rescue  a  lady  from  the  hands  of  a 
villain,  that,  for  aught  I  know,  isj  at 
this  moment^  meditating  her  ruin^  if  he 
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lias  not  already  effected  it  ?"  At  this  in* 
timatiou.  Grappling  instantly  applying 
his  fingers  to  his  lips^  made  the  house 
ring  again  with  a  whistle  that  would 
not  have  disgraced  the  far-famed  in- 
strument of  the  illustrious  Tom  Pipes 
himself.  Four  stout  sailors  immedi- 
ately appeared,  and  then  Ralph  ac- 
quainted them  with  all  the  circumstances 
before  mentioned,  not  forgetting  the 
landlord's  shuffling  behaviour,  ut  which 
the  jolly  tars  expressed  great  indigna- 
tion, and  Grappling,  stalking  up  to  the 
abashed  publican,  (who  had  also  at- 
tended to  the  summons  of  the  whistle.) 
''  And  so,  brother,"  said  he,  ''  I  find 
that  you  have  refused  your  assistance  to 
this  brave  gentleman,  to  enable  him, 
d'ye  see,  to  give  chase  to  a  pirate  !  I  do 
only  wish  I'd  a  bin  alongside,  that's 
all-^I  only  wish  I  had.  Many's  the 
time,  and  oft,  that  I  and  my  shipmates 
have  put  in  here  for  fresh  provisions, 
and  a  little  grog,  but  we  shall  steer  for 
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another  harbour  in  future,  and  so  you 
may  keep  a  good  look  out  a- head  for 
fresh  traders^  if  you  like/*  Here  our 
hero  interposed;,  seeing  honest  Boniface 
a  little  down  in  the  mouth  on  the  occa- 
sion, (for  Joe  and  his  messmates  had 
been  valuable  customers  to  him)  and 
pleaded  his  cause  so  effectually,  that 
Grappling  promised  to  overlook  what 
had  passed,  provided  a  post  chaise,  and 
a  couple  of  saddle  horses,  were  imme- 
diately got  ready.  Ihis  order,  there- 
fore, the  landlord  readily  obeyed  ;  the 
rather,  as  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
Joe's  funds,  and  knew  that  the  greater 
part  would,  in  a  very  short  time,  be 
lodged  in  his  own  strong  box.  In  a  lit- 
tle time  our  adventurers  were  ready  to 
depart,  putting  themselves  under  the 
command  of  our  youthfnl  hero.  The 
postillion  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  lane  we  have  before  mentioned, 
leading  to  Coverley-lodge.  The  chaise, 
accordingly,    went  first,  in  which   was 
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Ralph,  armed  with  abrace  of  pistols,  and 
Joe,  with  his  faithful  bludgeon,  which  he 
swore  he  could  do  more  execution  with, 
should  it  be  necessary,  than  all  the  blun- 
derbusses in  the  Tower.     Bj  the  side  of 
the  chaise,  on  the  horses,  rode    two  of 
Joe's  comrades,  and  the  other  two  had 
taken  post  behind  it,  armed  with  simi- 
lar weapons   of  defence.     Having  pro- 
ceeded about  a  mile.  Grappling  called 
to  the  postillion,    (who,  it  was  easy   to 
perceive,  had  been  fortifying  his  spirits 
for  their  perilous  journey,  with  a  glass 
extraordinary)    to    mind  his  helm,  and 
keep  a  good  look  out  a-head  ; — instruc- 
tions that  Clodpole  understood  about  as 
well  as  his  horses.     The  night  had  not 
been    very   favourable  to    their   adven- 
ture  in    the    beginning  ;    but,    by  this 
time,  the  clouds  were  nearly' all  dispers- 
ed, and   a  friendly    moon    shone  in  full 
splendour.  At  length  the  postillion  stop- 
ped at   the  lane   which  he    said    would 
guide   them  to  Sir  Frederick's   house; 


18  RALPH    REYBRIDGE. 

that  they  must  go  on  till  they  came  to 
a  great  green  gate  to  the  right,  and  this 
gate  opened  into  a  large  avenue  of  trees^ 
which  led  directly  to  the  lodge. 

A  council  of  war  was  now  called, 
when  it  was  determined,  that  one  of  the 
party,  (in  case  of  accidents  from  a 
premature  discovery  of  their  designs) 
should  go  on  first  to  reconnoitre  the 
premises,  and  ascertain  the  strength  of 
the  enemy — a  service  that  our  hero, 
notwithstanding  Joe's  remonstrances, 
resolved  to  undertake  himself.  Having, 
therefore,  carefully  examined  his  pis- 
tols, and  borrowed  a  bludgeon,  he  pro- 
ceeded down  the  lane,  the  chaise  mov- 
ing slowly  after.  In  less  than  ten  mi- 
nutes he  was  stopped  by  the  green  gate 
before  mentioned,  of  which  circum- 
stance haviog  given  due  information  to 
Grappling  and  his  party,  by  a  signal 
previously  agreed  upon,  he  opened 
the  same,  and  continued  his  walk 
along  the   avenue,  till  he  came  in  full 
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flew  of  a  very  elegaQt    mansion^,  near 
the  entrance   of*  which,    a  lady,   appa- 
rently young  and  beautiful,  was  sitting 
in  com  Dan  V  with  a  o:entlenian,  and  both 
in  earnest  conversation.     The  question 
with  Reybridge,    now,  was,  whether  he 
should  discover  himself  and  demand  the 
restoration  of  the  fair  one,    or  whether 
he  should    return   to    his    companions. 
On  a  closer   observation  of  the  young 
lady,   he,  however,    observed   that  she 
showed  no  signs,  whatever,  of  uneasiness 
in  the  presence  of  her  supposed   perse- 
cutor ;  on  the  contrary,  that  she  laughed 
at  something  he  said,   and  at  length  re- 
tired with  him  in  a  very  cordial  manner, 
into  the  house.      The  conclusion  Ralph 
drew  from  these  appearances,  was,  that 
Ihe  lady  had,  at  lengthy   been  prevailed 
upon  to   overcome  her    aversion ;    and 
that  the  happy  Sir  Frederick  was  bear- 
ing her  off  a  fair   conquest.     He  was 
almost  persuaded  this  must  be  the  case  ; 
as  the  lady  seemed  to  answer  exactly  the 
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description  given  of  her  ;  and  the  gentle- 
man  could  be  no  other  than  the  master 
of  the  house,    as  the  servants  had   been 
frequently  summoned   by  hini^  and  sent 
on  different   errands.      A    violent  noise 
from  the  house^  and  a  sudden  ringing  of 
bells    prevented,    however,    all   further 
consideration,   and  he  was  rushing  for- 
ward, when  the  hoarse,  and  well  kaown 
voice    of  Grappling  assailed    him  from 
behind,     and     checked     his     pr(»gress. 
'*  Huzza!  Sir  ?"  cried  he  in  a  half  whis- 
per,  "  The   prize  is  recovered  !    We  ha 
got  her  safe  in  tow,  but  we  must  clap  on 
all   sail,  for  I  doubt  the  pirate  will  else 
bear  down  on  us  with  a  heavier  w^eight 
of  metal  than  we   thou;^ht  for,   and   we 
may  lose  her  again  in  spite  of  our  oaken 
towels/'     Our   hero   was  astonished  at 
this  intelligence  ;  but,  as  no  time  w  as  to 
be  lost,  he  brandished  his  bludgeon,  and 
followed  Grappling  as  fast  as  he  could 
by  a  short  cut  to  the  green  gate.     Here, 
liovrever,  they  perceived  a  party  of  ser- 
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lanfs  with  their  master  at  the  head,  and 
whom  Ralph  instantly  recollected  to  be 
the  same  person  he  had  seen  in  conversa- 
tion with  the  lady.-— Turning'  therefore 
to  his  companion,  he  hastily  demanded 
if  he  were  sure  that  the  lady  his  com- 
rades had  rescued  went  away  willingly 
with  them! — Joe  vowed  that  she  did, 
and  that  she  frequently  exclaimed  '^  Oh  ! 
save  me  from  the  wretch,  good  people, 
and  you  shall  be  well  rewarded  \" — Our 
two  adventurers  had  now  opened  the 
gate,  and  were  making  towards  the 
chaise,  which  was  waiting  at  a  little 
distance,  when  Reybridge  received  a 
violent  blow  on  the  side  of  his  head 
which  almost  stunned  him ;  but  the 
compliment  was  returned  with  such  in- 
terest by  Grappling,  that  three  of  the 
party  (one  of  whom  appeared  to  be  the 
master  himself,)  were  now  laid  sprawl- 
ing. The  sailors  who  had  been  guarding 
the  lady  in  the  chaise,  now  thought  it 
was  high  time  to  hasten  to  the  scene  of 
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action,     which    thev    did,     brandishing 
their  cudgels,  and  a  most  dreadful  battle 
ensued.     During  the  contentions  several 
pistols  were  fired,  but,  happily,  without 
effect.     The  moon   being   nearly  down^ 
the    contesting    parties   could     scarcely 
distinguish    friends  from    foes,  and   the 
consequences   might  have    proved  very 
fatal  to  some  of  the  combatants,  had  not 
our  hero,  perceiving  the  arch  ravisher, 
ran  up  to  him,  and  presenting  a  pistol  to 
his  breast,  declared  he  would  put  him 
to  death  if  he  did  not  instantly  desire  his 
servants    to   desist,    and   return    to    the 
house.      After  some   hesitation,  and    an 
ine^ictual    struggle    to    get    from    our 
hero's   gripe,   the  other  was  obliged  to 
comply   with    this   requisition,    and    in 
consec^uence   his    myrmidons   made  the 
best  of  their    way  back   to   the    lodge. 
Sir    Frederick,    now,    (for    it   was   the 
baronex  himself)  offered  the  conquerors 
whatever  ransom  they   pleased  for  the 
young  lady  in  the  chaise;,  but  the  gen«- 
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rous  tars  rejected  bis  bribes  with  dis- 
daiiij  and  Grappling,  advising  our  bero 
not  to  let  tbe  wortbj  gentleman  loose 
till  tbe  lady  was  safe  from  tbe  possibility 
of  a  second  attack  It  was  previously 
settled  tbat  sbe  sbould  be  conducted 
under  convoy  of  Joe's  four  comrades  to 
the  Ship,  Cwbicb  was  the  name  of  tbe 
public  house  they  had  quitted]  and  put 
under  the  protection  of  tbe  landlord's 
wife.  Tbe  chaise  accordingly  proceed- 
ed as  fast  as  tbe  horses  could  go,  till 
Ralph  conjectured  they  might  be  near 
the  inn  ;  he  then,  without  condescending 
to  speak  to  the  wretch  be  still  held  by 
the  collar,  shook  him  off,  and  mounting 
one  horse  and  Grappling  the  other,  fol- 
lowed tbe  chaise.  As  our  travellers 
p-alloned  all  tbe  wav  they  overtook  the 
prize  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
inn,  and  Ralph  was  extremely  pleased  to 
observe  that  the  honest  sailors  had,  nei- 
ther of  them,  encroached  upon  the  deli- 
cacy  of  their    fair  charge,  having   all 


24  RALPH    REYBRIDGE.  ' 

stationed  tliemsehes  on  the  outside. 
Mine  best  of  the  Ship  and  his  good 
dame  were  upon  the  look-out  for  the 
return  of  the  chaise^  little  expecting  the 
success  of  the  expedition.  But  when 
Grappling  riding  up  bade  the  bostess 
prepare  accommodations  for  the  lady, 
they  could  not  suppress  their  astonish- 
ment !  Our  hero  now  alighting,  ran  to  the 
chaise,  from  whence  he  banded  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  interesting 
figures  bis  eyes  bad  ever  beheld.  She 
was  equipped  in  a  fashionable  riding 
dress  ;  her  hair  was  dishevelled;,  and 
hung  in  ringlets  down  her  back,  and 
forehead,  half  concealing  a  countenance 
and  features  which  caused  Ralph's  blood 
to  circulate,  and  bis  pulse  to  beat  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner.  In  shoit, 
gentle  readers,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
our  youth  betrayed  symptoms  of  fear 
and  trepidation  whilst  conducting  a  very 
lovely  girl  to  her  apartment,  though  be 
had   risked  his  life  against  ''  a  fearful 
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odds"  in  her  defence  ! — Some  casuists, 
among  the  softer  sex,  may  be  able  to 
account  for  this  phenomenon ;  we  shall 
not  venture  an  opinion. 

''  Gracious  heaven  '/'  exclaimed  the 
lovely  stranger  as  she  sunk  into  a  chair, 
''  to  what  misery,  to  what  degradation 
am  I  reduced  ? — And  you,  sir  ;*'  turn- 
ing to  Reybridge,  *'  do  you,  indeed, 
mean  to  rescue  me  from  this  villanous 
Sir  Frederick  ?  and  will  vou  complete 
your  generous  purpose,  and  restore  me 
to  my  friends  ? — But  where  am  I  now  ? 
in  a  common  inn  ?  good  God  ! — what 
will  become  of  me  ?"  ^'  Fear  nothing, 
madam,'*  replied  our  hero,  '^  I  will  de- 
fend you  at  the  hazard  of  my  life,  and 
safely  conduct  you  whithersoever  you 
shall  direct.  But  let  me  request  you 
will  take  some  rest  and  refreshment,  the 
mistress  of  this  house  is  ordered  to  at- 
tend you  to  the  best  chamber  it  affords, 
and  early  to-morrow  morning  a  post- 
chaise  shall  be  ready  ;  when,  if  you  will 
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periliit  nic,  I  will  have  the  honor  of 
placins:  you  under  the  protection  of 
your  friends,  where  you  may  be  secure 
from  the  farther  molestation  of  the 
villain  who  has  so  infamously  insulted 
you.'*  Rcybridge,  then,  without  wait- 
ing for  a  reply  in  the  present  agitated 
state  of  the  lady's  spirits,  withdrew,  aid 
mine  hostess  was  ordered  to  give  her 
iran.ediate  attendance,  whilst  the  maid 
of  the  house  went  to  prepare  the  fair 
stranger's  bed  chamber.  Ralph  having 
given  all  other  necessary  directions 
about  the  post-chaise,  flew  to  the  kit- 
chen, where  the  honest  lads  were  regal- 
ing after  their  adventure,  and  shaking 
each  by  the  hand  vowed  he  would  never 
forget  the  gallantry  of  their  conduct. 
As  for  Grappling,  he  embraced  him 
with  great  affection,  and  Joe  returned 
the  compliment,  observing  that  he 
wished  he  was  the  young  lady  for  his 
sake.  ^'  Odd's  heart,  "  continued  he,  ''I 
never  fell  in  with  so  fine   a  frigate  ! — 


RALPH    REYBRIDGE.  27 

Never,  since  I  knowed  how  to  box  the 
compass.  And  thof  she  seems  a  little 
disabled  in  her  rigging,  or  so,  yet  I 
should  not  like  to  be  obliged  to  grapple 
wi*  her  at  my  time  o*  life.  No,  no,  old 
Joe's  planks  are  starting  now,  but  you, 
Mr.  Reybridge,  are  a  tight  ship  just 
launched  into  the  ocean  of  life,  and  I 
wish  you  along-side  wi*  all  my  heart.'* 
This  piece  of  eloquence  was  accompa- 
nied by  many  expressive  winks  and 
leers,  and  then  the  worthy  veteran  tossed 
off  a  glass  of  grog  to  love  and  war.  The 
landlord,  now,  entered  i^e  kitchen  with 
a  little  note  from  the  young  lad)*  to 
Ralph,  who  opened  it  with  great  emo- 
tion, and  read  the  following  words  : 

''  Sir, 
''  The  great  obligation  you  have  laid 
upon  me,  in  preserving  me  from  dangers 
I  shudder  to  think  of,  and  the  subse- 
quent delicacy  of  your  conduct,  have 
determined  me  wholly  to  confide  in  your 

c2 
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honour^  and  to  accept  of  your  generous 
o'ffcr  of  conducting  me  to  my  friends. 
In  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  I  shall 
be  ready  to  pursue  my  journey.'* 

Ralph  having  perused^  and  reperused 
this  billet,  placed  it  within  the  secret 
folds  of  his  pocket-book,  with  as  much 
care  as  a  Mussulman  would  have  done 
one  of  the  leaves  of  the  koran :  then 
turning  to  Grappling  and  his  comrades 
requested  to  know  if  he  should  trespass 
too  much  on  their  good  nature  by  soli- 
citing their  further  assistance  in  g;uard- 
ing  the  young  lady  in  safety  to  her 
friends  ;  as  it  was  highly  probable^  Sir 
Frederick,  notwithstanding  the  treat- 
ment he  had  so  deservedly  received, 
might  be  tempted  to  renew  his  attack  in 
the  morning.  In  reply  to  this,  Joe 
looked  rather  reproachfully  at  our  hero, 
and  then  said,  '*  I  did  think,  Mr.  Rey- 
bridge,  as  how  you  had  a  better  opinion 
of  me  and  my  messmates,   here,  than  to 
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suppose,  that  having  rescued  such  a 
noble  frigate  from  the  hands  of  the 
enemjj  we  should  think  of  quitting  her 
till  we  had  carried  her  safe  into  port  !** 
— Our  hero  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
this  reprimand,  and  was  so  pleased  with 
the  prompt  acquiescence  of  the  other 
sailors,  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  par- 
take of  a  large  can  of  grog  that  mine  host 
had  just  placed  upon  the  table,  and  the 
bashful  goddess  of  the  morning  was 
necessarily  obliged  to  be  a  witness  of 
their  revelry  before  the  bowl  was  suf- 
fered to  remain  empty. 

And  now  the  landlord  having  inti- 
mated to  our  hero  that  there  \ras  the 
greatest  likelihood  of  the  baronet's  pur- 
suit, a  post-chaise  and  four  was  imme- 
diately ordered  from  Salisbury,  and 
fresh  horses  for  the  escort.  Indeed,  if 
fifty  conveyances  had  been  necessary  on 
the  present  occasion,  Ralph  would  have 
ordered  them,  without  once  reflecting 
that  his  whole  fortune  onlv  amounted  to 
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five  guineas   and    some  silver,   part   of 
which  was  already  the  landlord's  due. 

When  the  chaise^  and  post  horses  for 
Grappling  arid  his  friends  arrived,  the 
landlady  made  her  appearance,  and 
informed  Reybridge  that  the  pretty 
young  lady  was  ready  to  depart,  and 
she  believed  would  be  glad  of  his  com- 
pany. Upon  this,  Ralph  darted  out  of 
the  kitchen,  but,  before  we  bring  him 
again  into  the  presence  of  this  beautiful 
jstranger,  we  think  it  highly  proper  to 
put  an  end  to  the  chapter,  especially  as 
we  are  about  to  introduce  him  in  a  new 
character,  and  to  the  further  commiae- 
nation  of  our  readers. 
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CHAP.  IL 

The  Aiitlior  presumes  to  address  the  la- 
dies on  the  subject  of  love,  Ralph 
and  the  fair  stranger  begin  their  jour  - 
net/.  Some  vert/  interesting  expla- 
nations between  the  parties, 

I  HAVE  many  times,  in  the  course  of 
this  history,  secretly  lamented  the  pain- 
ful necessity  I  have  been  under  of  keep- 
ing my  hero  from  falling  in  love,  and  am 
aware  that  I  shal'  extort  from  the  lip» 
of  my  fair  readers  many  a  *'  pho/'  a 
^^ 'pshaw^  !'*  and  a '^  pish!'*  in  conse- 
quence, and  that  a  great  majority  will 
condemn  my  book  as  a  production  of 
the  kind  altogether  heterodox,  and  b/ 
no  means  a  proper  article  for  the  dear 
circulating  libraries.     As  the  darts  of 
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the  fell  urchin  are,  however,  now  about 
to  be  showered  upon  the  poor  youth  as 
fast  as  *'  mill  wheels  strike/'  I  shall 
hope  to  retrieve  my  credit,  especially  as 
I  can  assure  my  fair  friends  that  the  re- 
maining pages,  with  very  few  excep- 
lions,  will  exhibit  the  hero  writhing 
under  every  possible  torment  that  those 
fatal  shafts  are  capable  of  inflicting. 

If  Reybridge  was  captivated  by  the 
fair  stranger's  face,  at  a  time  when  dis- 
turbance and  distrust  had  stolen  the 
roses  therefrom,  how  was  he  now  fas- 
cinated, when,  on  entering  the  parlour, 
he  beheld  her  animated  countenance 
lighted  up  by  the  mingled  glow  of 
youth,  health,  beauty,  and  gratitude  ? 
Her  fears  were  now,  in  a  great  measure, 
dissipated,  and  three  hours  of  repose 
had  given  her  sufficient  strength  to  pur- 
sue her  journey.  As  our  hero  ap- 
proached, she,  with  a  smile  of  gracious 
encouragement,  begged  him  to  be  seat- 
ed.    *'  Believe  me.   Sir,''   said  she,   ''  I 
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feel,  as  I  ought,  the  obligation  I    owe 
you,  for  delivering    me  from    that  bad 
man.  Sir  Frederick  Lorimer.     You  are. 
Sir,  I   presume,  in  the   navy  ?''—^*^  No, 
Madam,''    replied    Ralphs     with   some 
embarrassment,  ''  I  have  not  that  honor. 
The   brave   sailors,  to   whom    you  are 
principally  indebted   for    your  deliver- 
ance, are  travellers  to   London.     I  for- 
tunately overheard  the  conversation  of 
two  country  fellows,  from  which  I  was 
apprized  of  your  danger  ;  and,  as  I  hap- 
pened to  know  one  of  the  tars,    an  old 
shipmate   of  mine,  they    all  cheerfully 
engaged  with  me,  in  attempting  your 
rescue.^' — ''  It  will  never,    I  fear,  Sir," 
rejoined   the  lady,    ''  be   in  my  power 
to '-'—''  Do  not.     Madam/'    inter- 
rupted he,  '^  do  not,  I  beseech  you,  speak 
more  of  obligations.     If  you  knew  the 
satisfaction  I  now    and  must  for   ever 
feel,  in  the  reflection  of  having  been  in- 
strumental to  your   safety,    you  would 
own  that  my  rew^ard  was  not  only  ade- 
c  5 
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quate^  but  infinitely  superior  to  my  ser- 
vices.    If,  however,  your  bounty  would 
increase  that  reward,  tell  me  only,  how 
I  may  further  engage  myself  in  your 
cause  ?  The  villain    who  has  wronged 
you,  shall  answer  for  his  unmanly  con- 
duct !''—^*   Let  me  beg  of  you.   Sir,'* 
replied  the  lady,  '^  not  to  think  of  such 
a  thing  :  the  excellent  man,  to  whom  I 
am  now  going,  and  who  has  been  to  me 
a  second  father,  will  preserve  me  from 
the  possibility  of  any  future  attack  ;  and 
as  to  what   has    passed,  the   object  of 
your   generous   indignation  is  too  vile 
and    contemptible     to   deserve   further 
notice/'         Our   hero    was     about    to 
make  a  suitable  rejoinder,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the  land- 
lord,  who  came   to.  tell  him  that  the 
chaise  was  ready.     '^  And,  Sir,*'  conti- 
nued he,  *'  might  I  advise,   you  would 
be  oflf  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  several  men, 
on   horseback,    have  gone  by,  and  one 
asked  if  I  had  seen  any  thing  of  a  chaise^ 
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and  a  lady  in  it."  This  intelligence  re- 
newing the  fair  stranger's  alarms^  Ralph 
hurried  out^  and  summoning  Grappling 
to  him,  enquired  if  he  had  seen  these 
horsemen,  and  of  what  force  they  were  ? 
<c  Why,  I  can't  say  for  sartain,'*  replied 
Joe,  '^for  I  never  seed  'um.  But,  what 
signifies,  we  must  keep  the  better  look 
out,  that's  all/'  Reybridge  was  now 
preparing  to  hand  his  beautiful  charge 
into  the  chaise,  when  he  recollected,  for 
the  first  time,  that  the  bill  was  not  dis- 
charged, and,  as  the  chaise  and  four, 
from  Salisbury,  was  included  therein, 
the  amount,,  altogether,  came  to  more 
than  half  his  little  fortune  ;  and,  as  the 
village  to  which  he  was  about  to  con- 
duct the  young  lady,  was  twenty  miles 
out  of  his  way,  he  saw  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  him  to  pursue,  af- 
terwards, his  journey  to  London,  with- 
out a  fresh  supply.  In  this  perplexity, 
however  grating  it  was  to  his  feelings, 
fee  was  obliged  to  come  to  an  explanatioa 
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with  Grappling,  to  whom  he  not  only 
related  the  villanj  of  Gullum,  but  the 
disinterested  liberality  of  honest  Tom 
Tappum. 

The  old  tar's  lips  quivered  with  rage 
at  the  account  of  the  swindler's  ex- 
ploits. ''  Let  me  fall  in  wi'un,  that's 
all  !''  cried  he^  shaking  his  bludgeon, 
^'  only  let  me  fall  in  wi'un  !  If  I  leave 
a  whole  timber  about'un^  may  the  next 
can  of  flip  be  my  poison  \"  Then,  un- 
bending liis  muscles  a  little^  and  draw- 
ing his  leathern  bag  from  his  pocket : 
'^  Harkee  !  Mr.  Reybridge  !  A  seaman 
will  hoist  his  boat  out,  d'ye  see,  to  save 
even  an  enemy  in  distress;  but  a  friend's 
misfortunes  he  should  consider  as  his 
own. — Odd's  heart.  Sir,  Vt'hy  I  do  owe 
all  I  ha'  got  to  you  !  For,  if  I'd  gone 
to  sea  in  the  Spitfire,  (thof  I  did'nt,  as 
3'Ou  well  know,  want  to  shirk  lieutenant 
Bampton)  why,  my  old  aunt,  that's 
gone  down,  would  ha'  prophecied  my 
death,  for  aught  I  do  know,   and  have 
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left  the  legacy  to   somebody   else  ;  for 
the  old  girl  was   rather  a  queerish  hip- 
pish   old  body,    and   was  always  seeing 
coffins  in  the   fire,  and   shrouds    in  the 
candle  !      But,    here.  Sir,"     presenting 
the  purse,    which  contained  thirty  gui- 
neas ;   '^  here's  all  I  ha'  got  at  present, 
till  I  gets  to  Lunnun,  where  you   shall 
ha'  the  rest,  if  so  be  you'll  tell  me  how 
I  shall  send  it  to   your  honour."     Rey- 
bridge  was  very  much  affected    by  this 
proof  of  his  old  shipmate's    gratitude  ; 
he  would    not,   however,   be   prevailed 
upon  to  take  more  than  ten  guineas,  as- 
suring  the  good  seaman  it    was  amply 
sufficient  to  answer  every  exigency. 

All  accounts  with  mine  host  and  hos- 
tess being  now  adjusted,  our  hero  con- 
ducted the  lady  to  the  chaise,  and, 
being  permitted  to  take  his  seat  by  her, 
the  party  proceeded  towards  Blandford, 
it  being  within   five  miles  of  that  town, 

at  a  place  called  P n,  that  the  friend 

of  our  young  lady  lived. 
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Ralph  had  now  an  opportunity  of 
contemplating,  without  danger  of  inter- 
ruption, the  beautiful  features  of  his 
lovely  companion;  and  so  fascinated 
was  he,  by  the  time  the  chaise  had  dri- 
ven two  milesj  that  he  entirely  forgot 
the  impropriety  of  indulging  this  dan-» 
gerous  pleasure,  at  so  delicate  a  junc- 
ture. Some  little  confusion,  however, 
on  the  part  of  the  lady,  restored  him  to 
his  senses ;  and,  after  apologizing  to  her 
for  an  absence  of  mind,  he  knew  not,  he 
said,  how  to  account  for,  he  ventured  to 
ask  her  if  her  friend  at  Petherton  was 
an  inhabitant  of  that  town. — ''  He  is, 
Sir,*'  replied  the  fair  stranger,  '^  the 
rector  of  the  village,  and  one  of  the 
best  of  men.'' — ''  A  clergyman.  Ma- 
dam, is  he  ?"  replied  our  hero  with  a 
sigh  1  ''  I  once  had  a  fiiend  of  that  sa- 
cred profession  :  perhaps  I  have  one  still. 
He,  too,  is  one  of  the  best  of  men.  Oh  ! 
my  revered  tutor,  may  I  still  hope  for 
your  forgiveness  ?"— Ralph  was  about 
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to  apologize  for  this  egotism,  when  his 
fair  companion,  looking  earnestly  at  him, 
and  blushing  extremely  ;  "  I  know  not 
what  it  is.  Sir,''  said  she,  ''  that  makes 
me  think,  notwithstanding  circumstances 
and  appearances,  your  name.  Sir — is  it 
it  not  Reybridge  r'—''  It  is.  Madam," 
replied  our  astonished  hero. — '*'  Indeed, 
Sir,''  continued  the  young  lady,  '^  I 
could  not  have  been  a  moment  in  doubt 
of  this  circumstance,  from  the  time  I 
first  saw  you,  had  I  not  lately  been  as- 
sured you  were  abroad;  so  exactly  do 
you  answer  to  the  description  I  have 
frequently  heard  given  of  you,  by  that 
venerable  friend,  who,  (unaccountable 
as  your  neglect  of  him  may  have  been ) 
has  never  ceased  to  love  you  1" — '^Gra- 
cious heaven!  Madam!"  exclaimed 
Reybridge,  ''  what  is  it  you  say  ?  You 
know  Mr.  Denham  then  ?  Perhaps — 
(and  yet  it  is  scarcely  possible)  it  is  to 
Ids  protection  I  am  now  about  to  con- 
sign you, — ^[  It  is,  indeed.   Sir/'  an** 
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swered  the  ladj^  ''  and  I  am  convinced 
I  shall  be  the  happy  cause  of  restoring 
to  his  affections  his  much  injured  pu- 
pil 1  Indeed,  Mr.  Rejbridge,  jour 
^vhole  conduct  too  clearly  proves  that 
you  have  both  been  vilely  imposed  upon. 
My  name.  Sir,  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
unknovvn  to  you  ;  it  is  Leybrook.'' — 
'^  Most  wonderful  V  replied  Ralph, 
'^  the  beautiful  ward  of  the  earl  of  Ar- 
dendale,  and — the  future  wife  of  his 
son,'*  our  poor  youth'was  going  to  say, 
but  the  words,  like  Macbeth's,  stuck 
in  his  throat.  For,  in  one  moment,  he 
saw  his  infant  affection  nipped  in  the 
bud,  and  no  longer  to  be  indulged,  but 
at  the  expence  of  his  honour. 

'^  Your  tutor.  Sir,*'  continued  Miss 
Leybrook,  ''  thinks  you  are  in  the  East 
Indies,  and  has  been  further  taught  to 
believe  you  owed  your  establishment, 
there,  to  the  bounty  of  the  person  who 
was  left  your  guardian.  Is  it  so.  Sir  ?** 
— ''  I  do  not  deny.  Madam/'  returned 
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I^alph^  '*^thatMr.  Valpine  supplied  me 
with  money,  but  whether  it  was  his 
owuj  or  the  property  of  another ^  re- 
mains yet  to  be  proved. — Of  Mr.  Den- 
ham's  forgiveness  of  my  former  follies, 
I  may  yet  then  venture^  you  say,  to 
flatter  myself;  for,  if  he  yet  loves,  he 
will  surely  forgive  me,  when  he  knows 
the  misfortunes  which  have  befallen  me. 
And  yet,  would  he  not  have  answered 
my  last  penitential  letter  ?'' — ''  Your 
last  letter  ?'*  exclaimed  Miss  Leybrook, 
''^  when  was  this  written?" — "  It  was 
written.  Madam/'  replied  Ralph,  ''just 
before  I  quitted  England." — '^  And  you 
had  written  several  prior  to  that  pe- 
riod ?"—'*^  Several,"  rejoined  our  hero, 
''  but  my  tutor  never  replying  to  them, 
I  had  reason  to  think  he  had  cast  me 
off  for  ever.  My  only  hope  is,  now, 
that  he  has  never  received  my  letters." 
— ^'  And  your  conjecture.  Sir,"  replied 
Miss  Leybrook,  ''  is  true.  Good  God  ! 
What  villany  is   this  !  You  have   the 
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copies  of  these  letters  ?'* — ^'  I  have,*^' 
replied  Ralph,  *'  but,  for  Heaven'* 
sake.  Madam,  keep  me  no  longer  in 
anxiety,  concerning  yourself !  How  ii 
it  I  see  a  young  lady  of  your  rank  and 
pretensions,  supported  by  such  pro- 
tection as  lord  Ardendale's,  thus  sepa- 
rated from  your  friends,  by  the  arti- 
fices of  an  infamous  libertine  ?  May 
not  there  be  a  similarity  in  our  fates  ? 
May  we  not  both  have  suffered  from 
the  same  treacherous  source  ?  Valpinc 
is  living  in  the  family  of  lord  Arden- 
dale  ;  is  he  not.  Madam  ?'*— ^'^  He  is. 
Sir,"  returned  Miss  Leybrook,  *^  but 
my  misfortunes  spring  from  a  dislike, 
which  I  cannot  surmount,  to  the  man, 
of  all  others  in  the  world,  it  would  have 
been  my  wish  to  have  honoured  and 
esteemed.  I  will  relate  some  circum- 
stances of  my  history  to  you,  Mr.  Rey- 
bridge  ;  you  will  then  judge  how  far  I 
may  be  justified  in  the  steps  I  have  taken, 
and  whether,  consistently  with  my  own 
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happiness^  or  safety,  I  could  have  done 
otherwise/' —  Ralph  having  expressed 
his  gratitude  for  so  charming  a  confi- 
dence, in  terms  as  polite  as  the  sensa- 
tions of  his  heart  would  permit^  the  beau- 
tiful ward  of  lord  Ardendale  began  aa 
will  be  set  forth  in  the  following  Chap- 
ter, 
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CHAP.    III. 

Miss  Lei/hrook  begins  her  liistory. — 
The  convoy  dismissed. 

"  On  the  death  of  my  beloved  grand- 
father/' said  she^  ^'  the  late  lord  Ley- 
brook,  I  was  left  sole  heiress  of  his  large 
estates  in  Northamptonshire.  In  his 
last  moments,  he  tenderly  pressed  me  to 
engage  ray  promise  that  I  would  unite 
my  fortunes  with  those  of  my  guardian's 
only  son,  the  present  lord  Westmere, 
provided  ray  affections  should  be  free, 
and  I  saw  nothing  in  his  lordship's  cha- 
racter which  should  give  me  just  rea- 
sons to  dislike  him.  '  1  will  not,  my 
dear  girl/  continued  this  indulgent  pa- 
rent, '  insist  upon  an  unconditional  en- 
gagement.—  But  the  earl  of  Arden- 
dale's  misfortunes  in  the  early  part  of 
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his  life  ; — (these  misfortunes  Mr  Rcy- 
hridge,  jou  are  perhaps  unacquainted 
with,  but  Mr.  Deoham  will  one  day  dis- 
close them  to  you  J  have  so  much  en- 
deared him  to  me,  that  I  could  wish,  if 
possible,  a  union  of  our  families.  If  any 
degrading  vices  or  follies  should  force 
you  to  despise  him,  I  absolve  you  :  — 
Do  not  marry  him.  But  then,  dear 
Louisa,  remember  not  to  disgrace  the 
dignity  of  your  family  by  bestowing 
your  affections  on  an  unworthy  object, 
Recolleet  the  respect  due  to  yourself, 
and  promise  me,  solemnly  promise  me, 
in  these  my  last  moments,  that  you  will 
not  unite  with  meanness  or  obscurity. 
Let  him  you  wed  be,  at  least,  a  gentle- 
man of  character  and  connexion,  and  I 
shall  be  satisfied.'  Could  I  answer 
otherwise,  Mr.  Reybridge  to  this  kind, 
this  generous  relation,  than  by  yielding 
implicit  obedience  to  his  request? — On 
my  knees,  and  whilst  I  bathed  his  hand 
with   my  tears,  I  vowed  to    obey  him. 
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My  revered  grandfather  soon  after  ex- 
pired in  my  arms^  and  I  had  scarcely 
recovered  from  the  first  shock  occasioned 
hy  his  death,  although  an  events  at  his 
time  of  life,  every  hour  to  be  expected, 
when  the  fond  old  nurse  that  attended 
me  informed  me  that  she  had  received 
instructions  from  my  guardian,  to  re- 
move with  me  to  Rothwell  Castle  till  the 
funeral  ceremony  should  be  over. 

^'  The  deaths  of  the  late  earl  and 
countess  of  Ardendale  had  not  long 
preceded  that  of  my  venerable  grandfa- 
ther, and  gloomy  indeed  was  the  period 
at  which  the  present  earl  took  possession 
of  the  seat  of  his  ancestors.  The  re- 
mains of  the  baron  of  Leybrook  were 
attended  to  the  grave  by  lord  Arden- 
dale;  but  lord  Westmere  was  not  pre- 
sent, a  circumstance  which  (as  1  already 
looked  upon  him  as  the  man  to  whom  I 
was  in  future  to  pledge  my  love  and 
obedience)  notonly  surprised,  but  griev- 
ed  me.      But  Oh  !      Mr.    Reybridge> 
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when  a  few  days  after  the  solemn  cere- 
moiij  he  did  visit  the  castle,  his  sullea 
deportment — his  haughty  and  contemp- 
tuous treutment  of  those  beneath  him, 
shocked,  and  alarmed  me.  With  such 
a  man  my  heart,  my  reason  told  me  I 
could  never  expect  happiness.  Mr. 
Denham,  from  the  first  moment  I  saw 
him,  engaged  all  my  attention.  I  need 
not,  Mr.  ReYbridii;e,  describe  his  excel- 
lencies to  you  ;  suffice  it  to  say^  that  I 
felt  an  assurance,  whatever  might  be  my 
future  determinations  with  re2:ard  to 
lord  Westmere,  I  could  as  'safely  con- 
fide in  him,  as  to  the  beloved  relation  I 
had  lost. 

''  Not  many  months  before  the  baron's 
death,  a  lady,  who  had,  with  exemplary 
attention  to  her  trust,  superintended  my 
education,  was  obliged  to  leave  nie.  To 
supply  her  place,  more  as  a  companion, 
than  a  governess,  lord  Ardendale  in- 
troduced to  me  a  gentlewoman  of  the 
name  of  Rushdeu.     Mr.  Rushden,   the 
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husband^  was  also  introduced  as  his 
lordship's  steward;  a  gentleman^  who^ 
though  he  had  been  unfortunate  in  life^ 
was  stilly  in  consideration  of  his  birth 
and  education^  entitled  to  more  than  the 
common  attention  attached  to  this  sub- 
ordinate situation.  In  the  lady  I 
found  little  to  attract.  WitH  somewhat 
of  good  nature,  there  was,  notwithstand- 
ing, a  flippant  impertinence,  and  a  cer- 
tain vulgarity  in  her  manner  and  speech, 
which  olfendedj  sometimes,  even  to  dis- 
gust. The  husband  had  certainly  the 
manners  of  a  gentleman,  but  little  could 
be  collected  from  his  conversation  ;  for 
he  seldom  entered  into  discourse,  and 
seemed  glad  of  every  opportunity  of 
withdrawing  from  society  altogether. 
Yet  Mr.  Rushden's  reserve  seemed  to 
be  the  reserve  of  sorrow,  more  than  of 
discontent,  suspicion,  or  malignity. 
Whatever  his  griefs  wbre  I  know  not; 
— He  is  now  released  from  them  ! 

^'  At  the  expiration  of  the  summer 
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months^  lord  Westmere^  who  had  a 
yet  paid  me  no  more  than  common  at- 
tention^  obtained  permission  of  the  earl 
to  visit  the  metropolis  for  the  winter, 
notwithstanding  Mr.  Denham's  opposi- 
tion ;  who  in  vain  pointed  out  to  his 
lordship  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  his  contracting  too  early  a  taste 
for  the  dissipations  of  the  town.  The 
earl,  though  on  general  occasions  he 
submitted  to  the  decisions  of  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  especially  on  matters  which  re- 
garded lord  Westmere,  yet,  contrived, 
on  the  present,  to  over-rule  this  excel- 
lent tutor's  objections,  and  the  young 
man  was  permitted  to  depart  with  an 
equipage  and  attendants  suitable  to  his 
rank ;  orders  having  been  previously 
sent  to  have  the  town  residence  in 
Grosvenor-square  fitted  up  for  his  re- 
ception. Though  lord  Ardendale  took 
the  precaution  of  recommending  his  son 
to  the  attention  of  such  families  as  he 
knew  would  only  introduce  him  among" 
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the  most  respectable  circles  of  society, 
yet  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  this 
indulgent  parent  was  insensible  to  the 
many  evil  temptations  to  which  he 
would  be  exposed.  But  his  lordship 
was  as  equally  desirous  as  my  grandfa- 
ther had  beea  that  the  families  of  Ar- 
dendale  and  Lejbrook  should  be  united, 
and  was  fearful  of  thwarting  any  of  his 
projects,  lest,  aware  of  the  sullenness  of 
his  disposition,  he  should,  in  his  turn, 
prove  refractory.  Lord  Ardendale  had 
not  yet  opened  his  mind  to  me  on  the 
subject  of  the  marriage  I  now  so  much 
dreaded,  yet  he  knew  that  the  old  baron 
had  spoken  of  it  to  me  before  his  death. 
On  the  departure  of  lord  Westmere 
for  London,  however,  Mr.  Denham  was 
deputed  to  sound  my  inclinations,  which 
he  did  in  the  tenderest  and  most  delicate 
manner.  He  told  me  that  my  guardian 
was  extremely  anxious  that  the  wedding 
should  be  celebrated  the  moment  I  came 
of  age,  and  that  we  should  reside  for  the 
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first  six  months  after  our  marriage  in  an 
old  family  mansion  called  Iversfield,  in 
Ireland,  where,    during   many   years  of 
their  lives  his  lordship  and  his  son  had 
resided.     I  do  not  think  that  either  the 
earl   or   his    venerable    chaplain    were 
aware  of  the  probability  of  my  object- 
ing to  this    arrangement.     My  extreme 
youth  ;  my  total  ignorance  of  the  cus- 
toms of  the  world  ;  the  little  likelihood 
of  my  having  formed  any  prior  attach- 
ment^ were  all  circumstances  so  favour- 
able to  my  acquiescence,  that  no  doubt 
had  been  entertained  of  it.     I  am  led  to 
draw  this  conclusion,  from  the  surprise 
and  disappointment  visible  in  Mr.  Den- 
ham's    features   on    my   testifying   the 
strong  disinclination  I  felt  to  the  match^ 
or  that  it  should  at  the  time  proposed^ 
or  at  any  other  period,  take  place, 

''  I  will  not  trouble  you,  Mr.  Rey- 
bridge,  with  a  relation  of  the  several 
conversations  that  followed  between  us 
on  this  subject.     Yet,  anxious  as  my 

d2 


IJBRARY 

ABjY£R$iry  OF  lUJNO?^ 


53  RALPH    REYBRIDGEc 

respected  friend  evidently  was  to  for- 
ward the  union  in  question^  and  many, 
as  he  made  it  appear^  were  the  ad- 
vantages accruing-  from  it^  he  owned, 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  all  temporal 
considerations  ought  to  give  way  to  the 
sacred  obligations  of  religion.  That  a 
marriage  of  compulsion,  or  even  strong 
indifference  militated  against  the  express 
intention  of  that  solemn  institution,  and 
that  whilst  esteem  on  either  side  was 
wanting,  he  would  never  give  his  sup- 
port to  the  union. 

''  But  although  the  mild  Mr.  Den- 
ham  admitted  the  force  of  my  objections, 
lord  Ardendale  was  not  so  easy  of  con- 
viction. Unprepared  for  a  disappoint- 
ment so  mortifying,  and  possessing  no 
small  portion  of  his  late  father's  pride, 
he  remonstrated  with  me  on  the  incon- 
sistency of  my  conduct,  and  recapitu- 
lated in  more  lively,  though  not  more 
persuasive  terms,  his  chaplain's  argu- 
ments.    He  urged  the  necessity  of  mj 
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being  ushered  into  the  ^vorld  in  a  manner 
that  would  do  justice  to  what  he  was 
pleased  to  call  my  talents  and  accom- 
plishments :  that  it  was  a  duty  I  owed 
to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  venerable 
baron  whose  name  it  remained  with  me 
to  hand  down  to  posterity  with  undi- 
minished lustre.  '  Of  my  son/  con- 
tinued the  earlj  '  of  his  merits  or  de- 
merits^ another  year  will  the  better 
enable  me  to  speak.  Much  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  zealous  endeavours  of 
his  excellent  tutor  ;  and^  though  a  life 
of  seclusion  may  have  cast  some  shades 
over  a  character,  naturally  reserved, 
yet  a  more  familiar  intercourse  with 
society  will  soon  rectify  these  trifling 
imperfections.* 

"  Notwithstanding  all  his  arguments, 
I  declined  giving  any  positive  promise 
to  receive  Lord  Westmere's  addresses ; 
and  the  earl,  however  reluctantly,  was 
compelled  to  drop  the  subject  till  the 
return  of  his  son  from  London,   '  when,' 
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said  he,  '  I  hope  Westmere  will  himself 
renew  it ;  and  with  more  success." 

^'  It  was  about  this  time,  sir,  that  the 
good  Mr.  Denham  received  a  packet  of 
letters  from  a  friend  of  the  name  of 
Shepperton  ;  and  so  great  was  the  effect 
of  the  contents  upon  his  mind,  that  the 
earl  remarked  his  uneasiness,  and  re- 
questing an  explanation  in  my  presence; 
the  good  man,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, thus  replied  : '  I  have  more 

than  once  presumed  to  remind  your 
lordship  of  your  promises  in  favour  of 
the  young  man  I  once  called  my  adopted 
child.  I  have  not  renewed  the  subject 
lately,  because  I  have,  from  time  to  time^ 
heard  of  his  falling  off  from  virtue,  and 
total  forgetfulness  of  those  precepts  I 
took  so  much  pains  to  inculcate  in  his 
mind— I  £:rieve  to  add  that  I  have 
lately  been  furnished  with  such  incon- 
testable proofs  of  his  degeneracy,  that  I 
can  no  longer  entertain  a  hope  of  his 
amendment,   and    this    conviction,    my 
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lord^  will  embitter  the  future  hours  of 
my  life  ! — for,  indeed,  I  loved  him  ! 
had  he  been  mj  own  son  I  could  not 
have  loved  him  more  !' 

''  Lord  Ardendale  then  enquired  into 
the  nature  of  your  faults,  and  Mr.  Den- 
ham  produced  certain  papers,  what  they 
were  I  know  not,  which  convinced  the 
earl  that  sufficient  provocation  had  been 
given,  on  your  part,  to  warrant  the 
icood  man's  renunciation  of  vou." 

"  Gracious  heaven  !''  exclaimed 
Ralph,  '*"  what  papers  were  those  ? — 
Believe  me,  madam,  they  were  forge- 
ries ! — they  must  have  been  forgeries 
invented  for  my  destruction  !'* 

^^  I  doubt  it  not,  sir,"  replied  Miss 
Leybrook,  ^'  especially  as  the  greatest 
stress  laid  upon  your  ill  conduct  by  your 
venerable  tutor,  was  your  never  answer- 
ing letters  of  the  highest  importance 
which  had  been  sent  to  you  by  him,  and 
which  you  have  now  so  solemnly  declared 
never  to  have  received.     These  letters. 
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as   well  as  your  own,  must   have  been 
intercepted. 

"  Not  long'  after,  a  letter  was  sent  by 
Mr.  Valpine,  informing  yowr  tutor,  that 
in  compassion  to  your  misfortunes,  and 
out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  old 
lady  whose  name  you  bear,  he  had  pro- 
cured you  a  situation  abroad,  and  that 
you  would  embark  for  Madras  in  a  few 
days.  About  this  time  you  must  have 
written  your  last  letter^  but  Mr.  Den- 
ham  never  received  it;  and  your  sup- 
posed silence  on  an  event  so  important, 
confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  of  your 
ingratitude,  and  he  resolved  if  possible 
to  think  no  more  about  you. 

''  Notwithstanding  the  unequivocal 
declaration  I  had  given  not  to  enter  into 
any  immediate  engagement  with  lord 
Westmere,  the  earl,  at  this  period, 
resolved  that  Iversfield  should  be  made 
ready  for  our  reception,  and  accordingly 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rushden  were  deputed  to 
visit   the   estate  for    a   few   weeks,    to 
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superintend  any  little  alterations  or  re- 
pairs that  might  be  wanting,  and  pre- 
pare the  tenants  and   domestics   for  the 
approach  of  their  master  and  mistress; 
—I  remonstrated    against  this   precipi- 
tate   measure,    but    all    in    vain; — the 
Ilushdens  departed,  but  departed,    un- 
fortunate people,  never   to  return  !  the 
packet  in  which  they  embarked  for  Ire- 
land was  lost  off  the  coast  of  Wales,  and 
they  were  among  the  sufferers  that  pe- 
rished ! — Lord  Westmere  had  returned 
from  London  a  few  days  only   previous- 
ly to  the  Rushdens  quitting  Northamp- 
tonshire ; — and  as  Mr.  Rushden  had  al- 
ways possessed  more  of  the  young  lard's 
confidence  than  any  other  person,  it  was 
not  without   a    considerable  degree   of 
uneasiness  he  heard  of  the  probable  fate 
that  had  befallen  him.     So  anxious,  in- 
deed, was  he  to  ascertain  whether  these 
unhappy    people  had    perished   or  not, 
that  he  set  off,  attended  by  two  servants, 
to  Holyhead,  to  make  enquiries  about 

d5 
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them.      There  was  a   kindness  in  (his 
anxiety  for  the  fate  of  people  for  whom 
his  father    had  always  expressed  great 
regard^  that  I  confess  inspired  me  with  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  his  lordship's 
heart,  than  I  had  hitherto  entertained  ; 
but   this   favourable    impression  in  his 
favor  was    soon  removed  on  his   return. 
A  few  months  residence  in  town  had,  in^ 
deed,    corrected  the   moroseness   of  his 
disposition,  but  it   had   opened  it  to  the 
love  of  licentious   pleasures,   and    lord 
Ardendale  was  convinced,   when  it  was 
too  late,  that  he  had  thrown  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  Mr.  Denham*s  future  en- 
deavours to  confirm  him  in  the  principles 
of  virtue,    that    no  art  could    remove. 
The  only  hope  to  save  him  was  by  pre- 
vailing upon   me   to  consent  to  receive 
him  as  my  futurehusband.      Lord  V»  est- 
mere,  promptedj    perhaps,  more  by  my 
fortune    than   any    other   consideration, 
was  rjow   or  pretended  to  be,    my  pas- 
sionate    admirer  ; — but    his    addresses 
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were  couched  in  terms  I  could  scarcely 
understand,  though  it  was  evident  his 
heart  was  very  little  interested  in  the 
success  of  his  suit. 

''  Mr.  Denham,  ever  anxious  for  the 
honor  and  happiness  of  the  earl,  now 
made  another  effort  for  his  son;  and, 
being  still  in  the  capacity  of  his  tutor^ 
to  bring  him  back  to  his  studies,  and  to  a 
due  sense  of  the  value  of  those  principles 
and  attainments  which  could  alone  pre- 
serve the  dignity  of  the  illustrious  house 
of  which  he  was  the  heir.  These  gene- 
rous endeavours  only  paved  the  way  for 
that  revolution  in  our  domestic  esta- 
blishment from  which  I  may  date  the  per- 
secutions I  have  since  endured.  During 
lord  Westmere's  journey  from  Holy- 
head, after  a  fruitless  enquiry  concern* 
ing  the  unfortunate  Rush  dens,  one  of  his 
servants  met  with  an  accident  at  Shrews- 
bury,occasioned  by  a  fall  from  his  horse; 
and  as  the  disaster  happened  near  the 
house  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valpiue,  they 
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took  the  poor  man  in,  and  for  several 
days  attended  to  his  hurts  with  so  much 
humanity,  that  lord  Westmere,  grateful 
for  the  care  shown  to  a  favourite  ser- 
vant, proposed  to  Mr.  Valpine  any  com* 
pensation  that  lay  in  his  power.  The 
circumstances  of  this  gentleman,  were, 
I  believe,  at  that  time,  in  no  very  flou- 
rifching  condition,  and^  after  some  fur- 
ther conversations  on  the  subject,  his 
lordship  persuaded  himself  that  the  si- 
tuations vacated  by  the  untimely  fate  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rushden,  would  be 
highly  acceptable  to  them.  Accord- 
ingly, soon  after  his  return  to  Rothwell 
Castle,  he  proposed  the  matter  to  his 
father,  but  the  earl  was  some  time  be- 
fore he  consented  to  the  arrangement^ 
and  Mr.  Denham  opposed  it  with  a 
v^arrath  that  too  clearly  manifested  his 
conviction  of  the  duplicity  of  Valpine*s 
character,  and  the  fatal  consequences  of 
such  a  connexion  to  Lord  Westmere. 
Asy  however,  it  happened  that  a  half 
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promise  had  been  previously  given,  in  a 
letter  to  Valpine  by  this  precipitate 
young  man.  Lord  Ardendale,  after  some 
consideration  of  the  matter,  decided  that 
the  promise  could  not  honourably  be 
retracted,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valpine 
were  invited  to  the  castle  accordingly. 

"  The   good   earl   was    however  ex- 
tremely  shocked,    when   the  venerable 
Mr.    Denham,   the  morning  after,  told 
him,  that  he  could  no    longer   have  the 
honor  of  continuing  in  his  family.     '  Do 
not,  nevertheless,*  said    the  good   man, 
'  imagine    that    I    depart     ungrateful 
and   dissatisfied    from    your  hospitable 
mansion.     No, — heaven   is  my  witness, 
I  do  not ! — but  with   Valpine,  my  lord, 
I  cannot  live.    There  is  a  mystery  about 
his  character  that  has  already  involved, 
and     indeed    continues  to  involve,   my 
mind  in    the    most  painful    perplexity  ; 
and  he  will  bring    daily   recollections 
to  it  that   it  is  now  but   ill   able   to 
bear." 
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^'' I  will  not,  Mr.  ReybridgCj  waste 
time  in  enumerating  the  arguments 
which  followed  on  both  sides^  for  and 
against  this   removal.       The   living    of 

P n   in   the    gift   of  the    bishop    of 

L happened  to  be  then    vacant^    of 

which  circumstance  Mr.  Denham  had 
been  apprized  by  his  friend  Mr.  Shep- 
perton  a  few  days  before^  and  he  had 
influence  sufficient  to  be  preferred  to  the 
benefice.  In  the  course  of  a  fortnight 
after  all  previous  matters  being  settled, 
this  excellent  friend  left  the  castle. 

*'  The  conduct  of  the  earl  when  taking 
leave  of  this  good  man,  though  kind 
and  respectful,  was  not  atieuded  with 
that  cordiality  I  could  have  wished. 
His  son  was  still  more  cold,  and  it  evi- 
dently appeared  that  some  lurking  sug- 
gestions of  family  pride  had  succeeded 
in  throwing  a  damp  upon  the  separation. 
On  parting  with  me,  he  tenderly  saluted 
me.  '  I  leave  you,  my  dear  young 
lady/  said  he,  ^  to  the  direction  of  your 
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own  excellent  understanding,  and  I  have 
little  doubt  but  it  will  finally  lead  you 
to  the  best  decision  on  a  certain  subject. 
If  you  can  satisfy  yourself  that  you» 
heart  may,  in  time,  be  brought  to  ap- 
prove of  lord  Westmere,  in  consideration 
of  many  good  and  estimable  qualities 
that  may  yet,  in  the  course  of  a  little 
time,  burst  forth^  do  not  let  any  frivo- 
lous objections  arise  to  his  prejudice, 
but  consider  that  the  best  of  us  have 
our  weaknesses  in  the  sight  of  heaven, 
to  a  miserable  degree  ;  that  our  tempers 
are  wavering,  and  our  judgments  fal- 
lible. 

"  '  Having  said  thus  much  in  favour 
of  this  young  man's  pretensions,  I  must 
on  the  other  hand  observe,  that  his  con- 
duct, of  late,  has  been  very  much  tinc- 
tured with  levity,  and  I  would  by  no 
means  advise  you,  to  listen  even,  to  the 
addresses  of  a  libertine.  Time  only,  my 
sweet  girl,  can  make  him  now,  I  fear, 
sensible  to  your  merits,   and  that  time 
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must  be  very  differently  employed  from 
what  it  has  lately  been.  If  he  takes 
Valpine  as  his  companion  to  London,  I 
dread  to  think  of  the  consequences  to 
my  noble  friend. 

*'  '  Adieu  !*  continued  he  again  em- 
bracing me,  ^  and  remember  my  last 
words  : — do  nothing  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  dictates  of  your  reason  and  your 
conscience,  but  should  you,  in  the  con- 
test, be  exposed  to  the  least  persecution, 
either  from  the  weakness  of  the  father, 
or  the  intemperate  proceedings  of  the 
son ; — fly  to  me,  and  I  will  receive  and 
protect  you/  '* 

Here  the  post-boy  stopping  to  water 
his  horses,  Reybridge  earnestly  entreat- 
ed the  fair  narrator  to  alight  and  take 
some  refreshment,  if  breakfast  could 
not  immediately  be  procured  ! — ''  You 
are,  now.  Miss  Leybrook,''  said  he, 
"  safe  from  all  immediate  pursuit;  for 
had  your  persecutors  taken  this  road 
this  morning,  we  should  long  since  have 
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fallen  in  with  them/'  As  our  hero 
spoke  these  words^  and  whilst  he  handed 
his  lovely  charge  out  of  the  chaise  he 
could  not  avoid  gazing  upon  her  with 
more  earnestness  and  admiration  than 
mere  civility  prescribed.  Ralph,  in- 
deed, was  more  deeply  smitten  than  he 
had  dared  to  enquire  either  of  his  honour 
or  prudence.  Love  and  romance  had, 
however,  taken  the  helm  from  reason, 
and  he  was  contented,  like  a  bold  knight 
errant,  to  enjoy  his  fairy  dreams  of  hap- 
piness,  though  his  conscience  told  him 
they  would  leave  him  surrounded  by 
greater  difficulties  and  distresses  than 
he  had  ever  yet  encountered. 

Whilst  breakfast  was  getting  ready, 
Reybridge  enquired  of  the  landlady, 
who  came  to  offer  her  services  to  the 
lady,  if  any  horses  or  carriages  of  a 
particular  description  had  passed  by 
that  morning,  and  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  he  concluded  that  the  pursuers 
had   either  taken   a  different  route,  or 
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given  up  the  chase  altogether,  and 
therefore  judged  it  unnecessary  to  re- 
tain the  honest  sailors  in  his  cause  any 
longer^  especially  as  the  rest  of  the  way 

to    P n  Jay   through    cross    roads. 

Having  accordingly  summoned  Grap- 
pling from  the  kitchen^  he  explained  the 
matter  to  him,  and,  after  many  cordial 
thanks  for  his  own  and  his  companions 
faithful  and  gallant  services,  desired  to 
be  informed  of  their  names  and  places 
of  abode,  that  he  might  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  rewarding  their  bravery 
as  it  deserved.  Upon  this^  Joe,  as  on  a 
former  occasion,  applied  his  fingers  to 
his  mouth,  and  his  messmates  obeying 
the  summons,  *^  Well,  my  lads,"'  said 
he,  ''  we  must  'bout  ship,  it  seems. 
But,  howsomever,  it  be  no  matter. 
Only  I  know  many  good  vessels  have 
fallen  into  the  enemy's  mouth  within  a 
league  of  the  shore,  and  thof  they 
thought  themselves  never  so  safe,  d'ye 
see.'' 
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Rejbridge  again  explained^  and^  hav- 
ing at  length  satisfied  the  good  fellows 
that  no  further  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended, he  renewed  his  acknowledg- 
ments. ''  As  for  you,  Joe,''  said  he 
turning  to  Grappling,  ^'  I  have  a  long 
arrears  to  settle  with  jou  ;  but,  by  the 
blessing  of  heaven,  it  will  be  in  my 
power,  some  of  these  odd  days,  to  pay 
them  off  with  interest.''—-''  Why  as  to 
that  there,  d'ye  see,"  replied  Joe,  ''  I 
shall  never  think  of  taking  an  observa- 
tion about  the  matter  ;  and  as  for  ar- 
rears and  all  that,  I  never  heard  the  word 
mentioned  except  once  in  palavering 
with  our  purser  about  slops.  The  short 
and  the  long  of  the  matter,  is,  Mr. 
Reybridge,  that  in  point  of  friendly 
offices  you  well  know  how  the  wind  sets 
in  that  quarter  ;  and  that  I  should  de- 
serve to  be  ducked  at  the  yard  arm  if 
ever  I  forget  your'n  to  me.  As  for  my 
messmates,  here,  why  they  be  a  bit  of 
myself  as  'twere,  and  have  stuck  by  me 
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as  thof  I  was  a  nine  pounder  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy  ! — And  so  d'ye  see  as 
they^ve    shared    all    my    dangers,    why 

d e  they    shall    share    all  my  good 

fortune! — Howsomever^  sir,  if  we  should 
happen  to  separate  in  some  unforeseen 
squally  of  which  there  be  many,  no 
doubt^  in  life;  and  your  honour  hap- 
pens to  be  in  snug  moorings  ; — why  we 
shall  know  where  we  shall  be  welcome 
to  repair  our  rigging, — and  so  the  great 
Commander  of  all  bless  you  my  young 
hero!'* 

Ralph  now  called  for  pen,  ink  and 
paper,  and  having  given  Joe  a  written 
acknowledgment  for  the  money  he  had 
borrowed  of  him,  and  taken  a  memo- 
randum of  where  he  was  to  be  heard  of 
in  London,  they  all  saluted  him  with 
three  cheers,  and  departed. 

Our  hero  having  thus  disposed  of  his 
cavalcade,  returned  to'  Miss  Leybrook, 
who,  much  to  his  confusion,  had  been 
waiting  breakfast  for  him  :  but  when 


RALPH    REYBRIDGE.  69 

he  attempted  to  make  an  apology,  she 
prevented  him  with  a  grace  so  sweet, 
and  a  look  so  benign,  that  he  was  afraid 
to  trust  his  lips  with  another  word  lest 
thej  should  have  betrayed  the  emotions 
of  his  heart. 

After  breakfast,  our  young  couple  re- 
sumed their  seats  in  the  post-chaise,  and 
Reybridge,  with  a  palpitating  heart, 
heard  the  landlord  direct  the  postillion 

to  the  Parsonage-house  at  P n.  Miss 

Ley  brook  then  continued  her  story  in 
the  words  of  the  next  Chapter. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

J^Iiss  Ley'bi'ook  contmues  and  concludes 
her  History, — The  travellers  arrive 
at  P n. 

*'  Mr.  Yalpine/'  continued  Miss 
Lejbrook,  ''  did  not  arrive  at  Rothwell- 
castle  at  the  time  he  was  expected^  on  ac- 
count of  the  sudden  indisposition  of  his 
wife  ;  and  his  second  letter  to  the  jonng 
lord  gave  information  of  her  death. 
About  a  fortnight  after  this  event,  he 
made  his  appearance,  and  immediately 
took  charge  of  the  important  office  of 
his  predecessor.  I  will  not  take  up  your 
attention,  Mr.  Reybridge,  by  detailing 
the  many  changes  and  revolutions,  that, 
from  the  time  of  this  man's  admission 
into  the  family,  were  contmually  taking 
place.     With  admirable  insinuation,  he 
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not  only  secured  the  confidence  and 
friendship  of  WestmerCj  but  even  the 
earl's  approbation,  who  every  dayseera- 
ed  more  and  more  attracted  by  his  man- 
ners and  conversation. 

''  For  my  own  part^  I  had  paid  stricter 
attention  to  what  Mr.  Denham  had  said 
concerning  this  plausible  gentleman^  and 
only  regarded  his  character  with  dis- 
trust. But  let  me  hasten  to  the  events 
that  brought  me  to  the  brink  of  that 
dreadful  precipice,  from  whence  your 
bravery  rescued  me.  Valpine  was  no 
sooner  established  in  his  official  situa- 
tion, than  lord  Westmere  renewed  his 
addresses  with  more  eagerness  than  ever. 
Yet  he  sought  not  to  win  me  by  those 
delicate  attentions,  and  that  deference 
of  conduct  which  my  youth  and  inex- 
perience so  evidently  demanded.  His 
visits  were  abrupt,  his  manners  presum- 
ing, his  conversation  frivolous,  and 
sometimes  oflfensive.  Lord  Ardendale 
beheld,  with  the  keenest  regret,  the  vain 


7^  RALPH    REYBRIDGE. 

and  unprofitable  bent  of  his  son's  mind, 
and  was  of  the  same  opinion   with  Mr. 
Denham,  that  his   union  with    me  was 
the  only  chance  left  him  of  escaping  the 
gulf  of    extravagance  and   dissipation, 
— Mr.    Valpine^   who,    on    several  oc- 
casions had  been  officious  enough  to  of- 
fer  me   his  advice^    now   undertook   to 
prescribe    a  remedy    for   my  insensibi- 
lity."— '  I  am   not  astonished/  said    liei, 
one  day  to  the  earl,    '  that  your  lovely 
ward,  my  lord,  should  feel  so  irresolute 
on  the  subject  of  marriage.     I   confess 
I. should  have   been  surprised    had  she 
shown  less  reluctance   in  coming  to  a 
determination.     She  has   led  too  much 
the  life  of  a  recluse,  to  be  competent  to 
judge  of  the  comforts    and    advantages 
of  matrimony  ;  and,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, your  lordship  should  visit  the  me- 
tropolis for    a   few  months.     I  should 
conceive  it  would  be  highly  proper  that 
Miss  Leybrook,  as  the  representative  of 
a  very  ancient  and  illustrious   family. 
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should  be  presented  at  courts  and  I  am 
well  persuaded  your  lordship  will  think 
this  a   circumstance    deserving  of  some 
consideration.*  — '   Why,      to    say    th« 
truth/  replied  the  earl,  '  this  is  a  busi- 
ness, the  propriety  of  which  never  struck 
me  before,  and  the   old    baron,    though 
he  never  mentioned  a  particular  wish  to 
this  effect,  might,  perhaps,  have  consi- 
dered it  as   a  matter   of  course. '^ — '  No 
doubt  he  did,'  rejoined  Westmere,    '  and 
my  lovely  cousin   will,    i  am   confident> 
see  the  propriety  of  such  an  introduc- 
tion,   though  I   should  hope   it  would 
be,    ultimately,    as    lady  Westmere.*— 
'  In  a    word,   Mr.  Reybridge,  the  earl 
agreed  to  pass  the  winter  in  town,   and 
immediate  preparations  were  made  at  his 
lordship's  house,   in  Grosvenor-square, 
for  our  reception.      I   shall  not    detail 
the  particulars  of  our  journey  ;    suffice 
it  to  say,  that  a  few  weeks  residence  in 
London  involved  me  in  the  full  vortex 
of  dissipation;     and   I  will    not  deny, 
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that,  buried  as  I   had  hitherto  been  in 
obscurity,   I  was  a  little  fascinated  at 
first  by  its  various   allurements.     The 
fashionable  swarm   that  flocked  round 
me,  the  balls,   plays,  concerts,  and  mas- 
querades,  I  was  continually  enticed   to, 
made  me  for  a  while  forget  the  peaceful 
shades   of  Northamptonshire;    but  the 
charm  vanished   with  its  novelty,    and 
long  have  I  sighed  to  return  once  more 
to  the   romantic   woods  and  vales  that 
adorn  the  venerable  edifices  of  Rothwell 
and  Leybrook.     Lord  Ardendale  conti- 
nued  to   postpone   my  introduction  at 
court,  still  flattering   himself  with  the 
hope  that  I  would  consent  to  go  thither 
as  his  daughter.      In  the   mean  time,  I 
was  exposed  not  only  to  lord  Westmere's 
importunities,  but   the   ruder  addresses 
of  several  men,  who  presumed  to   call 
themselves  friends  ;-i— among  these,  was 
the  author  of  my  late  distresses. 

''  Sir  Frederick  Lorimer  was  looked 
upon,  in  the  circles  of  fashion;  as  a  young 


RALPH    REYBRIDGE.  75 

baronet  of  superior  figure  and  address, 
a  proof  of  which  he  gave,  by   taking 
occasion,  only  the  third  time  I  had  ever 
the  misfortune  of  seeing  him,  to  paj 
me   such  particular    attention,    that   I 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  room  in  confu- 
sion.    Not  at  all  daunted,   however,  by 
this  repulse,  and  conceiving  that  a  title, 
great  riches,   and  a  handsome   person, 
gave  him  an  indisputable   right  to  in- 
sult me,  he,  at  our  next  meeting,  made 
an    abrupt  declaration  of  his  passion, 
though  he  was   well   acquainted   with 
lord  Ardendale's  wishes  in  favour  of  his 
son,  and  did  not  know  but  that  I  fully 
approved  of  them.     I  was,  at  this  time, 
unacquainted  with  the  detestable  prin- 
ciples of  the  wretch,  or  I  should  have 
felt    horror,    as  well   as    astonishment 
and  indignation,  at  an  avowal  so   unex- 
pected.    I  instantly  left  the  room,  but 
not  before  I  had  warned  him   against 
the  repetition  of  an  insult,  which  would 
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oblige  me  to  acquaint   lord    Ardendale 
of  his  presumption. 

''  Sir  Frederick  did  not  think  it  pru- 
dent^ after  this  threat^  to  renew  his  in- 
solent addresses ;  but  lord    Westmere's 
importunities    became    more   and   more 
urgent,  and  he  even  went  so  far,  as.  io 
propose  a  day  for  our  union.     In   vain 
did  I  appeal  to  the   earl  :  wrapped   up 
in    the  contemplation   of  his  favourite 
project^   he    seemed   to   have  forgotten 
what  was  due    to    my   situation   as    his 
^  "ward^  and  rather  peevishly  observed:  — 
'  that  as  I  had   not  positively  declared 
my  determination  on  the  subject,  some 
allowance    must  be  made  for   a  young 
man  so  entirely  devoted  to  me  as  his  son 
was.'- — 'And,   indeed,  my  dear  Louisa,' 
continued    he,  *  I  cannot  dissemble  my 
astonishment,  that,    possessing  so  good 
an  understanding  as   you  certainly    do, 
you  should   find  it  so  difficult  to  return 
the  affection   of  one  who  loves  you  so 
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sincerely.  You  are  above  entertaining 
any  romantic  notions — neither  the  per- 
son nor  the  disposition  of  Westmere^  can 
be  reasonably  objected  to^  making  some 
little  allowances  for  the  influence  of 
education.  His  temper  is,  I  own^  some- 
timfs  irritable,  but  the  soothing  atten- 
tions of  an  amiable  woman,  whose  beau- 
ty, and  whose  meritS;>  must  always  com- 
maiid  respect,  cannot  fail  of  ret  tifying 
it.  Do  then,  my  dear  girl,  strive  to 
overcome  any  trifling  disinclination  you 
may  feel  towards  the  accomplishment, 
not  only  of  mine,  but  your  w(rthy  grand- 
father's wishes,  and  it  will,  1  am  con- 
vinced, be  the  chief  study  of  my  son's 
life,  to  make  you  happy/ — ^  Alas  ! 
Mr.  Reybridge,  what  could  I  say  to 
this  ?  The  earl  had  ever  behaved  to  me 
in  tlie  kindest  manner,  and  was  certainly 
entitled,  both  from  his  many  virtues^ 
and,  as  he  was  my  guardian,  to  my  re- 
spect and  duty.  These  considerations, 
and   the    remembrance   of  my    beloved 
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grandfather's  dying  request,  would  have 
removed  every  scruple^,  had  not  an  ac- 
cidental conversation,  soon  after,  with 
this  violent  young  man,  convinced  me 
thatihe  asperity  of  his  temper  was  not  so 
much  the  effect  of  habit  and  education, 
as  a  constitutional  infirmity,  which  the 
mildest  submissions  would  never  be  able 
to  subdue. 

''  During  this  conversation,  which 
only  took  place  the  day  before  yester- 
day, I  frankly  told  him,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  passed  between  mj 
guardian  and  me,  on  the  subject  of  our 
marriage,  I  might,  possibly,  when  I 
came  of  age,  consent  to  be  his  wife,  pro- 
vided I  saw  no  just  ground  for  altering 
my  present  opinion  of  him.  '  What, 
Madam!'  exclaimed  he,  apparently 
thrown  off  his  guard,  '  must  I  wait  till 
you  are  of  age?' — '  Yes,  ray  lord,'  re- 
plied I,  sharply,  '  and  till  that  time,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  inform  you,  that  I 
cannot,  nor  1  will  not,  submit  to  your 
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further  importunities.  Whatever  your 
lordship  may  think  of  hasty  marriageSj 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  they  are  seldom, 
if  indeed  ever,  prosperous.  If  the  af- 
fection which  you  say  you  have  for  me, 
be  of  that  quality  to  ensure  tranquil- 
lity to  either  of  us,  a  probation  of  only 
two  years^  will  ratber  increase,  than  di- 
minish it' — '^  Bj  heavens!  Madam!' 
exclaimed  he,  with  an  impetuosity  that 
made  me  start,  *  I  cannot  believe,  after 
this,  that  you  will  ever  have  me!  Your 
design  is  obviously  to  drag  me  in  your 
chains,  so  long  as  you  can  gratify  that 
vanity  which  is  inseparable  from  your 
sex,  and  which  I  find  is  able  to  bury, 
even  in  Miss  Leybrook's  remembrance, 
a  just  sense  of  propriety,  and  the  obli- 
gations of  gratitude  !'— I  cannot,  Mr. 
Reybridge,  describe  to  you  the  painful 
indignation  with  which  I  was  op- 
pressed, by  an  accusation  so  false  and 
so  presumptuous, ^  I  disdained  any  re- 
ply,   but    hastening  from   him  to   raj 
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chamber^    resolved   never  to  hold   con- 
verse with  him,  if  possible,  again. 

''During  the  rest  of  the  day,  I  con- 
fined myself  to  my  room.  Westraere 
made  several  ineffectual  efforts  to- see 
me,  but  I  peremptorily  refused  to  listen 
to  any  attempt  at  a  justification,  even 
from  lord  Ardendale  himself,  whom  I 
was  grieved  to  find  weak  enough  to  offer 
it  on  such  an  occasion.  I  now  recol- 
lected the  parting  expressions  of  my  ve- 
nerable friend,  Mr.  Denham,  to  fly  to 
liim  if  exposed  to  persecution,  and  to 
receive  from  him  protection,  From  the 
earl,  blindly  partial  to  an  only  son,  and 
resolved,  as  he  had  now  shown  himself, 
to  support  his  pretensions  to  my  favour, 
even  at  the  expense  of  every  delicate 
consideration,  I  could  not  expect  to  find 
this  protection  ;  to  my  friend,  the  rec- 
tor, I  resolved  to  go.  His  age  and 
profession  sufficiently  shielded  me  from 
any  scandalous  insinuations,  and  I  knew 
I  should  find  not  only  security,  but  hap- 
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piness^  in  his  peaceful  mansion^,  till  the 
expiration  of  my  minority. 

"  Having  imparted  my  determination 
to  a  fiiithful  female  servant,  in  ^vhom  I 
knew  I  could  confide,  I  bade  her  lose  no 
time  in  preparing  every  thing  for  our 
departure,  which  I  settled  should  be  the 
following  morning,  (yesterday).  A. 
post-chaise  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  in  readiness,  at  the  corner  of  the 
Square,  at  five  o'clock;  and  though  I 
trembled  at  the  idea  of  travelling  with 
only  a  female  companion,  ^ei^,  as  I  was 

certain  of  reaching  P n  before  dusk, 

1  determined  to  venture.  Indeed,  there 
was  scarcely  any  risk  I  would  not  have 
ran,  rather  than  have  been  again  sub- 
jected to  the  insolence  of  lord  West- 
mere. 

''  Every  thing  being  arranged,  and 
the  few  articles  of  apparel  I  wanted, 
being  packed  up,  I  judged  ij:  would  be 
prudent  to  be  present  in  the  drawing- 
room  in  the  evening,  to    avoid   the  pos- 
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sibility  of  any  suspicion  being  enter- 
tained of  nij  intentions.  The  earl  seem- 
ed highly  pleased  at  my  sudden  appear- 
ance, which  was  evidently  unexpected. 
Westmere  had  ordered  the  carriage  to 
go  to  the  opera,  and  thought  it  best  to 
leave  his  cause  in  the  hands  of  his  fa- 
ther and  Mr.  Valpine^  who,  you  will 
be  surprised  to  hear,  Mr.  Reyb ridge, 
has  gained  such  an  ascendancy  over  the 
minds  of  both  the  earl  and  his  son,  that 
he  is  considered  as  the  oracle  of  the  fa- 
mily, nor  is  any  thing  proposed,  or  car- 
ried into  execution,  without  his  concur- 
rence. 

''  Lord  Ardendale,  to  my  great  re- 
lief,/ did  not  touch  on  the  subject  of 
Westmere's  offence,  yet  I  could  not 
observe  that  he  had  the  least  suspi- 
cion of  my  intended  flight.  Valpine, 
however,  regarded  me  frequently  with 
a  look  that  seemed  to  read  every  secret 
of  my  heart  ;  and  when  I  retired  to 
iny  chamber,   I  could  not  help  fancying 
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that  my   whole  scheme  was  kiiov/n  to 
him. 

''  Angry  as  I  was  with  the  earl,  I 
could  not  think  of  abruptly  quitting  his 
house,  without  explaining  my  motive; 
I  also  thought  it  proper  to  tell  him,  to 
whose  protection  I  had  committed  my- 
self, as  I  was  satisfied  his  lordship,  both 
from  principle  and  pride,  would  never 
suffer  his  son  to  offer  me  further  moles- 
tation. Having  written  this  explana- 
tory letter,  which  I  concluded  by  assur- 
ing the  earl  I  would  immediately  re- 
turn, either  to  Grosvenor- square,  or 
Rothwell-castle,  if  he  would  pledge  me 
his  solemn  promise,  that  I  should  never 
more  be  persecuted  by  the  addresses  of 
his  son.  I  sealed  and  directed  it,  and 
my  maid  placed  it  in  such  a  manner  on 
my  toilet,  that  it  could  not  be  over- 
looked. 

'^  As  I  had,  on  the  instant  of  resolving 
on  my  flight,  dispatched  a  letter  to  Mr» 
Denham,  to  acquaint  him  of  my  inten- 
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tioiis^  I  was  under  no  apprehension  of 
his  being  unprepared  to  receive  me: 
nij'  fears  principally  arose  from  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  noise  disturbing  the  fa- 
mily in  the  morning,  and  lest  some  of 
the  servants  should  observe  me  before 
I  could  get  safely  seated  in  the  post- 
chaise.  My  maid,  however^  managed 
matters  so  well,  that  the  street-door 
was  opened  without  the  least  difficulty, 
and  a  porter  stood  ready  to  receive  my 
trunk. 

"  A  few  minutes  brought  us  to  the 
chaise,  and  we  were  soon  transported 
from  the  smoke  of  the  town.  The  cer- 
tainty of  having  thus  escaped  from 
Westmere,  inspired  me  with  unusual 
spirits.  Of  the  wretch^  Sir  Frederick 
Lorimer,  I  had  not  a  thought.  I  re- 
member now  to  have  heard  of  an  ele- 
gant mansion  belonging  to  him  in  Wilt- 
shire;  but  it  had  never  once  occurred 
to  me,  that  I  must  pass  by  it  in  my 
way  to  P n,  and  if  it  had,  I  should 
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have  felt  little  alarmed  by  the  circum- 
stance^  since   scarcely    any  other    acci- 
dentj  save  the   one  which  actually    did 
happen^  could  possibly  have  thrown  me 
into  the  power  of  its  unworthy  owner. 
*'  We  were  going  on  at  a  good   pace, 
when  my  maid   observed  that  the    post- 
boy appeared  to  be   in  liquor,    and    in- 
deed the  wretch  flogged  his  poor  horses 
in  so  unmerciful   a  manner,  going  up  a 
steep  hill^  that   I  called  out  to  him^  and 
desired  him  to  desist.     The  fellow^  how- 
ever, did  not  seem   to  heed  what    I  had 
said,  and,  soon  after,  one    of  the    poor 
animals  beginning  to  plunge,    a   part  of 
the  harness  broke,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  stop  very  near  the  lane  which  led  to 
Coverley-lodge.     I   requested   the   pos- 
tillion to  be  as  quick  as  possible  in  re- 
pairing the   damage  ;   in  the   mean  time 
I  observed   several    men   on   horseback, 
approaching  ;    yet,  still  I  had  no  appre- 
hension of  molestation,  till,  to  my  utter 
confusion  and   terror,   1   recognised  Sir 
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Frederick    Lorimer !     The   wretch    in- 
stantly jumped    from    his    horse,     pre- 
tended to   be  much  vexed   at  the   acci- 
dent that  had  happened,  and  begged,  in 
the  most  submissive    language,   that   I 
would  give  his  sister y  Miss  Lorimer,  the 
pleasure     of     rny     company,    till     the 
damage  was  repaired.     Oh  !   Mr.  ^ej" 
bridge,   think    what    my   feelings  must 
have     been    at    this    painful    moment. 
From  the  character  of  a   professed  li- 
bertine, with    power    and   affluence  suf- 
ficient to   screen    him  from  the  conse- 
quences of  almost    any   violence,    what 
delicacy  of  conduct  was  to  be  expected  ? 
What  shocking   insults  were  not   to  be 
apprehended  ?   I  now,  too,  recollected, 
with  renewed  alarm,  the  repulse,  though 
deserved,  which  J  had  given  him  at  lord 
Ardendale's,  and  I  could  not  help  fan- 
cying I   beheld,  in  the  villain's  eyes,  a 
kind    of  triumphant     malignity,    from 
which  I  shuddered  to  draw  a  presage. 
''  I  was  obliged^  however,  to  descend 
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from  the  chaise^  for  my  spirits  began  to 
droop;,  and  I  confess  I  was  afraid  of  ir- 
ritating a  man  who  had  me  so  wholly 
in  his  power^  and  whose  intentions^ 
whatever  they  might  be^  I  was  aware 
no  principle^  either  of  morality  or  hu- 
raanity^  could  set  aside  !  My  resolution 
did  not^  however^  quite  forsake  me>  I 
declined  his  repeated  invitations  to  his 
housCj  as  politely  as  I  could,  but  he  was 
deaf  to  entreaties  and  expostulations. 
I  now  assumed  a  false  courage,  and 
ATarned  him  of  the  consequences  of  his 
unwarrantable  conduct  ;  but  he  only 
laughed  at  my  threats,  at  the  same  time 
assuring  me  that  I  should  be  treated 
with  all  imaginable  respect.  Thus^ 
Mr.  Reybridge,  hemmed  in  as  I  was  on 
all  sides,  by  the  villain's  servants,  my 
own  poor  maid,  partly  from  her  own 
terrors,  and  fears  for  me,  having  fallen 
into  an  hysteric  fit,  you  will  not  wonder 
that  I  was,  by  degrees,  forced  along ; 
my  spirits^  however,  forsook  me  before 
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I  reached  the    lodge,   and,  fn    spite    of 
every  effort,  I  fainted  away. 

*^' On  recovering,   I   found  myself  in 
an  elegant  saloon,  attended  by  a  young 
lady,  of   a  genteel  appearance,  who  in- 
formed me   that  lier  l)rot}ier.  Sir  Frede- 
rick, was  extremely  grieved  at  what  had 
happened,  but  that  he  begged  I  would 
acquit  him  of  the  least  intention   to  of- 
fend me,  since  he  had  acted  consistently 
with  what   he  conceived  to  be   his  duty 
towards  the  ward  of  his  friend,  lord  Ar- 
dendale,  seeing  her   in  so  perilous  and 
unprotected  a  situation.     This  plausible 
excuse  it  was  in  vain  to  object  to,  espe- 
cially as  Miss  Lorimer  assured  me   that 
I  might   rely  upon  the   most    respectful 
treatment  from  the  baronet,    if  I  would 
only  consent  to    take  some    refreshment 
and  repose. 

''  I  was  too  much  exhausted  to  make 
any  further  objections,  and  having  drank 
a  cup  of  tea,  I  retired  to  a  chamber,  but 
refused  to  lie  down  on  the  bed^  till  Miss 
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Lortmer  solemnly  assured  me  she  would 
sit  down  by  me  while  I  slept.  My 
first  enquiries^  on  waking,  were  for  my 
poor  maid.  I  was  told  she  was  still 
illj  but  the  greatest  care  would  be  taken 
of  her,  and  that  she  should  be  sent  to 
me  the  moment  she  was  able  to  leave 
her  room.  With  this  answer  I  was 
obliged  to  be  satisfied,  and,  soon  after^ 
the  hateful  Sir  Frederick  sent  to  beg  I 
would  allow  his  sister  to  conduct  me 
to  the  drawing-room,  where  he  waited 
to  apologize  for  his  late  conduct. 

*^'  To  this  message,  I  begged  Miss 
Lorimer  to  inform  her  brother,  in  reply, 
that  the  best  reparation  in  his  power 
now  to  make,  was  to  allow  a  post-chaise 
to  be   ready  early  in  the  morning,    to 

carry  me  to  P n  ;   but  that  I  begged 

to  be  left  to  myself  for  that  evening. 
She  had  not  long  left  me,  before  I  heard 
a  noise  on  the  stairs,  and  the  terrible 
voice  of  Sir  Frederick  pronounce  these 
words  :  '  Well^  if  the  lady  w^on't  come 
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to  the  gentletuan;,  the  gentleman  must 
go  to  the  ladj>  that  sail!'  I  was,  be- 
yond expression^  shocked  at  the  idea  of 
the  wretch  intruding"  upon  me  in  tay 
bed-chamber;  and,  consequent ly^  run- 
ning out,  desired  the  maid  who  attended 
me,  to  tell  her  master  I  would  wait  upon 
him  in  the  drawing-room^  immediately. 
Thither^  therefore,  I  was  obliged  to  re- 
pair, expecting',  of  course,  to  see  the 
person  who  called  herself  Miss  Lori^ 
mer;  but  she  was  absent,  and  that  mo- 
ment the   suspicion   darted   across    my 

mind,  that .     Excuse  me,  Mr. 

Reybridge,  but  you  will  easily  guess 
what  I  mean/' — ''  Alas  !  dear  Madam,'* 
replied  Ralph,  with  emotion;  ''  the 
atrocious  villainy  is  but  too  obvious.  In- 
famous wretch  !'*  continued  he,  the 
blood  mounting  in  his  face.  "  But  I 
beg  your  pardon.  Madam  ;  this  is  not  a 
time — yet — patience,  in  such  a  case^  it 
is  not  in  nature  to  preserve  \" 

Miss  Leybrook  here   heaved  a  sigh. 
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which,  though  it  would  scarcely  have 
disturbed  the  down  on  a  thistle^  was 
heard  by  our  hero^  and  raised  such  a 
tempest  about  his  hearty  that  its  fury 
must  have  been  noticed  by  his  fair  com- 
panion, but  for  the  rattling  of  the  chaise- 
wheels. 

The  fair  narrator  continued  : — 
^^  Not  perceiving  the  lady^  I  should 
have  withdrawn  immediately^  but  the 
odious  baronet  was  too  quick  for  me, 
and^  seizing  my  hand,  compelled  me  to 
be  seated. — '  I  can  never  be  sufficiently 
grateful  to  fortune/  began  he,  forcibly 
detaining  my  trembling  hand,  '  for  hav- 
ing once  more  given  me  so  fair  an  op- 
portunity of  renewing  my  addresses  to 
Miss  Leybrook,  nor  can  I  help  hoping 
and  believing,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
severity  of  her  former  behaviour,  she 
may  yet  be  inclined  to  favour  my  suit/ 
— '  And,  on  what  foundation,"  replied 
I,  ^  Sir  Frederick,  can  you  presume  to 
build  this  hope  ?' — '  Madam/  answered 
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he^  '  I  will  deal  candidly  with  you  ;  I 
love  you  !  And  though  I  have  been 
striving  all  in  ray  power  to  get  the  better 
of  a  passion  you  so  highly  disapprove, 
yet  I  find  that  the  bare  recollection  of 
your  beauty  and  accomplishments,  bids 
defiance  to  every  effort.  You  are  now 
under  my  roof,  and  I  am  resolved  to 
convince  you,  if  it  be  possible,  that  the 
possession  of  a  heart  so  truly  devoted 
as  mine,  will  be  no  mean  prize  even  to 
the  beautiful  Miss  Leybrook/ — '  Let 
me  go.  Sir  !*  cried  I,  starting  indig- 
nantly from  his  grasp,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  ring  the  bell. — '  Whither  would 
you  go  ?'  replied  he,  '  thus  unattended, 
and  without  protection,  the  fair  heiress 
of  Leybrook  must  excuse  me,  if  I  con- 
ceive her  journey  to  have  been  without 
her  guardian's  permission,  and  even 
without  his  knowledge  1  Consider,  my 
dear  Madam,  that  as  matters  have  turn- 
ed out,  it  may  not,  hereafter,  be  heard 
without  some  slight  surprise,  that  my 
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cliarmin^  Louisa  spent  a  pleasant  even- 
ing at  (he  seat  of  Sir  Frederick  Lori- 
mer^  in  the  course  of  her  little  peregri- 
nation * — -Entirely  thrown  off  my  guard 
by  this  vile  insinuation^  I  burst  into 
tears,  but  it  was  in  vain  I  endeavoured 
to  escape  from  this  monster  — '  Upon 
my  soul  !*  continued  he,  *  I  do  not  de- 
serve. Miss  Ley  brook,  to  be  thus  sus- 
pected. My  intentions  are  honourable, 
and  if  vou  will  but  consent  to  be  mine, 
my  hand  and  fortune  shall  be  at  your 
disposal  to-morrow  !' — '  Leave  me.  Sir,' 
replied  I,  ready  to  faint  with  terror, 
'I  conjure  you,  for  the  present,  to  leave 
me  !' — *  Well,  Madam,'  answered  he^ 
'  to  convince  you  of  the  power  you  have 
over  me,  I  will  leave  you.  Nay,  more, 
I  will  urge  my  suit  no  further  to  night, 
but  to  morrow  morning  let  me  hope  the 
fair  arbitress  of  my  destiny,  will,  at 
length,  be  disposed  to  crown  the  happi- 
ness of  her  adoring  Lorimer  1' — Oh  ! 
Mr.    Reybridge,    think  how  my  pride 
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was  mortified,  at  being  addressed  in  lan- 
guage so  degrading — the  fulsome^  com- 
mon-place cant  of  modern  novels.  The 
wretch,  however,  departed  before  I  could 
make  any  reply,  and  presently  the  maid 
conducted  me  to  my  bed-chamber.  I 
enquired  for  Miss  Lorimer  and  my  own 
servant^  but  the  poor  girl  shook  her 
head,  and  I  plainly  perceived  she  had 
been  cautioned. 

"  I  am  ccnvincedj  Mr.  Reybridge, 
that  Providence,  who  has  graciously  en- 
dowed us  with  fortitude  to  resist  temp- 
tation, has  also  given  us  resolution  to 
encounter  dangers,  and  that  it  is  as  weak 
in  us  to  despair  of  escaping  from  the 
latter,  as  to  yield  to  the  former.  By 
an  unaccountable  effort  of  resolution  in 
the  perilous  situation  to  which  I  was 
now  exposed,  I  perhaps  owe  my  safety, 
for  I  was  no  sooner  left  alone,  than,  in- 
stead of  giving  wa}*  to  despair,  I  began 
to  form  the  project  of  making  my  es- 
cape. 
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"  Having  doubly  locked  and  bolted 
my  door,  I  ran  to  the  window,  and,  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  which  shone  at 
this  time  very  bright,  observed  that  I 
might,  with  great  care,  drop  to  a  shrub- 
bery below  which  led  to  the  park,  with- 
out materially  hurting  myself.  All 
apprehensions  of  the  future,  vanished 
before  the  magnitude  of  my  present 
danger,  and  I  instantly  opened  the  win- 
dow. The  distance  from  the  ground 
might  be  about  twelve  feet;  but  this 
height  did  not  deter  me.  I  committed 
myself,  therefore,  to  Providence,  and 
getting,  with  some  difficulty,  out  of  the 
window,  still  holding  with  my  hands,  I 
jumped  below.  Fortunately,  I  fell 
among  flowers  and  shrubs,  by  which 
means  I  received  no  bruises,  though  I 
was  a  little  stunned  by  the  fall.  The 
moon  still  befriending  me,  I  fan  wiih 
my  swiftest  speed  towards  the  avenue, 
which  I  kaew  led  to  the  gate  by  which 
we   had   entered  ;  but,  just  as    I   had 
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gained  it.  I  saw,  to  my  inexpressible 
terror,  two  or  three  nien^  making  to- 
wards me.  Not  doubting  but  they  were 
Sir  Frederick's  spies,  I  fell  on  my  knees 
before  tliem,,  and  conjured  them>  by 
every  obligation  that  was  most  sacred, 
not  to  betray  me  to  their  master,  and 
offered  a  reward  to  them,  to  any  amount 
they  chose  to  name^  if  they  would  but 

assist   me  in  escaping  to  P n.     To 

this,  little  was  said  in  reply,  but  enough 
to  assure  me  I  had  fallen  among  friends. 
In  shorty  Mr,  Reybridge,  your  faithful 
tars  conveyed  me  to  the  post  chaise,  in 
the  lane,  whilst  one  of  them,  I  think 
the  good  old  sailor  you  called  Grap- 
pling, went  in  search  of  you.  The  rest 
you  know.  To  your  courage  and  hu- 
manity I  am  indebted  for  the  safety  of 
my  life  and  honour  !  an  obligation 
which  it  is  as  impossible  I  can  ever  re- 
pay, as  that  I  shall  ever  forget." 

Here  the  fair  Louisa  concluded  her 
story,  and  the  last  sentence  was  accora- 
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panicd  with  a  blush  which  might  very 
reasonablj  have  been  attributed  to  gra- 
titude solely,  had  our  hero  beeu  four 
score  years  old,  instead  of  one  !  Fur- 
ther this  deponent  sayeth  not.  Ralph 
had  a  thousand  expressions  of  acknow- 
ledgment at  his  tongue's  end,  but  the 
faulterer  was  not  to  be  trusted.  But, 
though  our  youth  could  not  use  his 
tongue,  his  eyes  were  not  to  be  con- 
trolled ;  and  it  was,  perhaps,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance  for  both  parties, 
that  the  chaise  stopped  when  it  did  at 
the   turnpike,  that  ushered  them   into 

P n. 

Had  Reybridge  been  really  guilty  of 
neglect  and  ingratitude  towards  this  ve- 
nerable tutor,  he  could  not  have  been 
more  agitated  at  the  idea  of  meeting  him. 
As  the  chaise  drove  through  the  village, 
every  house  he  passed,  every  tree  and 
field  he  saw,  painfully  reminded  him  of 
Stoke-hill,  the  happy  days  of  his  in- 
fancy, and  the  maternal  tenderness  of  his 
yoi,  ///.  F 
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deceased  benefactress.  He^  however^ 
rallied  his  spirits  as  tbe  chaise  stopped 
at  a  neat  inn^  and  having  handed  Miss 
Leybrook  into  a  room^  he  left  her,  whilst 
she  wrote  the  following  lines  to  Mr. 
Denham  : 

^'  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 
''  I  am  arrived  in  safety,  and  am  stay- 
ing at  the  Star  Inn.  I  did  not  order 
the  chaise  to  the  vicarage,  for  reasons 
I  will  explain  when  I  see  you  here. 
Make  haste,  then,  to  your  grateful  and 
affectionate 

''  Louisa  Leybrook.'* 

Friday. 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  reunion  of  the  tutor  and  his  pupil, 
and  a  letter  from  Lord  Ardendale* — 
Resolutions  in  consequence.  —  J\Ir, 
Denham's  reply  to  the  Earl, 

In  consequence  of  the  note  with  which 
we  concluded  our  last  chapter,  Mr. 
Denham  soon  made  his  appearance  at 
the  Star,  and  was  introduced  to  Miss 
Leybrook  alone,  Ralph  remaining  in  an 
adjoining  room  till  his  reverend  tutor 
should  be  prepared  to  receive  him. 

The  beautiful  Louisa  met  the  good 
old  clergyman  with  the  affection  of  a 
daughter,  and  having  briefly  stated  the 
dangers  from  which  she  had  been  res- 
cued by  our  hero,  the  old  man  first  re- 
turned thanks  to  heaven  for  her  preser- 
vation, then  gazing  on    her   animated 

f3 
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countenance  for    some   minutes — ''  and 
\vhat  have  you  done/'    exclaimed  he — 
''  with  the  gallant  youth  who  so   nohly 
delivered  you  from  this  dangerous  man  t 
< — I  long  to  bless  him  for  the  great  service 
he  has  rendered  to  innocence  and  virtue. 
— ''  I  think,  sir/'  replied  Louisa  falter- 
ins;,   ""  he  would  prefer  your  friendship, 
to  any  other  reward  that  could  be  offered 
him/' — ''My  friendship,  my  dear  young 
lady/*  replied   Mr.  Denham. — '^^  Alas  ! 
what  advantage  could  he  derive  from  the 
friendship   of  an    obscure  old  man  like 
iiie  ?** — ''  x\nd  yet,  my  dear  Sir/'  rejoin- 
ed Miss  Leybrook,  ''  there  was  a  time 
when  it  would  hate  been  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  him." — *'  You  astonish  me, 
niy  dear   Louisa!"   answered  Mr.  Den- 
ham.— Who   is  this  person  ?   were   not 
the  unhappy  Reybridge  abroad,  I  should 

think  by  your  manner, good  God! 

you  blush  and  tremble  ! Is  it  pos- 
sible that  I  can  be  right  in  my  conjec- 
ture?"—^/  Indeed,  Sir/'   faltered   the 
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joung  ladj^  ''^you  are/' — ''  Ralph  Rey- 
bridge  returned  ?"  rejoined  the  old  man 
sinking  into  a  chair. — ''  Yes  \"  exclaim- 
ed our  herOj  suddenly  bursting*  into  tlie 
room,  and  throwing  himself  at  the  feet 
of  his  venerable  friend  ;  ''Ralph  Rey- 
bridge  is  returned,  returned  to  justify 
himself,  in  the  opinion  of  his  beloved 
tutor,  and  receive  from  his  hands  the  re- 
ward of  all  his  afflictions,  his  blessing 
and  forgiveness/' 

The  old  clergyman,  affected  as  he 
was  by  this  unexpected  address,  pre- 
sently recollected  himself,  and  regarding 
our  prostrate  hero  with  a  look  of  calm, 
but  steady  severity,  "  I  must  beg,  Sir,'^ 
said  he,  ''  that  you  will  quit  that  pos- 
ture, for  though  you  may  have  forgotten, 
I  have  not,  that  it  is  one  which  ought  to 
be  dedicated  to  God  alone/' — Ralph 
instantly  arose,  and  the  old  man  conti- 
nued.— ''  The  errors,  and  even  vicious 
irregularities  of  youth,  maybe  entitled 
to  pardon,    for  few  can  withstand   the 
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prevalence  of  bad  example^  but  the  heart 
that  can  harbour;,  for  a  moment,  the 
crime  of  ingratitude^,  must  be  radically 
depraved. — Young  man^  I  wish  you 
well,  but  vve  must  meet  no  more  !' — 
""Ah!  my  friend,  my  father!*' — ex- 
claimed Ralphj  seizing  his  tutor's  hand, 
/''^  say  not  so — cast  me  not  from  you; 
fbr,  though  guilty  indeed  I  am,  forget- 
ful though  I  confess  I  have  been  of 
your  preceptS;,  which  I  once  shamefully 
sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  foUy^  intempe- 
rance and  dissipation^  yet  of  ingratitude^, 
thank  heaven  !  I  am  innocent. — Indeed^, 
my  venerable  friend,  we  have  both  been 
abused;  and  as  this  is  the  first  opportu- 
nity I  have  had  of  pleading  my  own 
cause,  condemn  me  not  unheard.*'— 
"Truth,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Denham, 
*^  requires  little  explanation. — The  dissi- 
pation and  intemperance  you  confess  to 
have  been  guilty  of,  the  circumstances 
of  your  situation  induced  me  to  forgive 
before  you  could,  or  did,  solicit  my  for* 
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giveness  ;  but  what  followed  ?  I  repeat- 
edly wrote  to  youj  and  my  letters  were 
never  answered  ;  I  heard  of  your  conti- 
nuing in  a  course  of  vice^  long  subse- 
quent to  these  neglected  letters,  yet  still 
I  could  not  bring  myself  to  believe  you 
had  received  them,  or  that  you  could  be 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  so  infatu- 
ated by  your  new  connections,  as  to  treat, 
with  such  contemptuous  ingratitude 
the  friend  who  had  long  regarded  you 
as  the  child  of  his  adoption,  whose 
mind  he  had  cultivated,  and  whose  heart 
he  had  endeavoured  to  purify.  Deter- 
mined, however,  to  be  convinced  beyond 
dispute,  I  employed  a  friend,  in  whose 
honor  I  knew  I  could  confide,  to  make 
enquiry  on  the  spot;  that  enquiry  con- 
demned you.  With  his  own  eyes,  he 
saw  every  admonitory  epistle  I  had  sent 
lying  open,  and  scattered  in  fragments 
about  your  room  at  Shrewsbury,  and 
with  his  own  hands  did  he  convey  these 
fragments  to    me.     There  were  one  or 
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two  corroborative  circumstances  men- 
tioned bj  Mr.  Shepperton  at  the  time, 
which  left  in  my  mind  no  doubt  of  you^r 
guilt/' 

''  Still  do  I  say,  dear  Sir,**  interrupt- 
ed Reybridge,  ''  that  you  have  been 
grossly,  villanously  imposed  upon  ! 
and  the  treacherous  author  of  the  pro- 
ceeding which  you  have  now  unfolded, 
and  which  1  shudder  to  think  upon,  the 
great  Protector  of  innocence  will  one 
day  signally  punish  ! — Oh  I  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  no  wonder  you  renounced  me  ! — ■ 
Had  I  been  guilty  of  the  crimes  you 
have  imputed  to  me,  with  what  confi- 
dence could  I  have  preferred  a  prayer 
even  to  heaven  ! — On  what  pretenee 
could  I  now  insult  you,  my  venerable 
tutor,  with  my  presence  ?" — Here  the 
tear  of  mingled  grief  and  indignation 
rolled  down  our  hero's  cheek;  and  the 
old  man  did  not  perceive  it  unmoved  : 
— desiring  him  therefore  in  a  milder 
accent,  to  proceed  in  his    explanation^ 
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Ralphs  in  language  that  innocence  could 
alone  have  dictated,  not  only  disowned 
having  received  the  letters  in  question^ 
but  delivered  into  the  trembling  hands  of 
the  old  clergyman^  copies  of  all  the  let- 
ters he  had  written  to  him,  whilst  groan- 
ing under  the  weight  of  his  displeasure. 

To  corroborate  this  testimony,  he  pro- 
duced some  memoranda  which  had  been 
given  him  by  lieutenant  Fitzallen  in  his 
own  hand-writing,  and  previously  to 
their  separation ;  containing,  among 
other  particulars,  some  strong  comments 
on  the  subtle  character  of  Vaipine,  some 
observations  on  our  hero's  general  con- 
duct, and  the  facts  connected  therewith, 
by  which  it  seemed  evident  that  all  the 
letters  must  have  been  intercepted. 

He  then  produced  the  epistle  he  had 
received  from  Valpine,  when  in  India, 
and  major  Penrose's  pencil  remarks  upon 
different  passages  therein,  by  which  it 
would  appear  that  this  man  was  but  an 
engine   in  the    hands   of    some   higher 

r  5 
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power.       Mr.    Denham    M^as    thunder- 
struck by  what  he  now  saw  and    heard. 
The  innocence  of  Rejbridge  could  no 
longer  be  doubted,  but  the  criminality  of 
Valpine  it  seemed  impossible  to  detect. 
He  had  been,  at  the  same  time,  the  be- 
nefactor and  the  perfidious  enemy  of  our 
herOj  and  this  was   inconsistency  which 
seemed   to    defy   solution.      Yet  major 
Penrose's  remarks  on  the  whole  of  Rey- 
bridge's  story,  offered  an  explanation  of 
every  difficulty,   and   the  old  clergyman 
having  again    perused  them  attentively, 
seemed  strongly  inclined  to   be   of  the 
same  opinion. 

'^  My  dear  child/'  cried  he,  after  a 
long  pause,  and  tenderly  embracing  our 
Jiero,  ^^  the  ordinances  of  the  Almighty 
are  beyond  our  comprehension  ;  but 
universal  justice  and  benevolence  must 
€ver  attend  them,  in  whatever  light  they 
may  appear  to  our  imperfect  compre- 
hensions. Before  I  cau  finally  determine 
on  what  course  to  pursue  in  regard  to 
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this  man  of  mystery  and  darkness^  I  must 
hear  the  whole  of  your  story.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  this  embrace  convince 
you  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  your 
innocence,  and  once  more  receive  you  as 
the  child  of  my  adoption  and  love." 

A  description  of  Ralph's  transports 
to  find  himself  once  more  possessed  of 
his  tutor's  friendship,  I  candidly  confess 
I  am  unequal  to  ;~— even  the  fair  Louisa 
paid,  to  this  tender  reconciliation^  the 
tribute  of  a  tear  that  the  enraptured 
Reybridge  would  not  have  bartered  for 
the  richest  gem  in  the  mines  of  Gol- 
conda. 

The  happy  trio  now  repaired  to  the 
rectory,  which,,  though  a  much  larger 
building,  and,  in  every  respect  more 
commodious  than  the  Parsonage-house 
at  Stoke,  again  reminded  our  hero  of  the 
blissful  days  of  his  infancy,  when  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  viliany  of  mankind,  and 
had  not  calculated  upon  the  misery  of 
dependence,  and  the  anxieties  that  await* 
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ed  Ilis  destitute  condition;  ignorant  from 
^vhom  he  sprang^  or  what  country  gave 
him  birth  ! — Dinner  being  over^  our  hero 
was  desired  to  relate  every  particular  of 
his  story  from  the  hour  of  his  first  resi- 
dence under  the  roof  of  the  ValpineS;,  to 
the  present  time. 

*'  And^  my  dear  Ralph/'  said  the 
rector,  ''  as  I  am  finally  persuaded  you 
will  not  attempt  to  gloss  over  the  errors 
of  your  conduct  during  the  recital,  so  I 
must  insist  upon  it,  you  do  not,  from 
any  motives  of  false  delicacy,  hurry  over 
or  omit  any  circumstances  that  may  do 
jou  credit." — *'  I  shall  obey  you,  sir," 
replied  Ralph,  "  though  be  assured, 
my  too  indulgent  benefactor,  that  my 
miserable  follies  at  Shrewsbury  will  be 
but  feebly  expiated  by  the  mere  negative 
merit  of  my  conduct  since  : — To  have 
ever  forgotten  the  noble  lessons  you  took 
10  much  pains  to  inculcate  in  my  way- 
ward mind,  shows  such  a  w^ant  of  firm- 
ness, such  an  ignorance  of  the  true  value 
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and  consequence  of  virtue,  that  I  can 
scarcely  forgive  myself  for  the  trespass. 
Oh  !  my  tutor,  still  are  you  right.  I 
have  been  ungrateful  in  the  strongest 
sense  of  the  word,  for  1  forgot  t/ou  when 
I  forgot  your  instructions,  and  still  ought 
to  be  banished  from  your  protecting 
arms  !'* 

Mr.  Dcnham  was  about  to  reply,  when 
a  man  entered,  and  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  brought  by  a  servant  of  lord  Ar- 
dendale's  on  horseback;  the  contents  of 
which  were  as  follows  : 


'^  TO    THE    REV.    CHARLES    DENHAM; 


"  My  dear  friend, 

"  I  have  been  in  a  state  of  so  much 
uneasiness  and  anxiety  for  the  last  twelve 
hours,  that  I  know  not  what  may  be  the 
consequence  to  my  health. 

'^  On  the  receipt  of  this,  for  heaven's 
sake  take  measures  to  prevent  a  calamity 
that  would  embitter  my  future  moments^ 
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and  render  the  decline  of  life  as  wretch- 
ed as  was  the  dawn. 

"1  will  not  attcrppt  to  justify  my 
son's  conduct  towards  rtliss.  Ley  brook  : 
I  am  even  inclined  lo  think  it  must  Lave 
been  worse  than  it  was  represented  to 
me>  to  have  compelled  l.cr  away  in  so 
sudden  a  manner,  and  without  a  sijjgle 
man-servant  to  protect  her  on  her  jour- 
ney. I  had,  how(  vcr,  comforteci  myself 
with  the  assurance  of  her  beini**  with 
you,  and  that  a  little  ti-ae  for  reflection 
\yould  induce  her  to  fori^et  and  forgive 
Westmere's  certainly  nujuslifiable  be- 
haviour; when  a  chaise  drove  up  to 
the  door,  from  which  descended  Loui- 
sa's own  maid,  in  a  condition  of  mind 
that  filled  me  with  the  most  terrible 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  her  young 
lady.  From  her  we  were  told,  that  in 
consequence  of  an  accident  which  had 
detained  the  chaise  on  the  road,  her 
young'  mistress  had  been  intercepted  in 
her  journey,  by  a  rake  of  fashion,  a  Sir 


RALPH    REYBRIDGE.  Ill 

Frederick  Lorimer,  who,  under  pretence 
of  showing  attention  to  mu  ward,  had, 
contrary  to  every  rule  of  propriety, 
and  even  decency,  obliged  her  to  ac- 
company hira  to  his  house,  known  hy 
the  name  of  Coverley-lodge  ;  and,  at 
which  place,  it  is  also  known,  that  this 
libertine  kee[)S  a  woman  of  infamous 
character  1 

*'  How  the  poor  maid  escaped,  has  not 
yet  come  exactly  to  my  knowledge,  but 
I  fancy  it  was  owing  to  her  having  in- 
terceded with  one  of  the  servants,  who 
happened  to  be  acquainted  with  her. 

*'  As  it  was  impossible  to  keep  this 
intelligence  from  Westmere,  so  was  it 
equally  impracticable  to  restrain  the 
impetuosity  of  his  indignation  ;  and, 
before  I  could  lay  my  positive  com- 
mands upon  him,  not  to  have  any  in- 
terview with  Sir  Frederick  Lorimer,  till 
I  myself  had  called  upon  that  gentle- 
man for  an  explanation,  he  was  gone  * 
past  recal,  and  I   am,  at  this   moment, 
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under  the  most  fearful  apprehension* 
about  him.  Should  he  and  the  baronet 
meet,  fatal  consequences  must  ensue ; 
for,  however  inexcusable  his  conduct 
towards  his  fair  cousin  might  have  been, 
and  however  merited  his  present  suffer- 
ings, on  account  of  her  displeasure,  he 
has  the  tenderest  regard  for  her  happi- 
ness and  honor,  and  is,  perhaps,  at  thir 
moment,  sacrificing  his  life  in  defence  of 
both. 

''  What  this  worthless  man's  designs 
may  be,  in  detaining  Miss  Leybrook,  I 
cannot  conceive,  unless  it  be  to  frighten 
her  into  a  compliance  to  marry  him  ; 
for  I  understand  his  fortune,  though  not 
long  ago  a  noble  one,  has  been  squan- 
dered away  in  riot  and  dissipation. 
Louisa  is,  however,  above  a  compulsion 
of  this  nature,  and  Sir  Frederick,  for 
bis  own  sake,  finding  bis  case  desperate, 
will  allow  her  to  pursue  her  journey  to 
P— n.  I  cannot,  for  an  instant,  sup- 
pose he  will  presume  to  address  her  in 


RALPH    REYBRIDGE.  113 

the  language  of  a  libertine.  Pray  hea- 
ven she  may  have  reached  the  rectory 
before  Westmere's  arrival ;  then  matters 
may  still  be  accommodated  without 
bloodshed. 

"  Oh  1  my  dearest  friend  !  What  shall 
I  say  to  you  to  induce  you  to  plead  my 
8on*s  cause  once  more  to  Louisa  ?  Believe 
me^  he  appears  to  be  thoroughly  ashamed 
of  himself,  and  indeed  I  cannot  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  his  repentance,  for,  on 
my  first  proposing  to  write  to  you,  aa^ 
terior  to  the  intelligence  of  this.  Sir 
Frederick  Lorimer's  insolent  proceeding, 
he  begged  I  would  not.  ^  Miss  Ley- 
brook,*  said  he,  ^  has  already  suffered 
too  much  from  my  importunities,  and 
I  am  resolved  t©  molest  her  no  more. 
I  will  wait,  with  due  submission,  till 
the  period  of  her  minority  be  past,  ac- 
cording to  the  kind  and  just  proposal 
1  so  ungratefully,  petulently,  and  stu- 
pidly rejected  ;  if  then,  she   should   be 
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inclined  to  extend  her  forgiveness,  my 
dear  father^  and  much  ma,y  be  expected 
from  the  suavity  of  her  disposition^  I 
shall  be  blessed  indeed  !* — These  were 
his  wordsj  ray  dear  Mr.  Denham^  and 
he  is,  at  this  moment,  ignorant  that  I 
write. 


''  An  express  is  this  moment  arrived 
from  my  son. — A  rencounter  has  taken 
place  between  him  and  the  baronet, 
fortunately  without  an  accident;  Sir 
Frederick  having,  after  the  first  ex- 
change of  shot,  made  the  most  ample 
apology;  but  Miss  Leybrook  had  been 
previously  rescued  in  a  most  extraordi- 
nary manner,  the  preceding  evening. 
What  can  this  mean  ?  Surely  she  is  with 
you.  Who  else  could  have  afforded  her 
this  timely  assistance  ?  I  send  this  by 
my  own  servant,  post;  adieu  ! — For 
heaven's  sake  lose  no  time  in  relieving 
my  anxieties  about  my  dear  girl.     Those 
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for  my  son  are^  by  the  blessing  of  Pro- 
vidence, now  removed. 

Your  aft'ectionate  friend, 
''  Ahdendale/' 

Grosvenor-square, 
Tiiursday  night,  8tli  April,  17 — . 

Mr.  Denham  having'  read  this  letter 
twice  over,  ordered  the  eari's  servant  to 
be  called,  and  asked  how  soon  he  should 
be  sufficiently  refreshed  to  pursue  his 
journey  back  to  town.  *'  I  was  com- 
manded. Sir,"  replied  the  messenger,, 
^'  to  waste  as  little  time  as  possible,  and, 
as  I  am  to  be  relieved  on  the  road,  shall 
be  ready  to  set  out  again  in  an  hour,  if 
your  reverence  pleases.'' — The  old  cler- 
gyman immediately  gave  orders  that  he 
should  be  properly  taken  care  of;  then 
retiring  to  his  study,  replied  to  his  no- 
ble friend  in  the  following  terms  : 
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"    TO    THE    RIGHT    HON.    THE    EARL    OF 
ARDENDALE. 


''  Mj  lord, 

''  Miss  Leybrook  was  rescued  from 
Iier  degrading  and  dangerous  situation,^ 
in  an  '  extraordinary  manner.'  She 
owes  her  safety,  my  lord,  to  a  young 
man  whom  I  have  long  unjustly  de- 
prived of  the  protection  I  once  promised 
him,  through  the  artifices  of  some  se- 
cret enemy.  She  is  safe  with  me,  and 
M'eir. 

*'  The  case  of  my  much  injured  pupil, 
Ralph  Reybridge,  is,  my  lord,  of  so  un- 
common a  nature,  that,  old  as  I  am, 
and  but  ill  prepared  as  I  feel  to  encoun- 
ter the  close  and  skilful  machinations  of 
long  practised  duplicity,  I  am  deter- 
mined, once  more,  to  visit  a  metropolis 
I  never  thought  io  have  seen  again,  I 
will  even  venture,  on  this  occasion,  to- 
claim  from  your  lordship  what  you  once 
so  generously  promised,  your  assistance 
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and  advice  in  the  cause  of  a  youth  who 
was  never^  a  few  irregularities  excepted 
into  which  bad  example  led  him,  un- 
worthy of  both,  and  I  make  this  claim 
with  an  assurance,  that  when  you  shall 
have  heard  all  the  particulars  of  the 
dark  story  we  have  to  tell,  and  duly 
weighed  the  observations  thereon,  by 
two  gentlemen  who  thought  it  worth 
while  to  commit  them  to  paper,  you 
will  grant  him  such  protection  as  he 
may  deem  it  requisite  to  request  from 
you.  I  shall  bring  him  with  me  to 
town.  I  will  even,  if  you  permit  me^ 
introduce  him  to  your  lordship,  and  to 
lord  Westmere.  Even  Mr.  Valpine 
must  condescend  to  recognize  him,  though 
he  has  returned  from  India  in  direct  op- 
position to  his  advice,  and  greatly  con- 
trary, I  fancy,  to  his  expectations  and 
wishes. 

''  Having  thus,  my  lord,  apprized  you 
of  my  intentions,  it  is  for  your  lordship 
to  determine  whether  you  will  choose  to 
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assist  ine  in  the  investigation  of  truths  so 
deeply  interesting  to  Mr.  Reybridge; 
and,  in  which,  I  confess  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  call  for  explanations  from  a 
g'entlenian  who  has  lately  contrived  to 
stand  very  high  in  your  lordship's  opi- 
nion. I,  however,  have  that  firm  reli* 
ance  on  your  lordship's  love  of  justice, 
that  I  am  almost  confident  this  assistance 
will  be  joyfully  rendered  me.  Should 
it  be  otherwise,  as  I  do  not  purpose  sett- 
ing out  till  Monday  morning,  you  will 
l^ave  full  time  to  decline  the  introduc- 
tion I  propose. 

'^  As  I  think  I  may  depend  upon  the 
assurances  of  lord  Westmere  in  regard  to 
Mi»s  Leybrook;  but,  at  all  events,  upon 
your  lordship's  protecting  her  from  fur- 
ther molestation  on  the  subject  of  mar- 
riage, till  she  may  be  willing  herself 
to  admit  the  discussion,  I  shall  persuade 
her  to  return  with  me  to  London,  and 
you  may  rely  also  upon  my  utmost  en- 
deavours to  induce  her  to  forget  her  re- 
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sentment  against  lord  Westmere^  in  con- 
sequence of  what  he  said  to  your  lord- 
ship ;  and  to  consent,  on  certain  stipu- 
lations^ when  she  comes  of  age^  to  admit 
his  addresses  once  more. 

I  remain. 

My  lord. 
Your  lordship's  sincere 
and  grateful  servant, 
"Charles  Denham." 

p n,  10th  April,  17— 

The  good  man  having  finished  his  let- 
ter, descended  with  it  to  his  young 
friends,   and  read   to  them  its  contents. 

Our  hero's  emotions,  on  that  part  of  it 
which  respected  himself,  were  not  to  be 
suppressed;  he  flung  himself  on  the 
bosom  of  his  revered  benefactor,  and  it 
was  some  minutes  before  the  worthy 
rector  c(*uld  cairn  the  perturbation  of 
his  grateful  heart.  Louisa,  whose  at- 
tention had  been  interested,  and  whose 
heart  had  b^en  softened  by  the  events  of 
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the  day,  made  no  objection  to  accompa- 
njing  her  venerable  protector  to  town, 
but  to  the  thoughts  of  suffering,  at  any 
timCj  the  renewed  addresses   of  West- 
mere,    she  seemed  to    feel  greater  re- 
pugnance than    ever,    though   she  ad- 
mitted what  he  had  said  to  his  father  to 
be  considerate^  and  even  generous.    The 
earl*s  servant  being  now  dismissed,  and 
the  little  party  again  settled  round  the 
rector's  fire,  Ralph  began,  without  fur- 
ther preparation,  his  eventful  story,  re- 
lating it,  as  Mr.  Denham  requested  him, 
"without  the  slightest  reserve,  or  the  omis- 
sion of  a  single  circumstance  that  could 
either  sink  or  raise  him  in  the  esteem  of 
his  auditors.   Mr.  Deaham  was  variously 
affected  and  astonished  in  the  course  of 
the  narrative,    and  the  blooming  cheeks 
of  Louisa  were  frequently  bedewed  with 
tears;  but,    as  our    hero  had  very  pru- 
dently kept  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  no  less 
pleasing,  though   more  placid  features 
of  his  tutor^  during  his  recital,  he  es- 
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of  tenderness  would  inevitably  have 
thrown  him  into.  Having  concluded, 
the  old  rector  rose  from  his  seat,  and^ 
again  affectionately  embracing  his  pu- 
pilj  "  I  thank  you/*  cried  he,  ''  my 
dear  good  lad,  for  as  such  I  am  proud 
to  acknowledge  you^  and  blessed  be  the 
Father  of  all  good^  that  has  allowed  me 
once  more  to  encircle  in  my  arms  the 
still  guileless,  amiable  child  of  my  first 
and  best  affections.  If  any  thing  had 
been  wanting,  Ralph,  to  convince  me  of 
the  vile  falsities  that  have  been  so  long 
operating  to  your  prejudice,  it  would 
have  been  your  own  relation  of  your  own 
adventures.'* 

In  this  opinion  Miss  Leybrook  looked 
her  full  acquiescence,  and  the  tea-things 
being  brought,  she,  at  the  old  man's 
request,  did  the  duties  of  this  comfort- 
able recreation,  but  she  was  with  our 
hero  in  the  sea,  and  poor  Sefton  in  the 
jungle,  the  whole  time. 

The   next   day    passed   without    any 
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thing  material  occurring  ;  yet,  notwith- 
standing the  caution  of  our  hero^  it  wa« 
impossible  to  blind  the  eyes  of  his  tutor 
to  the   unfortunate   attachment  he  had 
formed.     On  Sunday^  therefore,  he  con- 
trived that  Louisa  should  go  to  church 
under  the  guidance  of  an  elderly  lady  of 
bis  acquaintance,  whilst  Ralph  was  de- 
stined  to    a   pew  by  himself.      On  the 
same  evening,  when  Miss  Leybrook  had 
retired  to  her  chamber,  the  good  man 
thus  addressed  him.     '^  My  dear  Ralphs 
it   is  with  more  pain   than    surprise,  I 
observe  you  have  not  been  able  to  con- 
template, unmoved,   the  various  attrac- 
tions of  the  charming  young  woman  who 
has  just  left  us, — but  as  you  know  the 
peculiar   delicacy  of  her  present  situa- 
tion, I  need  not  caution  you  against  the 
indulgence  of  a  rising  passion  that  can 
only  end  in  the  bitterest  disappointment 
to  your  present  hopes  and  future  expec- 
tations.    1  have  no  doubt  of  lord  Ar- 
dendale's  zealous  exertions   in  your  fa- 
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vour^  but  bis  son  is  of  an  impetuous  and 
suspicious  temper^  and  will^  I  fear,  look 
with  a  jealous  eye  upon  a  youtb  of  your 
appearance  and  qualifications^  notwith- 
standing the  wide  disparity  of  your  ranks 
and  pretensions  in  life.  Miss  Leybrook 
has  a  strong  and  feeling  mind,  with  a 
heart  vulnerable  to  the  softest  impres- 
sions^ for  her  sake,  therefore,  as  well  as 
your  own^  you  will  be  particularly 
guarded  in  your  conduct,  nor  suffer  a 
word  to  escape  you  that  may  express  a 
warmer  sentiment  than  respect.  I  have, 
I  believe,  frequently  promised  that  I 
would  impart  to  you  the  history  of  lord 
Ardendale,  and  relate  those  melancholy 
events  of  his  life  that  first  brought  us 
acquainted,  whilst  I  was  the  rector  of 
Stoke. 

''  As  you  will  shortly,  I  hope,  be  in- 
troduced to  him,  I  will  no  longer  keep 
this  history  from  you,  as  it  will  open 
your  heart  to  respect  and  love  a  man  who 
has  suffered  greatly  under  domestic  ca- 
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lamitjj  but  who  has  been  saved  to  bis 
friends  and  his  country  by  that  sacred 
influence,  which  religion  must  ever  pour 
upon  a  well  disposed  mind. 

''  Attend  then,  my  dear  boy,  and 
when  you  have  heard  the  tale  of  his 
early  sorrows  and  misfortunes,  you  will 
no  longer  wonder  at  my  feeling  so  anx* 
ious  that  the  close  of  his  life  should 
have  ull  its  comforts  ** — Ralph  listened 
with  the  profound  est  attention,  and  the 
rector  began  in  the  following  words. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

In  which  Mr,  Denham  commences  the 
histori/  of  the  Earl  of  Ardendale. 

Mr.  Denham  began  his  story  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  In  the  ages  of  feudal  barbarity, 
nothing  was  more  common  than  diifer- 
cnces  and  contentions  among  the  neigh- 
bouring nobility  ;  but  they  were  gene- 
rally decided  at  once  by  the  point  of  the 
sword,  and  rarely  thought  of  after- 
wards. The  misunderstandings  of  the 
present  day  are  not  so  easily  cancelled, 
and  frequently  degenerate  into  the  most 
inveterate  and  permanent  hatred.  It  is 
not  material  to  the  present  history,  to 
trace  back  the  origin  of  those  dis- 
putes,  which  for  many  years  back  have 
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divided  the  noble  houses  of  Ardendale 
and  Carringsfort  ;  suffice  it  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  first  impression  which 
the  father  of  the  present  earl  was  most 
anxious  to  stamp  upon  his  son's  mind, 
when  he  was  capable  of  reasoning,  was 
the  enmity  it  became  his  dutr/  to  bear, 
on  every  occasion,  towards  the  marquis 
of  Carringsfort  and  his  family. 

*'  On  my  first  acquaintance  with  the 
old  earl,  at  the  university,  1  admired 
the  depth  of  his  understanding,  the 
quickness  of  his  penetration,  and  a  ge- 
neral sense  of  rectitude  that  appeared 
to  govern  his  actions  and  conversation  ; 
he  likewise  professed  a  just  regard  for 
morality,  and  his  judgment  was  so  ge- 
nerally correct,  that  he  would  have 
been  the  last  man  I  should  have  sus- 
Dected  of  adopting  prfjudices  so  dero- 
gatory to  the  principles  of  a  good  phi- 
losopher, and  a  good  christian.  But 
this  is  one  proof,  among  a  thousand,  of 
the  fallibility  of  our  natures ;   and  how 
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far  distant  mc  sometimes  are  from  the 
goal  of  perfection,  at  the  very  time  we 
fancy  ourselves  nearly  approaching  it. 

"  On  succeeding  to  his  title  and  es- 
tates^ he  presented  me,  in  consideration 
of  our  former  intimacy,  with  the  small 
living  of  Stoke,  and  his  marriage  with 
lady  Louisa  Leybrook  followed  soon 
after.  The  present  earl  was  born  in  the 
second  year  of  this  union,  and,  like 
other  heirs  of  great  families,  received 
rather  an  ornamental^  than  a  useful 
education.  With  a  rnind,  however, 
naturally  well  disposed,  he  had  sense 
enough  to  perceive  and  despise  flattery  ; 
and,  as  he  was  fond  of  reading  and 
observation,  he  had  few  opportunities 
of  imbibing  either  the  false  pride  of  his 
father,  or  the  extravagant  propensities 
of  the  countess. 

'^  Attached,  however,  equally  to  both 
these  beloved  parents,  his  chief  study 
was  to  prevent  their  wishes,  and,  al- 
though it  was  always  mortifying  to  him 
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to  hear  the  earPs  lectures  on  the  pro- 
priety  of  maintaining  the  dignity  of  one 
house^  bv  nourishing  animosity  towards 
another^,  and  equally  unpleasant  to  be 
consulted  by  his  mother  oa  her  plans  of 
dissipation,  yet  he  never  ventured  to 
oppose,  for  fear  of  offending  them.  So 
sincerely,  indeed,  did  he  love  them,  that 
te  would  sometimes  acquiesce  in  sentir 
ments  his  heart  could  not  wholly  ap- 
prove, that  he  might  reap  the  satis- 
faction of  contributing  i\i  their  happi- 
ness. 

'"  This  excellent  young  man  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  when  his  father  proposed 
that  he  should  make  the  tour  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  the  Iversfield  estate,  in  Ire- 
land, descending  to  the  earl  about  the 
same  time,  by  the  sudden  death  of  his 
aunt,  lady  Iversfield,  it  was  determined 
that  lord  Westmere  should  previously 
pay  a  visit  to  this  acquisition  of  pro- 
perty, for  i\io  piirpo&e  of  ascertaining 
what   repairs  rnight  be  wanting  to  the^ 
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old  mansion,  and  making-  sntli  new  ar- 
rangements on  the  estate  in  general,  as 
he  might  judge  requisite. 

''  Lord  Westmere  inherited  all  the 
good  qualities  of  his  father^  without  his 
frailties;  my  patron's  marriage  had, 
indeed,  completely  estranged  him  from 
his  former  rational  pursuits^  and  instead 
of  resisting,  he  had  fatally  acquiesced 
in  all  that  profusion  and  dissipation 
which  brought  the  countess  to  an  un- 
timely grave.  Though  the  €on  saw  and 
pitied  the  weakness  of  his  parents,  his 
respect  for  them  checked  every  obser- 
vation which  he  thought  might  be  con- 
strued by  them  into  impertinence  ; — 
especially  by  his  mother,  whose  haughty 
and  overbearing  spirit  could  ill  biook 
contradiction  on  any  topic ;  still  less  on 
the  theme  of  her  favourite  pleasures. 

'^  But  though  lord  Westmere  for- 
bore to  remonstrate,  he  could^  on  no 
occasion,  be  induced  to  encourage  this 
levity  of  temper  in  the  countess ;   hence 
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was  it  with  the  less  regret  that  she  saw 
bim  take  bis  departure  from  Rothwell 
Castle.  The  earl  was  more  deeply  af- 
fected. In  the  society  and  conversation 
of  this  amiable  son^  be  bad,  in  spite  of 
bis  fondness  for  his  ladv.  and  bis  un- 
conditional  submission  to  her  caprices^ 
experienced  his  only  moments  of  true 
delight  ;  and  be  saw^  not  till  it  was  too 
latcj  tbat  be  had  not  fairly  estimated  the 
value  of  such  acompanion^  or  considered 
that  bis  loss  would  be  irreparable.  A 
renunciation  of  the  scheme  was  now, 
however,  impracticable.  Westmere,  ar» 
dent,  aspiring,  with  quick  sensibility, 
and  anxious  to  become  conversant  in 
men  and  manners,  bad  already  antici- 
pated tbe  advantages  be  should  receive 
from  a  continental  tour,  and  could  not 
endure  tbe  thoughts  of  a  disappoint- 
ment. Tbe  earl,  therefore,  gave  way ; 
and,  though  our  youth  quitted  not  the 
castle  from  which  be  was  so  long  to  be 
absent,  without  a  pang,  yet  his  concera 
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was  quickly  dissipated  by  the  variely  of 
pleasing  reflections  that  accompanied 
him  on  his  journey, 

"  Lord  Ardendale  had  not  so  suc- 
cessfully infused  that  rancorous  spirit 
of  prejudice  against  the  descendants  of 
the  Carringsfort  family  into  the  breast 
of  his  own  son,  as  his  late  father  had 
instilled  it  into  him.  The  noble  nature 
of  the  young  lord  revolted  at  so  unrea- 
sonable^ and  indeed  so  culpable  a  con- 
straint ;  and,  as  he  was  now  going  to 
Ireland,  and  as  the  marquis's  estates, 
though  not  contiguous^  were  at  no  very 
great  distance  from  Iversfield,  he  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  see  this  nobleman, 
and  endeavour  to  effect  a  reconciliation. 
Nay,  he  even  went  so  far  as  to  write  to 
his  father  on  the  subject,  and  proposed, 
that  if  a  fair  opportunity  should  offer  of 
putting  an  end  to  so  long  and  unprofit- 
able a  contention,  that  it  should  not  be 
neglected,  and  he  promised  to  make  use 
of  it  without  descending  to  the  slightest 
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submission.  He  urged,  moreover^  that 
an  oblivion  of  wrongs  which  the  pie- 
sent  parties  knew  little  of,  and  which 
false  pride  or  malice  might  from  the 
beginning,  have  exaggerated,  could 
only  redound  to  the  credit  of  both 
families.  To  this  benevolent  proposi- 
tion, he  received,  from  the  infatuated 
earl,  an  intemperate  and  decisive  nega- 
iive,  accompanied  by  a  prohibition  that 
he  should,  on  no  pretence  whcitever^ 
hold  any  direct  or  indirect  communica- 
tion with  the  marquis  of  Carringsfort 
or  any  part  of  his  family  on  pain  of  his 
irrevocable  displeasure.  Wcstmere, 
whilst  he  lan)ented  this  blind  submis- 
sion to  hereditary  prejudices,  was  uevei- 
theless  determined,  so  far  as  it  was  in 
his  power,  to  obey  this  solemn  com- 
mand. Be  had  the  satisfaction  of  re- 
jecting that  he  had  declared  his  senti- 
nnents  on  the  subject,  and  still  ventured 
to  indulge  a  hope  that,  in  process  of 
time,  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
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renewing  his  application  with  better 
success. 

'^  As  the  sweetness  of  his  disposition 
had  endeared  the  heir  of  Ardendale 
from  his  infancy  to  all  ranks  and  de- 
scriptions of  people^  he  was  welcomed 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy,  by  the 
old  domestics  of  Iversfield.  Little^ 
however,  appeared  necessary  to  be  done 
on  the  estate,  except  some  slight  repairs 
of  the  antique  mansion.  The  household 
establishment  was  reported  by  Mr.  Ew- 
stace  the  steward,  unexceptionable  :— 
and  the  tenants  sober,  regular,  and  reli- 
gious. His  stay  in  Ireland  would  have 
been  consequently  very  short,  but  for 
an  incident  that  was  the  foundation  of  a 
train  of  misfortunes  which  nearly  bowed 
him  to  an  early  grave,  and  which  still 
continues  to  throw  a  gloom  over  his 
most  tranquil  moments. 

*'  The  morning  prior  to  his  return  to 
England,  from  whence  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  have  departed   immediately  for 
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Paris,   he  received   a  card  of  invitation 
couched   in    terms   of  great   politeness, 
from    Sir    Charles    Malaney,    a    jouni^ 
baronet  of  fashion  and    fortune,    -whose 
estate  was  contiguous  to  Iversfield^    re- 
questing   his    company    to    a   ball    and 
supper  at    which    many    families   from 
Dublin,    and   the  neighbouring  nobility 
and  gentry  were  to  be  present.    Though 
anxious   to   be   gone   and    by  no  means 
disposed  to  partake  in  such  amusements, 
he  could  not,    consistently  with   polite- 
ness, refuse  this  invitation.     Sir  Charles 
had    been    frequently  at     lady    Arden- 
dale's  parties  in  London,  and  was  once  or 
twice  at  Fothwell  Castle,  but  as  he  was 
a  youth  of  loose  principles  and  frivolous 
conversation,    Westmere  had    made    no 
advances    towards    cultivating    his    ac- 
quaintance, though    he  was  professedly 
a  favourite  with  the  countess.     On  the 
present  occasion,  however,  he  thought 
civility  at  least  was  due  to  him,  and  he 
attended  the  fete  accordingly. 
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''  The  fashionable  Sir  Charles  re- 
ceived him  with  great  cordiality^  hut 
was  soon  called  to  attend  to  other  vi- 
sitors, and  Westmere  was  left,  agreeably 
to  his  wishes,  alone.  His  person  and 
address  were,  however,  too  striking  to 
elude  enquiry,  but,  as  he  declined 
dancing,  he  had  an  early  opportunity 
of  escaping  from  an  observation,  whicb 
in  a  few  minutes  became  general,  and 
consequently  embarrassing. 

*'  In  turning  the  corner  of  a  room 
wherein  refreshments  were  preparing, 
and  which  led  to  a  beautiful  parterre, 
he  observed  a  very  interesting  figure  of 
a  young  lady  sitting  in  a  pensive  pob- 
ture,  and  apparently  occupied  by  far 
different  reflections  from  those  of  the 
dancers  within.  Curiosity  was  not  a 
predominant  feature  in  the  character  of 
lord  Westmere,  yet  it  was  more  likely 
to  attract  him  in  the  garb  of  sorrow, 
than  in  the  garish  colours  of  festivity 
and   merriment;    and^  .on  the   present 
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occasicn^  he  could  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  approaching,  and  speaking'  to 
the  solitary  stranger. 

''  But^  if  he  had  been  struck  with  the 
ijgure  of  this  yoiin^^  lady^,  what  were 
his  sensations  on  beholding  features, 
which  to  exquisite  loveliness  joined 
the  most  animating  expression.  Her 
eyes  were  suffused  with  tears,  vet  she 
endeavoured  to  conceal  her  emotion  on 
the  approach  of  lord  \^estmere,  and 
would  have  withdrawn,  had  not  his 
lordship,  in  a  manner  at  once  the  most 
respectful  and  consoling,  petitioned 
her  to  keep  her  seat. 

"  I  will  not  detain  you,  mj  dear  boy, 
by  entering  into  the  particulars  of  the 
conversation  that  followed.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  the  suavity  of  his  lordship's 
manner,  and  the  unaffected  interest  it 
was  obvious  he  took  in  her  distress, 
induced  Miss  St.  Aubyu,  the  nam>c  of 
the  lady,  to  reveal  some  important 
particulars    of  her   story.      You    may 
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guess  the  feelings  of  this  amiable  joung 
man,  when  she  gave  him  to  understand 
that  she  was  the  niece  of  the  present 
Marquis  of  Carringsfort^  and  that  the 
marquis  himself,  and  his  two  daughters, 
the  lady  Lawreys,  were  then  in  the 
ball-room  ! — Her  further  account  was 
simple  and  affecting.  By  the  untimely 
death  of  Colonel  St.  Aubyn  her  only 
parent,  she  had  been  thrown,  an  orphan, 
on  the  protection  of  his  brother,  lord 
Carringsfort ;  but  his  lordship,  born  to 
consider  riches  and  pedigree  the  only 
distinctions  of  life,  and  considering 
poverty,  whether  the  result  of  misfor- 
tune or  imprudence,  equally  a  degrada- 
tion, had  received  her  with  a  cold 
indifference,  which,  as  her  beauty  ex- 
panded, and  her  superior  merits  and 
accomplishments  attracted  the  general 
admiration  from  the  lady  Lawreys,  his 
own  daughters,  soon  settled  into  hate  ; 
and  nothing  but  the  opprobrium  which 
he  was  apprehensive  might  follow  such. 
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conduct,  had  prevented  him  from  with- 
drawing from  her  his  protection  alto- 
gether. Compelled^  therefore,  to  keep 
up  some  appearance  of  regard  to  the 
daughter  of  an  only  brother,  she  was 
now  suffered  to  visit  with  the  ladv 
Lawrejs,  but  more  in  the  quality  of 
their  dependant,  than  their  cousin.  In 
this  humiliating  situation,  she  had  long 
endured,  with  exemplary  patience,  the 
malice  and  ill-humours  of  these  unfeel- 
ing sprigs  of  fashion,  and  was  obliged, 
on  occasions  when  she  was  desired  to 
appear  in  public  with  them,  to  retire, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  some  unfrequent- 
ed spot,  that  she  might  escape  the  sneers 
and  affected  commiseration  of  the  sur- 
rounding circle. 

''  Such  was  the  substance  of  Miss 
St.  Aubyn's  relation,  every  word  of 
which  went  to  Westmere*s  heart.  The 
confidence  thus  reposed  in  him  by  a 
lovely  young  woman,  rendered  still  more 
charming  in  his  eyes  by  her  misfortunes. 
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her  modest  and  unaiFected  manners^  the 
phiintive  eloquence  of  her  voice,  all 
contributed  to  fascinate,  and  fix  him; 
andj  in  the  first  transports  of  his  mingled 
esteem,  and  indignation,  as  she  con- 
cluded her  story,  he  vowed  to  redress 
her  grievances  at  the  hazard  of  his  life. 
The  projected  reconciliation  v^^ith  such 
a  man  as  the  marquis,  was  now  com- 
pletely abandoned,  and  he  only  thought 
of  the  means  of  extricating  the  beautiful 
Miss  St.  Aubyn  from  her  present  dis- 
tressing situation  under  his  lordship's 
roof.  But  lord  Westmere  did  not 
consider,  that,  though  an  object  of  per- 
secution she  was  still  closely  related  to 
this  marquis  of  Carringsfort,  and  that 
in  vindicating  her  cause,  he  was  still 
espousing  the  interests  of  a  part  of  his 
family.  The  unbefriended  condition 
of  this  prudent  young  lady,  prevented 
her  from  placing  too  implicit  a  confi- 
dence in  Westmere's  first  wild  declara- 
tions, though  she  had  heard  him  with  a 
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warmer  interest  than  mere  respect  re- 
quires, and  had  been  struck  by  the  noble 
frankness  of  his  manner  and  expression*: 
she  ventured  not  however  to  indulge  a 
hope,  that,  from  so  short  an  acquaint- 
ance, the  protection  his  lordship  might 
be  ultimately  induced  to  oflfer  her,  would 
be  such  as  she  might  honourably  ex- 
pect. 

''  His  lordship  in  the  mean  tiiiie  re- 
turned to  Iversfield  in  a  state  of  pertur- 
bation and  anxiety  till  then  entireljr 
iiew  to  him.  The  image  of  this  sweet 
girl  was  continually  before  him,  and  he 
too  incautiously  yielded  to  those  tender 
sensations,  which,  for  the  first  time, 
took  possession  of  his  heart.  To  these, 
however,  succeeded  more  rational  con- 
siderations. He  saw  the  difficulty  and 
danger  that  would  attend  any  communi- 
cation v/ith  the  haughty  marquis  on  the 
subject  of  his  niece's  grievances,  nor  did 
it  escape  him  that  such  an  interference 
auAt   be  made  a  powerful  weapon  of 
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calumny  in  the  hands  of  her  enemies. 
Shrinking,  therefore^  from  the  task  he 
had  undertaken,  and  finally  reflecting 
that  his  conduct  in  the  aftair  might, 
however  excusable  and  even  commend- 
able, greatly  incense  his  father,  he  de- 
termined to  think  no  more  of  the  matter, 
and  to  quit  Ireland  without  loss  of  time. 

''  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  he 
set  off  the  following  morning  for  Dub- 
lin ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  two  or 
three  exertions  to  continue  in  this  course, 
he  unexpectedly  discovered  that  to  fly 
from  Miss  St.  Aubyn  and  her  misfor- 
tunes was  impossible.  He  was,  indeed, 
alarmed  to  And  that  a  deeper  and  more 
dangerous  impression  had  been  made 
upon  his  heart  than  the  most  zealous 
friendship  and  compassion  had  the  power 
to  stamp  ;  in  short,  that  his  future  hap- 
piness depended  on  a  union  which  nei- 
ther prudence,  interest,  or  duty  could 
sanction. 

^'  His  fair  mistress  was  not  only  des- 
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iitute  of  friends  and  fortune,  but  had 
been  declared  bj  her  unworthy  uncle, 
as  sprung  from  a  degenerated  branch  of 
his  family,  and  not  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect it  claimed.  Was  it,  therefore, 
possible  that  his  indignant  father  would 
condescend  to  acknowledge,  as  his 
daughter,  the  cast-off^ niece  of  his  avow- 
ed enemy  ?  Could  he  bear  to  think  that 
such  a  conduct  on  his  part,  would,  in 
the  eyes  of  lord  Carringsfort,  have  the 
appearance  of  a  base  concession,  and 
that  the  marquis  would  regard  it  only 
with  contemptuous  exultation  ?  Mar- 
riage, therefore,  was  impossible.  Yet 
his  noble  heart  revolted  at  the  idea  of 
seduction,  and  so  truly  was  it  the  seat  of 
honour,  ^hat  I  do  not  think,  with  all 
these  impediments  to  a  lawful  connex- 
ion, he  would  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  most  yielding  weakness  in  his  favor. 
^^  Lord  Carringsfort's  residence  at  this 
time  was  at  Oakbridge,  about  ten  miles 
from  Iversfield.     Westmere,  still  mind- 
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ful  of  bis  father's  prohibition^  shuddered 
at  the  idea  of  introducing  himself  in  his 
real  character^  yet  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  he  should  be  announced  to  the 
family  before  he  could  see  Miss  St. 
Aubjn ;  for,  so  closely  was  she  ob- 
served, and  so  constantly  was  she  in 
requisition,  from  the  capricious  wants  of 
her  cousins,  that  a  clandestine  interview 
would  have  been  attended  with  almost 
certain  detection.  Unable,  therefore,  to 
conquer  for  the  present  his  unfortunate 
passion,  which,  however,  he  still  flat- 
tered himself  he  should  be  able  ulti- 
mately to  subdue,  he  adopted  a  feigned 
name,  and  contrived,  with  some  diffi- 
culty, to  get  introduced  at  Oakbridge  as 
a  distant  relation  of  the  late  Mr.  St. 
Aubyn,  and  was  presented  by  the  mar- 
quis to  his  niece,  as  Mr.  Clitheroe. 
Fortunately  the  Miss  Lawreys  were 
absent  when  the  introduction  took  place 
or  the  confusion  of  their  cousin^  during 
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this  ceremony,   might  not  have  passed 
unobserved. 

"  It  was  some  time  before  lord  West- 
more  found  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
to  this  amiable  girl,  the  motive  which 
obliged  him  to  assume  a  name  to  which 
he  had  not  the  slightest  pretensions ; 
but  his  explanation  was  far  from  being 
satisfactory  to  her.  A  son  thus  flying 
in  the  face  of  a  father,  however  preju- 
diced, appeared  to  her  in  so  culpable  a 
light,  that  she  would  not,  for  a  long  time 
be  induced  to  listen  to  those  ardent  pro- 
fessions of  regard  which  lord  Westmere 
had  vainly  endeavoured  to  withhold,  but 
which  were  now  abundantly  poured  forth 
at  every  visit.  Yet  she  could  not  en- 
tirely command  a  hearty  which,  from 
almost  the  first  moment,  had  beat  for 
him  alone :  nor  could  she,  in  his  society, 
conceal  the  pleasure  it  gave  her,  or 
confine  her  sentiments  to  that  cold  me- 
dium which  bespeaks  neither  friendship 
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nor  love.  He^  indeed,  had  soon  been 
convinced  of  her  preference,  and,  after  a 
few  desperate  struggles,  determined,  at 
all  hazards,  to  make  her  his  wife. 

''  In  his  letters  to  his  father,  who 
began  to  wonder  at  his  long  stay  at  Ivers- 
field,  he  had  never  once  given  a  hint  of 
i^e  real  cause  of  his  detention,  but  it 
now  became  necessary  for  him  to  decide 
whether  he  should  or  should  not  marry 
Miss  St.  Aubyn,  without  asking  his  fa- 
ther's and  the  covmtess*s  consent.  On 
reflection,  he  thought  it  would  be  safer 
that  the  wedding  should  previously  take 
place^  and  thus  depend  rather  upon  the 
strength  of  their  affection  for  him,  for 
forgiveness  of  an  irremediable  fault, 
than  risk  the  loss  of  all  his  hopes  by  a 
reference  which  might  subject  him  to; 
the  denunciation  of  a  father's  curse. 

"  Having  introduced  himself  to  the 
marquis  as  a  man  of  small  fortune,  that 
selfish  nobleman  was  glad  of  so  good  an 
opportunity  of  getting   his   poor  uiece 
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©ff  his  liands^  and  gave  every  encou- 
ragement to  his  addresses,  accordingly. 
Miss  St.  Aubyn's  reluctance^  neverthe- 
less, to  unite  her  fate  to  the  heir  of  a 
noble  family  in  so  clandestine  a  manner, 
was  not  to  be  surmounted  : — disgrace 
and  wretchedness  could  only  be  the  con- 
sequences of  such  a  union,  and  she  con- 
tinued a  considerable  time  deaf  to  her 
lover's  remonstrances,  entreaties,  and 
even  tears. 

"  At  length  her  resolution  gave  way 
to  his  constant  and  ardent  solicitatioDs, 
and  she  consented  to  be  his  wife. 

'^  But,  although  lord  Westmere  had 
been  obliged  to  carry  on  his  courtship 
under  an  assumed  name,  every  princi- 
ple of  honour  and  delicacy  forbade  that 
he  should  continue  the  deception  at  the 
altar  ;  and  his  design  was,  having  once 
obtained  Miss  St.  Aubyn's  consent,  to 
have  conveyed  her  immediately  to  Eng- 
land, and  have  had  the  ceremony  per- 
formed privatply  in  London.     To  this 
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arrangement,  his  fair  mistress,  who  had 
an    implicit  confidence    in  his  delicacy 
and    integrity,  made    little    objection  ; 
but   it   was    unexpectedly  opposed  by 
lord    Carringsfort,     who    was   so    well 
pleased   with  the  match,  that  he  conde- 
scended to  intimate,  that  he  would  him- 
self give  away  the  bride  in  his  own  cha- 
pel.    This  was  an  honour  to  which  the 
least  objection  would  have  looked  very 
suspicious,    especially   as   the    marquis 
had  lately  been  given  to  understand,   in 
spite  of  the  cautions  of  Westmere,  that 
the  heir  of  Ardendale  was  still  a  resident 
at  Iversfield. 

*^  Sir  Charles  Malaney,  at  the  time  he 
had  sent  his  invitation  to  the  young  lord, 
did  not  advert  to  the  impropriety  of 
bringing  together,  on  an  occasion  of 
festivity,  persons  he  had  reason  to  sup- 
pose were  so  inimical  to  each  other. 
On  the  appearance,  however,  of  lord 
Carringsfort  and  his  daughters,  the  in- 
advertence he  had  been  guilty   of,  im*' 
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mediately  struck  him  :  for,  though  the 
parties  were  at  the  time  unknown  to 
one  another,  it  was  not  possible  they 
could  have  remained  so  long,  had  not 
Westmere  so  suddenly  quitted  the  ball- 
room. After  his  lordship's  conversation 
with  Miss  St.  Aubyn,  he  went  away; 
from  which  circumstance,  the  marquis, 
(though  he  was  soon  made  acquainted 
by  the  officious  babblers  about  him,  that 
lord  Ardendale's  only  son  was  then  at 
the  fete),  was  spared,  as  were  his  ac- 
complished daughters,  the  mortification 
of  seeing  him. 

^^  As  lord  Carringsfort's  proposition 
was  not,  therefore,  to  be  rejected,  it  was 
embraced,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
subsequent  suspicions,  with  much  ap- 
parent gratitude,  by  the  pretended  Mr. 
Clitheroe,  and  a  day  was  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  the  nuptials.  In  the 
mean  time,  Westmere  projected  a  plan 
of  escape  from  Oakbridge,  which  the 
most  scrupulous   delicacy,  where  there 
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was  SO  much  love  and  confidence,  and 
so  many  difficulties  to  be  surmounted, 
could  not  but  approve.  The  plan  was, 
that  on  the  evening'  preceding  the  cere^ 
mony,  a  post-chaise  should  be  ia  wait- 
ing, at  a  particular  spot,  to  convey  them 
to  Iversfield,  where  a  Roman  Catholic, 
as  well  as  a  Protestant  priest,  for  Miss 
St.  Aubyn  was  a  Papist,  should  )3e  in 
waiting,  with  a  proper  license,  to  join 
their  hands,  agreeably  to  the  respective 
forms  of  each  persuasion. 

*'*'  As  this  process  was  simple,  it  \yas 
easily  and  successfully  effected.  Their 
escape  was  made,  without  a  suspicion 
having  been  excited,  and  the  indissolu- 
ble knot  was  tied,  with  the  omission  of 
no  one  ceremony  that  could  invalidate 
the  marriage. 

''  Being  thus  put  in  possession  of  the 
woman  he  might  be  almost  -said  to 
adore,  lord  Westmere  saw  the  necessity 
of  immediately  rescuing  her  character 
from  the  imputations  which  would  be 
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cast  upon  it,  in  consequence  of  her 
elopement.  He  accordingly  wrote  to 
lord  Caringsfort  in  civil,  and  cTen  in 
conciliating  terms.  He  openly  confessed 
the  reasons  that  had  made  it  impossible 
for  him  to  act  otherwise  than  he  had 
done,  at  the  same  time  expressing  a 
hope,  that  the  connection  he  had  thus 
formed  with  his  lordship's  family,  might 
be  the  means  of  effecting  a  reconciliation 
between  their  houses  ;  an  event  which 
could  only  happily  be  completed  by  his 
sanction  of  the  union  in  question, 

''  Had  his  lordship  thus  acted  by  ei* 
ther  of  the  marquis's  daughters,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  the  irregula- 
rity of  the  proceeding  would  have  been 
overlooked  ;  but,  the  sudden  exaltation 
of  his  niece  to  a  rank,  nothing  inferior 
to  the  lady  Lawreys,  and  that  too  ef- 
fected by  artifice !  The  conviction, 
moreover,  that  he  himself  had  been  made 
an  instrument,  to  promote  the  views  of 
an  upstart  branch  of  the  house  of  Ar- 
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dendale  !  These  were  insults  he  could  by 
no  means  brook,  and  his  fury  and  indig- 
nation knew  no  bounds.  How  his  re- 
venge was  gratified,  1  shall  presently 
relate. 

^'  In  the  interim,  Westmere  vainly 
waited  in  expectation  of  an  answer  to 
his  letter,  and  was  on  the  point  of  fol- 
lowing it  up  by  a  personal  application, 
when  he  received  an  unexpected  visit 
from  Mr.  Etherington,  the  Protestant 
clergyman,  who  had  married  him.  This 
gentleman,  whom  I  have  heard  lord 
Ardendale  mention  with  the  greatest 
reverence,  acquainted  him  that  he  had 
good  reason  to  suspect  the  marquis  of 
Carringsfort  of  having  written  an  ac- 
count of  the  marriage  to  his  father, 
and  in  terms  of  such  contempt  and  ex- 
ultation, that  it  was  highly  necessary 
his  own  explanation  of  circumstances, 
should  be  no  longer  delayed.  1  he  rage 
of  Westmere,  at  this  intelligence,  is  not 
to  be  described.     Notwithstandmg  his. 
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lady's  prayers-  and  supplications,  he 
rushed  forth  with  the  desperate  deter- 
mination of  summoning  the  marquis  to 
a  dreadful  reckoning,  for  his  infamous 
and  inhuman  behaviour  ;  but  his  lord- 
ship had  taken  good  care  to  provide  for 
the  probable  consequences  of  his  malig- 
nity, by  having  departed  the  day  be- 
fore, with  his  family^  to  his  seat  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Killarney. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

In  which  JMr.   DenhUm   continues  his 
history  of  the  Earl  of  Ardendale, 

'[  Nothing  now  remained  to  be  done, 
but  to  hasten  a  full  explanation  to  his 
father.  Exasperated  as  he  knew  the 
earl  would  be  at  the  first  knowledge  of 
the  event,  he  relied  on  the  former  ten- 
derness of  an  indulgent  parent,  for  the 
speedy  remission  of  the  offence,  and, 
elated  by  this  hope,  began  his  vindica- 
tion without  loss  of  time.  He  urged 
every  possible  reason  that  might  pal- 
liate his  own  indiscretion,  and  soften  his 
parent's  resentment.  He  pathetically 
pleaded  the  ardour  of  his  attachment, 
which  he  had  vainly  endeavoured  to 
subdue,  and  finally  expatiated  on   the 
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beaut jj  virtues^  and  accomplishments  of 
his  beloved  Caroline^  with  all  the  gene- 
rous and  unaftected  warmth  of  a  strongly 
devoted  heart. 

''  How  much  is  it  to  be  lamented^  that 
this    interesting    justification     had    not 
been  immediately  forwarded  to    Roth- 
well   Castle,    and    the   address  to  lord 
Carringsfort    suppressed.        Had     lord 
Westmere    acted    with   his  usual    pru- 
dence, this  would  have  been   the  case, 
since  a  moment's   reflection   must  have 
convinced  him  that  the  sordid   passions 
which  rankled  in  the  bosom  of  the  mar- 
quis, would    oppose   the  admission   of 
any  feeling  that  bore    the  most    distant 
affinity  to  benevolence^  and  that  such  an 
appeal  would  only  be  converted  to  his 
prejudice. 

'^  The  letter  being  finished,  a  trusty 
servant  was  ordered  to  carry  it,  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  to  Rothwell  Castle. 
Alas  1  the  inflammatory  epistle  of  Car- 
ringsfort^ had  already  reached  it ;  had 
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raised  a  tempest  in  the  bosom  of  the 
rash  and  inconsiderate  father^  that  death 
alone  had  power  to  appease.  West- 
mere  and  his  lovely  bride  were  at  break- 
fast, the  seventh  day  after  their  mar- 
riage^ when  a  special  messenger  from 
the  earl  arrived^  and  having  put  a  letter 
into  the  hands  of  his  young  lord,  re- 
mounted his  horse,  and  was  out  of  sight 
again,  before  the  unfortunate  youth 
could  recover  from  the  confusion  into 
which  this  strange  and  ill-boding  preci- 
pitation had  thrown  him.  With  trem- 
bling hesitation  he  opened  the  fatal  pa- 
per. The  contents  were  once,  only^ 
shown  to  me,  but  I  shall  never  forget 
them.  The  writing  was  scarcely  legible 
that  unfolded  to  his  view  the  following 
bitter  renunciation, 

'  When  I  inform  you  that  I  have  just 
'  received  a  consolatory  epistle  from  the 
'  marquis  of  Carringsfort,  on  the  event  of 
'  your  marriage  with  his  niece^  you  will 
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*"  not  be  surprised  that  I  forbid  you^  on 
'  pain  of  my  irrevocable  curse^  ever  more 
'  to  approach^  or  even  address  me.  You 
'  will  meet  no  interruption  where  you 
'  are,  but  be  cautious  how  you  add  in- 
'  suit  to  disobedience  and  ingratitude  ! 

'  Ardendale/ 

^'  This  terrible  scroll,  written  by  the 
earl  in  the  first  tumults  of  his  frantic 
rage,  and  under  excruciating  bodily 
pain  from  an  attack  of  the  gout,  dis- 
covered to  his  afflicted  son,  for  the  first 
time,  the  dreadful  irascibility  of  his 
father's  temper.  It  was  incredible  to 
him,  that  a  bosom  could  nourish  two 
such  opposite  feelings,  as  violent  affec- 
tion, and  violent  hatred  !  That  a  parent, 
at  the  sudden  instigation  of  anger, 
should  be  able  to  shake  ofi',  with  sucli 
determined  inflexibility,  all  those  en- 
dearing ligaments^  w^hich,  for  so  long  a 
period,  had  bound  him  io  his  child  f 
But  lord  Westmere  had  never^  like  his 
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father,  profited  by  the  lesson  of  hating 
upon  principle,  nor  knew  he  how  deeply 
the  angry  feelings  take  root  in  the  breast^ 
when  they  have  once  been  suffered  to 
brood  there. 

^'  To  conceal  the  earl's  letter  from 
lady  Westraere,  was  impossible  ;  but 
this  admirable  woman,  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  suppressing  the  anguish  it 
gave  her,  affected  to  bear  the  shock  with 
tender  resignation.  His  lordship  saw 
these  virtuous  struggles,  and  they  con- 
tributed more  firmly  to  fix  his  love,  and 
raise  his  admiration. 

'^  The  first  week  subsequently  to  the 
receipt  of  this  dreadful  epistle,  the  re- 
flections of  Westmere  were  acute.  He 
had  doubtless  been  guilty  of  violating 
the  commands  of  his  father,  and  severely 
did  he  reproach  himself  for  not  having, 
in  the  first  instance,  addressed  him  oa 
the  subject  of  his  love.  He  would  have 
run,  His  ^rue,  great  risks  by  the  refer- 
ence^ but  much  might  have  been  rea- 
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sonably  expected  from  an  eloquent  ap- 
peal, when  the  happiness  of  a  darling 
son  was  at  stake.  Yet^  still  he  had  been 
guilty  of  no  mean^  nor  flagitious  action. 
Neither  had  he  disgraced  his  family  by 
a  base  connexion  ;  the  more^  therefore, 
he  adverted  to  the  punishment  hisfathei? 
had  thought  proper  to  inflict  upon  him, 
the  more  he  was  convinced  it  was  great- 
ly inadequate  to  his  offence. 

"  The  tour  to  the  continent  was  nov/ 
entirely  set  aside.  The  hope,  faint 
though  it  was,  that  his  father  might 
still  relent;,  and  recal  him,  determined 
him  to  respect  the  hint  contained  in  the 
fatal  letter  he  had  received,  and  remain 
at  Iversfield. 

*^'  Weeks  and  months,  however,  passed 
away  without  afi*ording  the  slightest 
encouragement  to  his  wishes ;  yet,  ex- 
cepting this  disappointment,  he  enjoyed, 
in  his  delightful  retirement,  and  in  the 
converse  of  his  beloved  lady,  a  happiness 
incapable  of  addition* 
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"  Towards  the  close  of  the  first  year 
of  their  marriage,  two  considerations 
determined  Westmere  to  return  with  his 
wife  to  England,  and  to  fix  his  resi- 
dence even  in  the  vicinity  of  Rothwell- 
castle.  The  first  of  these  was,  the  ge- 
nerally reported  extravagance  and  dis- 
sipated conduct  of  his  mother,  who  was 
not  only  squandering  away  immense 
sums,  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  earl's 
fortune,  but  to  the  still  more  serious  in- 
jury of  her  own  constitution  and  repu- 
tation. A  late  trip  to  the  capital,  had 
brought  her  acquainted  with  many  new 
faces  of  fashion,  but  of  a  description 
too  licentious  to  pass  current  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  lynx-eyed  public.  The 
countess  of  Ardendale's  routs  in  Gros- 
venor-square  became,  in  consequence^ 
the  subject  of  newspaper  inuendos,  nor 
did  her  ladyship  herself  escape  the  ever 
ready  shafts  of  envy  and  defamation. 
Infatuated^  however,  by  the  noise  of 
folly,  she  had  no  attention  to  bestow  on 
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the  malevolent  whispers  that  began  to  be 
buzzed  about ;  the  sameexceptionable 
characters  were  invited  to  her  parties, 
and  even  included  in  the  annual  invita- 
tions to  the  castle. 

'*  Lord  Ardendale,  though  long  ac- 
customed to  yield  to  the  solicitations  of 
his  lady,  and  to  submit,  without  a  mur- 
mur, to  all  her  arrangements,  could  not 
continue  to  witness  unmoved  the  inno- 
vations that  were  continually  making  in 
his  household  establishment,^  and  tfee 
hourly  accumulation  of  its  expences  ; 
nor,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  roused 
at  length,  to  a  review  of  the  countess's 
extravagance,  he  should  reflect  with 
alarm,  and  even  indignation,  on  her 
imprudent  choice  of  friends  and  asso- 
ciates. Remonstrances,  therefore,  had 
began  on  one  side,  and  reproaches  fol- 
lowed on  the  other,  and  it  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  continuation  of  these 
domestic  feuds,  that  Westmere's  hopes 
of  a  reconciliation  revived,    and  that  if 
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he  resided  nearer  the  castle,  it  might  be 
the  sooner  effected.  In  these  hours  of 
dissatisfaction  and  mutual  contention,  it 
seemed  impossible  that  the  earl,  and 
even  his  mother,  should  not,  occasion- 
ally, deplore  his  loss,  and  wish  for  his 
mediating  presence.  But  the  second, 
and  most  important  consideration,  was, 
ladj  Westmere's  pregnancy.  From  the 
insensibility  of  the  countess,  he  could 
expect  little  ;  but  the  earl's  heart  he 
well  knew  to  be  vulnerable  to  the  softest 
impressions,  when  not  under  the  domi- 
nion of  that  vindictive  spirit  which  had 
now  so  long  possessed  it.  His  infant's 
tender  plea  he  still  hoped  would  prove 
irresistible,  and  his  child  had  not  been 
forbidden  the  sight  of  its  grandfather. 

"  About  six  miles  from  ^  Roth  well- 
castle,  resided  a  physician  of  great  pro- 
fessional ability,  and  not  less  distin- 
guished for  the  goodness  of  his  heart, 
and  elegance  of  his  manners.     Dr.  Comp- 
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ton,  though  he  had  long  retired  from 
public  practice^  was  ever  happy  to  af- 
ford^ in  cases  of  emergency,  his  advice 
and  assistance,  especially  to  his  poorer 
neighbours,  who  could  ill  afford  to  pay 
for  medical  aid.  Lord  and  lady  Ar- 
dendale  had  never  been  upon  any  other 
than  speaking  terms  with  the  wortLy 
doctor  and  his  wife  ;  not  that  the  earl 
had  any  objection  to,  and  would  have 
been  pleased  to  have  cultivated  the 
friendship  of  the  husband,  but  the  sober 
pursuits  of  Mrs.  Compton,  were  ill-cal- 
culated to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
flighty  and  fickle  countess. 

''  Westmere,  who,  without  his  fa- 
ther's indolence  and  infatuation,  or  his 
mother's  levity  and  thoughtlessness,  had 
seen  and  become  early  attached  to  those 
excellent  people,  improving  every  op- 
portunity of  gaining  their  friendship, 
now  imparted  to  them  the  particulars  of 
his  unfortunate  story,   representing  his 
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lady's'critical  situation^  and  acquainting 
them  with  his  determination  of  bringing 
her,  in  a  yery  short  timC;,  to  England. 

''  There  were  a  few  delicate  touches 
in  this  letter,  not  to  be  misunderstood 
by  a  man  like  Dr.  Compton.  He  not 
only  entered  at  once  into  the  various 
motives  that  had  induced  his  lordship 
to  quit  his  retirement  at  Iversfield,  but 
also  saw  there  would  be  numberless  little 
difficulties  attending  it,  if  lady  West- 
mere  had  only  her  servants  to  wait  upon 
her  on  her  arrival  in  London.  To  the 
friendly  communications,  therefore,  of 
his  young  friend,  the  good  man  returned 
the  kindest  reply,  inviting  both  him  and 
his  lady  to  his  own  little  villa,  at  Rox- 
ley,  till  his  wishes  should  be  finally 
completed,  at  least,  till  every  thing  had 
been  tried  to  render  them  complete. 
In  this  invitation,  he  was  most  cordially 
joined  by  Mrs.  Compton,  nor  was  it 
without  tears  of  gratitude,  that  lord 
and  lady  Westmere  received,    and  per- 
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used  this  testiiiionv  of  disinterested 
friendship.  To  his  lordship,  indeed,  it 
was  douhiy  welcome,  on  account  of  the 
advantasres  his  beloved  Caroline  would 
reap  from  tiie  attendance  of  the  doctor, 
in  his  professional  capacity,  and  during 
a  crisis  so  interesting  to  them  bath. 

"^  A  few  weeks  preparatory  to  their 
departure,  Mr.  Etherington,  the  worthy 
divine  I  have  before  mentioned,  had 
been  prevailed  upon  to  make  one  of  the 
family  at  Iverslield,  and,  on  their  quit- 
ting it,  was  left  in  possession  of  the 
house,  and  the  management  of  the  es- 
tate, till  the  result  of  their  journey  to 
England  could  be  ascertained. 

^'  Their  separation  from  this  good 
man  was  solemn  and  affecting.  He 
seemed,  indeed,  to  have  anticipated  the 
fate  of  lady  Westmere,  for  his  last  bles- 
sing was  accompanied  by  an  emotion 
which  seemed  to  imply  that  they  should 
never  meet  again, 

''  I  am  now  arrived,  my  dear  Ralph, 
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at  that  part  of  my  story  where  I  am  to 
introduce  myself.  I  have  often  told  you 
that  the  late  earl  of  Ardendale  was  my 
first  friend  and  patron,  and  that  it  v/as 
entirely  owing  to  his  blind  and  unqua- 
lified attachment  to  a  capricious  wo- 
man, that  he  ceased  to  rememher  me. 
Yet  had  not  I  forgotten  him,  nor  his 
bounty,  which  had  made  me  independent 
and  happy,  and  the  fatal  day  on  which 
Providence  brought  me  acquainted  with 
bis  son,  was  ushered  in  by  a  recollec- 
tion of  that  generous  bounty  towards 
me. 

•""^  On  this  eventful  day,  (Sunday)  I 
had  promised  to  preach  for  a  brother 
clergyman,  the  curate  of  Newton  ;  and 
I  set  out,  as  was  my  custom  on  these 
occasions,  early  in  the  morning,  that  I 
might  enjoy  its  healthful  breezes.  I 
dined,  agreeably  to  a  general  invitation, 
whenever  I  officiated  for  my  friend, 
with  Mr.  Forrester  the  county  member, 
and  having  finished  the  afternoon's  ser- 
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Tice  rather  earlier  than  usual^  the  sere- 
nity of  the  evening  tempted  me  to  take 
a  little  circuitous  ramble,  on  my  return 
to  Stoke  ;  and  to  explore  a  bye-road 
which  I  had  heard  praised  for  leading 
to  some  of  the  most  romantic  spots 
about  the  country. 

'^  Newton  Vale  Cottage  I  had  also 
heard  of;  but  I  then  knew  the  inhabi- 
tants, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rushden,  only  by 
name,  the  scantiness  of  their  income 
making  it  necessary  that  they  should  live 
secluded. 

''  I  had  indulged  myself  so  long  in 
those  pleasing  reveries  which  contem- 
plative men,  like  rhyself,  are  never  more 
apt  to  fall  into  than  when  reviewing  the 
glories  of  the  creation^  that  I  became 
fearful  the  evening  would  close  in  upon 
me  before  I  could  gain  the  rectory,  a 
circumstance  which  I  well  knew  would 
give  the  alarm  to  my  faithful  servant 
Hannah,  I  was  preparing,  therefore,  io 
double  my  speed ;  when  I  was  inex* 
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pressibly  shocked  by  a  piercing  scream  ! 
and  turning  my  face  to  the  left,  whence 
the  shriek  had  proceeded,  I  caught  a 
view  of  the  cottage^  v/hich  I  knew  from 
its  situation  to  be  Rushden's^  and  saw 
him  and  his  wife,  as  I  afterwards  under- 
stood, supporting  a  young  lady  towards 
it,  who  appeared  to  have  been  dange- 
rously hurt  by  some  accident. 

"  My  own  concerns  were  immediately 
forgotten,  I  struck  out  of  the  road,  and 
as  I  drew  nearer,  beheld  a  very  elegant 
carriage  on  the  ground  almost  shattered 
to  pieces  by  the  violence  of  an  over- 
throw. An  elegant  young  man  at  the 
same  moment  ran  hastily  by  me, 
bearing  so  strong  a  resemblance  to  my 
former  illustrious  friend  when  I  had 
first  known  him  at  Oxford,  that  it  ab- 
solutely startled  me ;  at  the  same  instant 
a  servant  rode  past  me  with  a  fury  that 
made  me  rightly  conjecture  he  was  post- 
ing to  Shrewsbury  for  medical  assist- 
ance.     This   circumstance    fortunately 
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reminded  me  that  my  assistance  might 
also  possibly  be  required  ;  and  recol- 
lecting at  the  same  tini^.  that  it  was  mj 
duty,  at  any  rate,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
administer  it,  you  will  easily  conceive^ 
my  dear  Ralphs  that  no  consideration  of 
self,  however  pressing,  had  power  to 
deter  me  therefrom. 

''  Approaching,  therefore,  the  cot- 
tage, I  made  myself  known  to  Mr. 
Rushden,  informed  him  that  as  it  ap- 
peared evident  the  lady's  life  was  in 
some  danger,  it  was  my  wish  to  tarry  in 
his  house  till  the  arrival  oj  the  phy- 
sician ;  who  would  be  able  to  ascertain 
w  hether  or  not  it  was  great,  and  whether 
the  consolation  of  religion,  under  so 
dreadful  a  presumption^  might  not  be 
thought  acceptable.  Rushden  very 
much  approved  of  nay  intention,  and 
giving  my  horse  to  the  care  of  a  servant, 
I  walked  into  a  little  back  parlour 
which  he  used  to  call  his  own  room^ 
where  I  waited  the  arrival  and  report  of 
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(lie  physician  Dr.  Monford,  the  gentle- 
man who  attended  your  benefactress, 
Mrs.  ReybridgC:,  in  her  last  mome  ts. 

'^  He  came; — and  the  unhappy  lady 
was  prematurely  delivered  of  the  pre- 
sent lord  Westniere.  Her  life,  how- 
ever, appeared  to  the  good  doctor  to 
hang  by  a  very  slender  thread,  and  re- 
luctantly was  he  obliged  to  declare  that 
he  had  little  hopes  of  restoring  her  to 
her  distracted  husband  !— It  was  soon 
after  this  declaration  that  lord  West- 
mere,  for  it  was  him,  indeed,  whom  I 
liad  before  seen,  rushed  into  the  parlour 
where  I  was.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
describe,  indee.^  it  is  always  painful  to 
me  to  recollect  any  of  the  scenes  of  that 
dreadful  night,  the  despair  visible  in 
every  feature  of  his  death-like  counte- 
nance. I  started  back  with  horror,  and 
the  name  of  Ardendale  involuntarily 
escaped  me.  He  approached,  ?/ad  wring- 
ing my  hasd, — '  Mr.  Denham,'  said  he 
ia  a  trerabliEg  voice,  '  h  it  then  possible 

VOL.  HI.  I 


S170  RALPH    REYB  RIDGE. 

1  see  before  me  that  excellent  friend 
\Yhom  my  inhuman  father  has  so  long' 
cast  from  his  bosom  ?  Often, — often  has 
he  mentioned  you  to  me.  Oh  God  !  — 
Had  he  listened  to  vou,  he  would  never 
liave  been  destined  to  know  the  remorse 
which  the  miseries  of  this  night  will^ 
sooner  or  later^  bring  upon  him  ! — My 
wife  ! — my  wife  ! — Oh  !  Mr.  Denhani 
he  has  destroyed  an  angel  ! — She  is  a 
dreadful  sacrifice  to  pride,  to  prejudice, 
and  merciless  resentment ! — But  triumph 
not,  my  lord,  in  her  destruction,  for  I 
will  not  survive  her  !' 

''How  infinitely  I  was  shocked  by 
this  speech,  need  not  be  told.  The 
present,  however,  was  no  time  to  remon- 
strate with  the  unhappy  youth.  Lady 
Westmere  might  require  my  presence, 
and  taking  Mr.  Rushden,  who  now  en- 
tered the  room,  aside,  I  proposed  to 
attend  her.  Lord  Westmere  guessed 
the  subject  of  our  whispering,  for  again 
approaching,  and  taking  my  hand,  he 


HALPll    REYBRIDGE.  !7l 

said^  '^  I  know  what  your  benevolence 
has  been  proposing.  I  could  read  it  in 
jour  countenance.  But  nay  Caroline  is 
a  Roman  Catholic.  I  am  above  preju- 
dice ;  yet  she  has  been  ever  firm  to  that 
persuasion.'  '  The  prayers  of  true 
piety/  replied  I;,  '  under  whatever  form, 
must  ever  be  acceptable  to  the  Most 
High.  Let  me  go  to  her,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  convince  her  of  this.' 

''  His  grief  was  unutterable  ;  he  was 
unable  to  thank  me,  but  silently  led  the 
way  to  the  sick  chamber.  Alas  !  the 
poor  lady  was  in  a  violent  delirium,  and 
incapable  of  receiving  the  consolation  I 
liad  hoped  to  render  her.  Dr.  Monford, 
who  had  ncTc?  quitted  her,  was  unable 
to  decide  upon  her  condition  till  the 
medicines,  &c.he  had  sent  for,  could  be 
applied  ;  his  opinion  then  was  the  same ; 
that  she  was  in  extreme  danger,  and 
that  the  only  hope  which  remained  was 
in  the  natural  strength  of  her  conslitu- 

I  2 
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tion.  By  her  side  lay  her  infant  uncon- 
sciously smiling  at  the  agonies  of  its 
Avretched  mother.  Mrs.  Rushden  made 
several  attempts  to  remove  the  poor 
"babe,  but,  without  effect  : — the  eye  of 
the  fair  sufierer  was  continually  turned 
towards  itj  and  if  any  one  approached 
she  caught  it  in  frantic  solicitude,  to 
her  throbbing  bosom. 

"  I  must  hasten  to  the  close  of  this 
mournful  part  of  my  story,  for  the  re- 
membrancCj  even  at  this  distance  of 
timCj  excites  a  painful  emotion  in  my 
breast.  By  the  skill  and  humanity  of 
the  good  Dr.  Monford;,  the  life  of  lady 
Westmere  was  preserved  two  days 
longer,  and  a  few  hours  before  she  died, 
her  bodily  pains  ceased,  and  her  reason 
was  restored  to  her.  I  took  every  ad- 
vantage of  this  blessed  change,  and  so 
far  succeeded  over  her  prf^judices  as  to. 
prevail  on  her  to  receive  the  sacrament 
at  my  hands.     About  an  hour  after  this 
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last  solemn  profession,  she  expired  re- 
signed and  tranquilj  in  the  arms  of  her 
lordj  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  her  age  I 

'^  The  attention  of  the  Ruslidens,  on 
tliis  occasion,  was  unremittinglj  kind  ; 
— as  for  the  wretched  husband,  he  stood 
over  the  corpse  in  a  state  of  silent  an- 
guish that  made  me  tremble  for  his  in- 
tellects ;  nor  was  ii  without  the  utmost 
difficulty  he  could  be  torn  from  tlie 
dreadful  spectacle  ! 

''  Thus  ended  the  scheme  of  happi- 
ness this  unfortunate  vouth  had  chalked 
out,  and  to  which  he  had  too  fondly 
anticipated  a  joyful  issue.  Yet  cruel 
as  his  father  had  beei),  and  stili  con- 
tinued to  be  to  him,  such  was  his  reve- 
rence for  the  name  or  parent,  that  lie 
dreaded  to  think  of  the  con.-equences  a 
too  abrupt  annunciation  of  lady  West- 
mere's  untimely  fate,  and  the  manner  of 
it,  might  produce  upon  his  lordsliip's 
mind  ;  and  extorted  from  every  person 
that  was  present  at  her  death,  or  was  at. 
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all  privy  to  the  nielancholy  event  and 
the  cireiimstances  preceding  it,  a  so- 
lemn promise  of  secrecy,  and  that  it 
should  never  he  mentioned  even  that 
himself  or  his  beloved  Caroline  had  been 
so  far  on  their  journey  into  Northamp- 
tonshire, lest,  onthe  other  hand,  it  might 
appear,  that  he  had  determined  in  fur- 
ther defiance  of  paternal  authority,  to 
obtrude  himself  and  his  innocent  wife 
upon  his  father's  presence.  As  Dr. 
iMonford's  first  report  of  lady  West- 
mere's  case  made  it  necessary  for  me  to 
remai:]  at  Newton  Yale  all  that  night, 
1  lost  no  time  in  dispatching  one  of  his 
lordship's  servants  to  the  rectory  to  in- 
form my  faithful  Hannah  of  the  busi- 
ness that  would  detain  ..le  possibly  at 
Mr.  Rushden's  a  day,  or  perhaps  two 
days  longer  ;  at  the  same  time  caution- 
ing her,  in  41  short  no^C;,  to  say  nothing 
about  the  matter  to  the  gossiping  peo- 
ple of  the  village,  as  I  did  not  yet  know 
how  far  it  might  be  proper  to  send  cir- 
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cumstanccs  of  so  delicate  a  naturcin  cir- 
culation. Fortunate  was  it  for  tlie  se- 
cret of  my  poor  young  friend^,  that  [ 
took  this  precaution,  although  in  pre- 
serving it  afterwards^  as  the  worthy 
people  at  Stoke  could  form  no  probalWe 
guess  at  the  cause  of  my  detention^  I  and 
my  concenis  were  obliged  to  undergo  a 
very  formidable  scrutiny^  and  many 
were  the  curious  conjectures  entertained 
of  an  absence  so  extraordinary. 

"^  I  >^as  reluctantly  obliged  to  reiuni 
the  i!ext  day,  but  Mr.  Rushden  was 
punctual  in  letting  me  know  how  lord 
West  mere  continued  to  support  liis  h^ss, 
and  tiis  accounts  were  rather  satisfiictorr 
than  otherwise.  His  child,  for  whom  a 
nurse  had  been  instantly  provided,  con- 
tinued strong:  and  healthv,  and  the  father 
.became  every  hour  more  and  more  coni'- 
posedand  resigned  to  his  misfortune. 
•He  had  resolved  tbat  the  remains  of  his 
beloved  should  be  carried  privately  to 
Iversiieldj  and  buried  there  in  conformity 
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to  the  faith  in  which  she  died,  bv  father 
Denis,  the  priest  ^vho  had  married  her. 
He  had  also  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
see  me  again^  previously  to  the  removal 
of  the  body,  an  intimation  to  which  I 
paid  immediate  attention. 

"  I  found   his  lordship,  though  sfili 
under  the  pressure  of  the  deepest  afflic- 
tion, relieved  from   that  gloomy  torpor 
which  is  not  unfrequently  the  fore-run- 
ner of  mental  distemperature.     lie  fer- 
vently embraced  me,  and  it  rejoiced   me 
to  see  the  tears  start  from  his  eyes  as  he 
took   his   infant   from  the  nurse^s   arms 
and    passionately  iicld    it  to  his  bosom. 
'  To  the  care  of  these  worthy   friends/ 
said  he^  (alluding  to  the  Rushden's)  'it 
is  mv  intention,    Mr.  Denham,  to  leave 
this    lovely    pledge.'     Here   the   tears 
choked  his  utterance;   and  returning  the 
child  to  the  nurse,  he  continued  : — '  I 
had  better^  J  think,  not  take  him  with 
me  V     '  By  no  means,  my  lord/  return- 
ed Ij  *  take  him  with  you,  only  to  bring 
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him  back  again^^ — you  will,  of  course^ 
pursue  jour  way  to  Roth  well  Castle  ?  '• — 
'  To  Roth  well  Castle  ?'  exclaimed  he, 
'  no,  Mr.  Denhani,  no  more  can  I  sue 
for  forgiveness.  Did  I  not  tell  you^ 
•  sir^  that  my  father  had  abandoned  me  ?' 
'  But  he  will  not/  replied  I  calmly, 
'  abandon  your  child  !'  '  Will  he  not/ 
resumed  he  wildly,  '  then  we  will  go  to 
him  together: — and  you  will  accom- 
pany, will  plead  for  us,  my  rcTerend 
friend  ;  I  know  you  will/ 

"  I  now  saw  that  the  paroxysm  of 
grief  was  returning,  and  endeavoured  to 
change  the  subject.  He  would  not, 
however,  be  satisfied,  till  I  had  promised 
on  his  return  from  Iversfield  to  be  his 
companion  into  Northamptonshire,  and 
to  assist  him,  when  his  mind  was  in  a 
fitter  state  to  receive  such  benefit,  with 
my  counsel  and  consolation.  I  even 
offered,  as  did  Rushden,  to  attend  him  to 
Ireland,  but  he  would  not  listen  to  such 
a  proposal.     *  Be  not  afraid  of  me,'  said. 

ID 
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he^  '  iv.y  dear  Mr.  Denhanrij  I  thluk  my 
fortitude  will  at  least  support  me  till  [ 
arrive  at  iYeisfield^  and  there  I  shall 
find  a  comforter  in  Mr.  Etherinston  al- 
most  equal  to  jourself.* 

''  The  following  morning,  early,  the' 
corpse  was  removed  to  Shrewsbury^  at- 
tended by  lord  Westmere  and  his  valet  in 
a  post-chaise^  and  two  out-riders  ; — and 
in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they  ])ur- 
sued  their  melancholy  journey  to  Holy- 
head. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Continuation  and  conclusion  of  the  his- 
tori/, 

"  As    I  never    suffered  myself  to  be 
drawn  from  my  parishioners  by   objects 
however    attractive^,    wherein   my    duty 
was  not  actually  concerned,  I  contented 
myself  with  hearing,  from  time  to  time^ 
of  the  thriving  state  of  the  infant,  and 
Rushden    was    pretty    punctual   in    his 
information.       A    week,    however,    had 
nearly  elapsed,  v/ithout  a  message  from 
him,  and  as  I  had  but  once  been  at  New- 
ton vale,    since   lord  Westmere'2  depar- 
ture,  I  was  induced,  from  this  omission 
of  intelligence,    to  repeat    ray   visit.     I 
found   the   worthy  couple  in  great  dis- 
tress, on  account  of  the  sudden  death  of 
Martha^  the  child's  nurse. 
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'  Alas  !  Mr.  Denbam/  said  Mrs. 
Riisbdeiij  '  this  melancholy  event,  suc- 
ceeded bv  a  disaster  equally  distressing' 
to  us^  though  we  loved  poor  Martha^ 
too  !' — •'  Good  God  !*  cried  I,  directing 
my  eye  tov^^ards  the  child  who  was  asleep 
in  the  cradle: — '  Oh  !'  continued  she, 
'  it  relate?  not  to  the  young  lord  ;  he,  I 
thank  God,  is  as  blooming  and  hearty 
as  1  could  wish  him.  But  you  remem- 
ber the  beautiful  miniature  of  lady 
Westmere,  that  my  lord  left  in  Mr. 
Rushden's  charge,  before  his  departure, 
lest,  by  any  accident,  he  should  be  rob- 
bed of  it,  or  lose  it  during  his  journey. 
Oh  !  Mr.  Denham,  it  is  gone/  Here  a 
deep  and  convulsive  sigh  from  Rushden, 
interrupted  his  wife  ;  she,  however,  pro- 
ceeded to  inform  me,  that  poor  Mar- 
tha had  been  tt^ken  ill  at  Shrewsbury, 
'  whither,'  continued  the  good  lady, 
'  she  had  gone  with  my  husband  to  get 
the  picture  from  a  jeweller,  to  whom  I 
had  sent  it  to  be  repaired,  for  I  had  un- 
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fortunate] V  let  it  fall  three  or  four  days 
before,  while  exaiiiiiiing  \iy  and  injuring 
the  enamel  so  much,  as  made  me  ashaaied 
of  returning*  it  to  his    lordship  in   such 
a  state.     1  wish  to  God  I  had  had  more 
courage  !' — '  Vv'ould   to   Heaven  V   in- 
terrupted   Rushdeu^   striking-   his  hand 
against  his  forehead^  '  I  had  had  more.* 
— '  Well,  Sir/  resumed  his  wife^    '  the 
picture  had   been  vastly  well    done  by 
our  good  friend,  Mr.  Madden,  the  jew- 
eller^   but   poor   Martha    was    obliged^, 
soon   after  her    arrival    at  Shrewsbury, 
to  go  to  her   sister's,  having  been  sud- 
denly   seized   with    violent    spasms    in 
the    stomach.     I   doubt  she  over-heated 
herself  v/ith  walking.     Be   that   as    it 
may,  she  grew  worse  and  worse,  and,  in 
spite  of  all  the  worthy  doctor  Monford 
could  do  for  her^  died  in  violent  agonies 
before    Mr.    Rushden    left   the    town. 
Now,  Sir,  whether  it  was  concern  for 
the  untimely  fate  of  this  poor  girl,  or 
from  what  other  cause  I  know  not,  but 
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my  poor  husband  did  not  think  of  se- 
curing the  miniature  so  safely  as  he 
mii2:ht  have  dooe^  and  lost  it  out  of  his 
pocket.  In  vain  were  our  enquiries 
about  itj  in  vain  have  ueen  our  offers  of 
reward  since  ;  the  picture  was,  unfortu- 
nately^ set  round  with  diamonds,  and  is^ 
I  fear,  irrecoverably  gone/ 

''  I  said  every  thing  I  could  to  com. 
fort  my  poor  friends  at  Vewtou.    *"  Lord 
Westmere,  doubtless/  I  observed, '  must, 
more  than  ever,  value  a  miniature  ofhis 
lady  ;   but  his  grief  for   its  loss,  will, 
rely  upon  it,    be    unattended    with    re- 
proaches ;  for   he   will  think    upon  i\i^ 
pain  you  will  have  already  suS'ered  from 
tb*^  misfortune.     There  is  a  candour  and 
a  benevolence    about   this   young  noble* 
man  I  have  rarely  ever  met  with/ 

^'  Notwithstanding  these   assurances, 

I  could  not  satisfy  Rusfiden,  till  I   had 

promised  to    be   myself  the    announcer 

of  this  new  calamity  to  his  lordship. 

''  My  young  friend's  return  to  New- 
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ton -vale,   was  later  than  I  expected.      I 
was  summoned  from  Stoke,    on  his    ar- 
rivalj  and  was  more  grieved   than   sur- 
prised^ to    observe    his    pallid    counte- 
nance,  and  reduced    form — '  Dear  Mr. 
Denham/  said  he,  embracing    me;,  '  wc 
must  endeavour  to    bury  all  past  griefs 
in  oblivion.        Mvself,    and   that   little 
wretch/  pointing  to  his  child,  who  laj 
in  the  nurse's  arms,  ^  are  destined  to  re- 
main in  shameful   obscurity.     Is  it  not 
terrible  to  reflect,    tliat  tiie   nearer  we 
approach  the  grave,  i'^^(i  more  attached 
we   seem   to  be   to   those  imperfections 
which  disqualify  us  for  a  life  of  immor- 
tality ?' — '  How,  mv  lord,'   cried  T,    "  is 
li  possible  that  the   earl's  anger  is  still 
unsubdued  ?    Have  you  seen,  or  written 
to  him  ?' — *  He  commanded  me,   I  con- 
fess, to  do  neither,*   replied  Westmere, 
'  but  could  you  have  imagined  that,  on 
the  death  of  my  adored  wife,  he   would 
have  been  otherwise  than  happy  in  for- 
getting   my    former  disobedience,    and 
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baye  stretched  out  a  protecting  hand  to 
his    grandchild  ?    Yet  he  has    rejected 
my  plea  in  silence  and   contempt.      The 
morning  after    1  had  consigned  my   be- 
loved to  the  tomb,    I   wrote  an  account 
of  her  death  to  him  :   I  appealed   to  his 
justice  and  humanity  in  behalf  of  her 
child  :   I  wrote  to  my  mother  too;  but, 
alas  !   Mr.  Denham  :   My  mother — that 
mother  on  whose  support  I  had   rested 
my  defence,  on  whose  influence  with  my 
father  I  had  grounded  my  expectations 
of  forgiveness  ; — she  was  also  contemp- 
tuously silent.     Dazzled  by  the  glare  of 
a  loose  and  dissipated  society,  surround- 
ed by  the  sycophants    of  the  day,  who 
even  at  this  moment  are  sedulously  em- 
ployed in   inventing  new  modes  of  gra- 
tifying her  vanity — to  such  a  heart,  my 
friend,  how  vainly  directed  was  the  lan- 
guage of  tender  supplication.' — '  Yet, 
my  lord,'  replied  1,  '  be  pacified  ;  pur- 
sue  your   former    plans.     The  worthy 
Dr.  Compton  will  still  expect  you^  and 
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much  mav  be  effected  by  his  interfer- 
dice/ — '  No^  my  reverend  friend/  re- 
plied hcj  in  a  tone  of  gloomy  resolution^ 
'  1  cannot  condescend  to  meanness,  even 
to  a  father.  To  supplicate  him  further, 
is  impossible.  li  is  my  intention  to  quit 
Eiigland— -quit  it,  perhaps,  for  ever. 
ill  the  peaceful  shades  of  Iversfield,  I 
must  endeavour  to  forget  that  my  pa- 
rents were  ever  unjust  to  their  repen- 
tant son.  My  child  will  find  in  Mr. 
Etherington  an  instructor ;  and  I,  a 
companion.  Iw  contemplating  the 
progress  of  my  sweet  boy's  studies,  and 
in  forming  his  disposition,  I  may  learn 
to.  forget  those  sorrows  which  now^  press 
upon  me,  and  in  time  feel  comparative 
happiness.  Yes,  Mr.  Denham,  the 
time  may  still  come,  when  this  aban- 
doned branch  of  an  illustrious  house 
may  shoot  forth  blossoms  to  revive  and 
sustain  the  sinking  trunk  !' 

''  I  had  nothing  to  say  in  opposition 
to  a  plan  of  retirement;  I  could  not 
disapprove,  however  I  might  regret  the 
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necessity  of  adopting'  it.  Westmere;, 
of  a  noble  family^  with  fine  talents^  and 
a  mind  to  exercise  them  for  the  beneiit 
of  posterity^  to  be  thus  secluded  from 
the  world,  that  the  sinful  prejudices  of 
his  father  might  be  gratified,  and  that 
he  might  brood  over  his  uncharitablencss, 
were  circumstances  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented ;  but  they  appeared  irremedi- 
able;, and  I  could  only  sigh  out  an  as- 
sent to  his  scheme. 

"  My  noble  friend  was  very  much 
shocked  by  the  loss  of  his  lady's  prc- 
ture  ;  more  so,  indeed,  than  1  had  ap- 
prehended. He  shut  himself  up  in  the 
room  for  some  hours,  after  I  Iiad  com- 
municated the  intelligence  to  him,  then 
summoned  me  and  said  : — '  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  reconcile  my  mind  to 
this  terrible  loss,  Mr,  Deoham,  but, 
believe  me,  it  has  been  a  severe  trial, 
after  what  I,  have  already  sustained/— 
*"  And  the  poor  Rushdens,  my  lord  ?' 
replied  f . — '  They  have  nothing  to  fear 
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from  m J  reproaches/  rejoined  be^  Miow- 
ever  they  may  have  deserved  them/ 
There  was  an  asperity  in  this  speech 
that  did  not  apply  to  forgiveness  :  in- 
deedj  the  carelessness  of  Rushden  was 
scarcely  to  be  excused  on  any  ground. 
I,  however,  at  length  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing a  full  pardon  for  them,  and  an  act 
of  oblivion  was  passed  on  the  subject. 

*'^  The  return  of  this  unhappy  young 
nobleman  to  Ireland,  with  his  child, 
took  place  soon  after.  As  lord  West- 
mere  had,  on  all  occasions,  spoken  of 
Mr.  Etheringtoa  in  the  highest  terms 
of  praise,  1  desisted  from  a  request  I 
had  many  times  been  induced  to  make; 
namely,  that  I  might  christen  the  in- 
fant, being  persuaded  it  was  his  inten- 
tion^  that  the  worthy  and  respectable 
man  above-mentioned,  should  perform 
this  ceremony.  Our  separation,  on  ail 
sides,  w^as  affecting.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rushden,  whom  he  had  pledged  him- 
self most  amply  to  remember/whenever 
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opportiniity  put  it  in  Iiis  power,  were 
much  ffiovedj  especially  llushdenj  \7bose 
emotions  were  even  more  violent  than 
his  wife's.  Me^  his  lordship  emhraced 
in  the  most  affectionate  manner.  '  God 
knows/  said  he.'  my  dear  and  revered 
friend,  i£  we  shall  ever  meet  again  1 
unless,  indeed,  you  could  come  to  Ivcrs- 
field  ;  but  your  precepts  will  ever  be 
imprinted  on  my  mind,  and  you  will  not 
refuse  to  continue  them  bv  vour  corres- 
pondcnce  ?' — I  assured  him  of  my  punc- 
tuality in  this  instance,  and  of  my  con- 
stant regard  for  his  happiness. 

^'  In  this  profession,  indeed,  I  was  no 
more  than  sincere.  It  had  often  oc- 
curred to  me,  that,  at  a  time  when,  as 
lord  Westmere  had  previously  informed 
me,  his  father's  eyes  were  no  longer  shut 
to  the  extravagances  and  indiscretions 
of  the  countess,  the  reception  of  a  let- 
ter from  his  old  friend  might  not  prove 
unacceptable.  I  adverted  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  general  rectitude^  and  that  just 
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sense  of  propriety  which  hadj  in  the  days 
of  his  youth,  regulated  his  conduct,  and 
I  conceived  that  his  mind  was  now  if 
ever^  to  be  recalled  to  a  virtuous  exer- 
tion of  its  functions. 

"  Could  I  have  succeeded  in  my  en- 
deavours so  to  have  recalled  it;  could  I 
have  once  engaged  him  to  agree  with  me 
dispassionately  on  the  subject  of  his 
rigorous  treatment  of  his  amiable  son,  I 
am  convinced  I  should  have  been  equally 
successful  in  making*  him  acknowledge 
the  unjust  extent  of  his  severity ;*  but  I 
failed  in  my  attempt.  I  wrote, ^ — and 
my  letter  was  replied  to ;  but  in  a 
manner  so  cold  and  repulsive,  as  to  for- 
bid a  renewal  of  the  correspondence. 
Deeply,  indeed,  was  I  afflicted  to  find 
that  my  earliest  friend  and  patron  was 
no  longer  the  disciple  of  reason,  but  the 
slave  of  prejudice  ;  that  his  disappoint- 
ments, instead  of  strengthening,  had 
weakened  his  mind,  and  that  he  was  in  a 
state    to    derive    satisfaction    only    by 
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brooding   over   his    vexations^    and  the 
quickest  means  of  revenging  them. 

*'  From  this  period^,  m j  tlear  Ralph, 
to  the  memorable  day  on  which  he  in- 
terrupted our  conversation  at  the  rec- 
tory, I  never  saw  my  excellent  friend,  his 
son.  Yet  year  after  year  he  wrote  to  me 
to  inform  me  of  his  own,  and  his  son's 
healthy  but  that  lord  Ardendale  still 
continued  inflexible. 

^'I  confess  that  I  sometimes  felt  inclined 
to  attempt  paying  him  a  visit,  but  my 
attachments  to  Stoke  were  too  various 
and  strong.  JMy  parishioners  looked 
up  to  me  with  confidence,  and  my  heart 
told  me  I  ought  not  to  desert  them. 

''  Of  the  earl  and  the  countess,  lord 
Wcstmere  continued  to  write  me  occa- 
sional accounts  from  year  to  year,  but 
they  iill  tended  to  grieve  and  alarm  me. 

''  Notwithstanding  the  bad  impres- 
sions I  had  received  of  my  old  friend, 
notwithstanding  the  alm^ost  contemp- 
tuous indifference   with  which   he   had 
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treated  me,   Iliad    not  ceased  to  hope 
that    the    dark    prospects    before    him 
would,  sooner   or    later,    be   dissipaled, 
and  that  he  would  discern  and  grasp  at 
returning  virtue  through  the  gloom  !    I 
was,  in  the  end,  disappointed.     You  re- 
member,   my  dear    Ralph,    the  sudden, 
and   to  vou,    strange  appearance  of  the 
present   earl   at  the    rectory    at    Stoke. 
He  did  not  come  unexpected.     About  a 
month   before,   I  had    received    a  letter 
from  him,    stating,   that  in  consequence 
of  the  rapid  decay  of  his    unfortunate 
mother    the  countess,   and    the    no   iess 
alarmingstateof  his  father's  health  from 
frequent  and  violent  attacks  of  the  gout 
a  very  great  change  had  taken  place  at 
Roth  well  Castle.   That  it  was  no  longer 
the   seat  of  luxury  and  dissipation,  but 
sickness,  affliction,  and  remorse.     That, 
at  the  earnest  request  of  the  earl,   who 
was  unable  to  write   himself,   the  good 
Dr.  Corapton  had   informed   him,  that 
both  his  lordship  and  the  countess  were^ 
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at  length,  sensible  of  their  unjust  seve- 
rity towards  him,  and  were  desirous  of 
seeing*  and  blessing  him  and  their  grand- 
child without  delay.  Further,  that  in 
consequence  of  this  intimation,  he  was 
preparing  to  sail  immediately  for  Eng- 
land, and  had  written  to  recal  his  son,  , 
who  unfortunately  had,  a  w^eek  only 
before,  set  out  with  Mr.  Etherington  on 
a  tour  of  the  kingdom,  desiring  him  to 
follow  with  all  possible  speed.  That 
the  urgency  of  the  case  would  not  allow 
him  to  tarry  a  moment  on  the  road,  but 
that  on  his  arrival  at  Roth  well  Castle, 
he  would  write  to  me  again.  He  was, 
however,  prevented  from  fulfilling  his 
promise  immediately,  as  the  earl  and  the 
countess  only  survived  the  satisfaction  of 
once  more  holding  their  much  wronged 
child  in  their  arms. 

^'  An  account  of  their  deaths  I  shall 
show  you,  my  dear  Ralph,  in  the  present 
earl's  own  words,  which  will  give  you  a 
better  view  of  his  character  than  I  hare     ' 
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been  able  to  afford  you.  This  last  letter 
from  hira  I  received  not  long  prior  to 
his  appearance  at  Stoke/' 

Mr.  Denham  here  rose^  and  opening 
his  escritoir  took  from  thence  the  epistle 
in  question^  which  he  opened  and  read, 
as  follows. 

''  Dear  and  Rev.  Friend, 
'^  Till  now,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fulfil  my  promise^  as  my  attention  has 
been  wholly  occupied  by  the  most  awful 
and  afflicting  scenes  ! — The  conflict  is, 
at  length,  over ; — my  venerable  parents 
are  no  more,  and  I  turn  from  the  ruin 
and  desolation  around  me,  to  receive 
from  you  the  only  comfort,  that,  in  such 
an  extremity,  can  successfully  be  admi- 
nistered— the  comfort  of  religion, 
^  *'  It  was  originally  my  intention  to 
have  deferred  writing  to  you  till  I 
should  have  discharged  the  last  sad  du- 
ties; but  I  found  I  could  not,  for  so 
long  a  period,  trust  myself  with  my  owa 
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reflections,  lest  they  should  entirely  in- 
capacitate me  from  observing  that  resig- 
nation to  the  will  of  Heaven,  which  in 
the  mournful  ceremony  I  am  still  to  per- 
form., I  know  to  be  so  requisite. 

'^  On  my  arrival,  I  found  the  family 
in  a  state  of  confusion  and  apprehension 
for  which  I  had  not  been  altogether  pre- 
pared. Dr.  Compton,  it  is  true,  had  in- 
.  formed  me  that  the  countess  was  in  a 
decline,  but  I  had  no  conception  her  dis- 
solution was  so  near  as  I  read  in  the 
countenances  of  every  domestic,  it  was. 
The  good  doctor  returned  my  salutation, 
indeed,  with  a  solemnity  so  striking  that 
for  a  moment  I  thought  all  was  over. 

'^ '^  My  mothe,  then,'  said  I,  *^  my 
dear  sir,  is  dead  ?' — ^  No,  my  lord,*  re- 
plied he,   '  not  dead  ; — but,  I  fear ' 

'  Can  I  not  see  her,  then  ?*  returned  I, 
^  assuredly,  my  lord,*  answered  he,  ^  she 
expects  you.  We  will  go  together.* — 
'  Is  ray  father  with  her  ?*  demanded  I,  as 
we  ascended  the  staircase  that  led  to  the 
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couiitess*s  chamber.  *  Lord  Ardendale 
is  ill/  replied  tlie  doctor,  '  very  ill. 
Did  I  not  write  jou  word  so?*  ^  You 
did,  my  dear  sir/  cried  J^  '  but,  good 
God  !  is  he  too  ?' — '  My  lord/  interrupt- 
ed the  worthy  man,  '  it  would  be  cri- 
ininal  in  me  to  deceive  you  with  any  po- 
sitive assurance  of  the  earl's  safety.  I 
have,  however,  removed  the  gout  from 
his  stomach,  and  a  few  hours  will  enable 
me  to  give  a  more  decided,  and,  I  hope, 
favourable  opinion.  At  present  he  is 
weak  : — very  weak,' 

^'  When  we  entered  the  countess's 
chamber,  she  was  dozing.  I  gazed  in 
silent  anguish  on  her  emaciated  counte- 
nance ;  on  the  fatal  hectic  that  played 
faintly  over  her  cheek.  The  sudden  con- 
vulsions that  interrup'ed  her  struggling 
efforts  to  breathe  convinced  me  that 
death  liad  already  given  the  blow  ! — I 
turned  to  Dr.  Compton  ;  he  pressed  my 
hand,  but  was  silent;  —  and,  at  that  in- 
stant^ my  mother  opened  her  eyes  for  the 

k2 
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last  time.  She  fixed  them  on  me^  and  a 
faint  emotion  of  her  countenance  con- 
vinced me  she  recollected  me.  I  knelt 
by  her  bed-side^  and  taking  her  hand^ 
pressed  it  respectfully  to  my  lips  ! — To 
speak,  I  was  unable.*  Dr.  Compton 
having  administered  a  cordial,  she  made 
a  last  effort.  '  Let  me  bless  you,  my 
son,'  said  she,  extending  her  arms  over 
me,  '  while  I  am  able.  You  have  had 
great — great  reason  to  complain  ;  but  I 
see  you  come  not  to  upbraid,  but  to 
forgive  us.  Oh  !  Westmere,  what,  in 
moments  like  these,  avail  the  distinc- 
tions I  have  been  so  anxious  to  obtain  ? 
The  dreams  of  ambition,  pride,  and  dis- 
sipation are  at  an  end.  But  I  have 
long  been  sensible  of  my  infirmities, 
and  I  die  happy.  But  your  child, 
Westmere  ! — Let  me' A  sudden  con- 
vulsion seized  her,  and,  ere  another  effort 
could  be  made  to  restore  her,  she  was 
gone  for  ever  ! 

''  Though  the  countess/s  death   had 
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been  long  expected,  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent by  Dr.  Compton^  to  keep  it  a  secret 
from  my  father  till  some  decisive  change 
should  take  place  in  his  disorder.  It 
"was,  however^  necessary  that  I  should 
attend  him,  as  he  had  been  told  of  my 
arrival  at  the  castle;  and,  though  I  was 
in  hourly  expectation  of  my  son,  the 
doctor  advised  me  by  no  means  lo  defer 
so  essential  a  duty.  When  I  entered  his 
chamber,  he  was  sitting  up  in  his  bed, 
supported  by  pillows.  I  need  not  de- 
scribe the  agitation  of  my  mind,  as  I 
approached  him.  At  first  he  did  not 
recollect  me;  but,  on  taking  his  hand, 
he  surveyed  me  more  attentively,  and 
then  exclaimed,  '  Yes ; — it  is  Westmere. 
But,^  continued  he,  shaking  his  head, 
'  'tis  no  wonder  that  I  forget  these  mat« 
ters.  I  have  wronged  you,  my  son,  my 
cruelty  has  killed  your  wife,  but  my 
expiation  is  at  hand.  And  your  boy  !— 
my  grandson  ! — where  is  he  ?' 

^/  Oh  !  my  friend,    conceive  the  dis- 
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traction  of  my  mind  in  not  being  able  to 
produce  him  !  the  earl  repeated  the 
question^  and  I  was  then  compelled  to 
explain  the  cause  of  his  not  being  yet 
arrived  at  the  castle.  '  But^  my  lord/ 
continued  I,  ^  I  expect  him  every  mo- 
ment !'  My  father  again  shook  his  head. 
There  was  a  dreadful  expression  in  his 
countenance^  that  too  forcibly  antici- 
pated the  approach  of  dissolution.  Dr. 
Compton  himself  observed  a  change, 
and  requested  I  would  withdraw  awhile, 
*  My  dear  lord/  whispered  he,  '  a  very 
little  time  must  now  decide  the  fate  of 
the  earl.  Nature  is  making  great  ef- 
forts ;  but  indeed  I  cannot,  I  ought  not 
to  flatter  you.  I  fear  it  is  too  late  !* — 
I  again  kissed  my  father's  hand,  and  left 
the  room,  vainly  endeavouring  to  stifle 
the  throbs  that  convulsed  my  bosom. 
Retiring  to  the  drawing-room,  1  there 
beheld  the  venerable  baron  Le^-brook, 
who,  having  been  apprized  of  my  ar- 
rival, and  the  death  of  my  mother,  had> 


RALPH    REYBUIDGE.  199 

with  his  usual  humane  consideration, 
and  unmindful  of  his  age  and  infirmities, 
set  off  post  from  Castle  Leybrook  to  be 
near  and  to  console  his  old  friend  the 
earl.  The  srood  man  tenderly  embraced 
me^  but  was  much  shocked  to  understand 
that  my  son  was  not  yet  arrived.  He 
paused  a  few  minutes,  but  observing 
that  my  anxiety  on  this  occasion  was 
painful  almost  beyond  bearing,  he 
changed  the  subject,  and,  at  my  parti- 
cular request,  imparted  tome  all  that  he 
knew  of  the  progress  and  completion  of 
the  reformation  at  Rothwell,  and  of  the 
causes,  that,  long  prior  to  her  death, 
had  wrought  so  blessed  a  change  in  the 
disposition  of  my  beloved  mother  !  — 
'  From  the  fashionable  throng,'  observ- 
ed the  baron,  ^  that  had  for  so  many 
years  been  supporting  and  encouraging 
her  in  the  regular  routine  of  dissipation^ 
there  was  one  man  more  daring  and  li* 
centious  than  the  rest,  wlio  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  carry  on  a  viliaiiious  design 


200  RALPH    REYBRIDGE. 

against  a  young  lady  then  on  a  visit  to  the 
countess  ;  and  was  heard  to  say  that  be 
was  sure  lady  Ardendale  had  too  much 
good  breeding,  too  much  good  sense,  and 
xvas  too  much  a  woman  of  the  world,-  to 
think  of  interrupting  him  in  an  affair  of 
gallantry^  whether  with  maid^  wife,  ot 
widow  ! — The  countess  now  saw  for  the 
first  time,  to  what  dangerous  extremes 
she  had  carried  her  love  of  splendour, 
gay  company,  and  profusion.  Beyond 
the  mere  forms  of  general  gallantry,  she 
had  never  given  herself  the  trouble  to 
examine ;  she  was  therefore  both  sur- 
prised and  shocked  when  the  observa- 
tions and  designs  of  this  profligate 
wretch  were  announced  to  her.  To  be 
thought  an  encourager,  or  even  a  tole- 
rator  of  the  vile  principles  of  libertinism 
was  a  circumstance  equally  degrading 
to  her  feelings  and  her  pride,  and,  after 
some  struggles,  she  determined  to  send 
and  consult  me  on  the  subject, 

'^  '  Many  mouths  had  elapsed  since  I 
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had  visited  Rotliwell.  Equally  disgust- 
ed by  the  servile  crowd  that  I  alwayg 
met  there,  as  hurt  at  the  weakness,  and 
want  of  feeling  in  the  ear],  who  could 
consent  to  participate  in  a  continued 
round  of  extravagance,  and  yet  be  in- 
sensible to  the  sorrows  of  his  banished 
son  ;  I  conceived  it  beneath  my  character 
and  my  age  to  seem  even  to  lend  support 
to  a  conduct  so  reprehensible. 

^^  '  To  the  countess's  message,  which 
from  its  purport  both  surprised  and 
pleased  me,  I,  however,  paid  immediate 
attention,  and  replied  to  her  indignant 
representation  of  the  circumstance  before 
mentioned,  in,  nearly  as  I  can  recollect, 
the  following  words. 

*'  '  I  am,  believe  me,  my  dear  madam, 
much  gratified  that  your  ladyship  has 
thus  condescended  to  repose  in  me  a 
confidence  of  so  much  importance  ;  and 
will  now  take  the  liberty  of  making  such 
observations  on  this  affair,  as,  at  present 
suggest  themselves  to  my  mind.     In  the 
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great  chart  of  human  life  there  are  cer- 
tain paths  which    lead  to    pleasure;,  in 
which  virtue  will  alvvays  deign  to  accom- 
pany the  traveller  ; — but  these  delight- 
ful   satisfactions   are   not  variable  : — as 
the  needle  to  the  norths  they  are  attract- 
ed to    one    great    object — the   acquire- 
ment of  universal  love  and  esteem.  Were 
this   the    general    object    of  high    life^ 
there  would    be  no  time   for    indulging 
the    fancy  in  the    gratification  of  mere 
selfish  vanities  '.—There    would   be  no 
fetes  ! — No    extravagant   novelties    let 
loose  among  us  to  surprise  one  day,  and 
be  buried  in  oblivion  the  nextj   because 
no    ultimate  advantage  would  be  found 
to  result  from  them  to  society  : — no  real 
happiness    administered^    no    additional 
incitement    to    morality    called    forth. 
But  a  change  so  beneficial   must  be  the 
work  of  exampie  :  for  by  example  alone 
can  we  ever  expect  to  see  mutual  bene- 
volence the  standard  of  public  manners. 
If,  instead  of  decorating  his  person  with 
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a  more  fanciful  dress,  or  being  a  more 
constant  attendant  at  a  rput,  some  sprig 
of  true  nobility  was  to  set  the  fashion 
of  writing  good  and  useful  books,  sup- 
porting and  encouraging  good  and  use- 
ful men,  and  disregarding  all  other  re- 
commendations save  those  of  real  merit 
and  unblemished  reputation,  what  a 
distinguished  character  would  then  be  a 
fashionable  man  !  To  see  mj  lord  D 
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forth  in  the  annals  of  crim.  con.  but  in 
the  annals  of  a  useful,  a  benevolent,  and 
a  religious  society.  With  a  just  sense 
of  what  is  due  to  your  dignity  as  a 
countess,  my  dear  madam,  you  have  un- 
consciously been  forgetful  of  that  cau- 
tion and  discretion  which  should  ever  be 
the  concomitants  of  your  sex.  Had  you 
tried  by  the  rules  of  strict  propriety  the 
fashionable  laws  that  have  so  long  per- 
mitted you  to  associate  with  every 
claimant  to  fortune  and  title,  you  would 
have  found  them   miserably  defective. 
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since  thej  make  no  provision  for  the  ex* 
elusion  of  the  infamous,  so  long  as  they 
can  support  these  claims.  Thus  de- 
fended, therefore,  the  seducer,  the  adul- 
terer, and  even  the  murderer  may  con- 
tinue their  ravages  unmolested,  whilst  at 
the  very  tables  where  they  are  thus  in- 
cautiously received,  and  by  noblemen, 
who  are,  perhaps,  an  honour  to  their 
country,  they  securely  plan  some  fresh 
offence  to  public  tranquillity,  or  dis- 
cover fresh  objects  of  seduction.  And 
why  are  not  such  encroachers  discover- 
ed ?  because  the  judgment  has  no  means 
of  operating  amidst  a  round  of  diver- 
sions ever-varying  and  fascinating  to  the 
senses  I — An  elegant  person,  an  easyair^ 
and  a  smooth  delivery  are  all  the  requi- 
sites required  on  these  occasions;  and 
are  not  these  to  be  found  among  the 
most  worthless  wretches? 

<(  '  Forgive  me,  lady  Ardendale,  if  I 
venture  to  observe,  that,  from  the  first 
moraeiii.  jou  became  a  convert  to  fa- 
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shionable  life,  your  reputation  was  ex- 
posed to  danger.  Not  that  jour  own 
thoughts  wounded  further  than  the 
pas  ime  of  the  hour,  but  that  you  inno- 
cently became  the  harbourer  of  such 
profligates  as  I  have  before  described. 
These,  with  '^^unbashful  forehead/*  buzz 
abroad  their  scandalous  triumphs,  and 
report  at  what  kindy  convenlenitfasliioiu 
able  assemuhj  they  first  projected  their 
designs.  Yet,  still  their  visits  are  ad- 
mitted, till  at  length  the  mistress  of  the 
house  is  supposed  to  wink  at  their  enor- 
mities, and  even  the  libertines  them- 
selves begin  to  favor  the  supposition, 
by  throwing  off  by  degrees  even  the 
appearance  of  respect  in  her  presence, 
or  the  presence  of  her  friends.' 

'^  '  This  was  the  substance  of  what  I 
said  to  your  mother,  my  lord,  and  most 
fervently  shall  l  ever  rejoice  that  it  ul- 
timately stamped  that  impression  on  her 
mind,  which  paved  the  way  for  a  total 
reform  at  the  castle.     From  that  hour 
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I  saw  her  and  the  earl  almost  every  day, 
and  the  countess  became  more  and  more 
convinced  of  her  former  imprudences. 
Your  father^  indeed^,  had  long  panted 
for  an  opportunity  of  shaking  off  the 
yokcj  which  his  fondness  for  lady  Ar- 
dendale  had  originally  prevailed  upon 
him  to  bear^  and  uniting  with  me  to 
complete  the  cure  so  happily  began,  it 
was  not  a  long  time  ere  I  had  the  hap- 
piness of  witnessing  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  good  order  to  the  venerable 
walls  of  Roth  well  castle. 

''  '  But  though  I  had  succeeded  in 
weaning  the  countess  from  dissipation, 
I  was  not  so  fortunate  in  my  victory 
over  the  prejudices  of  the  earl.  His 
invincible  hatred  of  lord  Carrintrsfort 
and  his  family  still  continued,  and  con- 
sequently his  indignation  towards  you. 
The  countess  was, -however,  shocked  at 
the  fate  of  lady  Westmere, .  and  if  she 
had  had  spirits  at  the  time,  might  pos- 
sibly have  exerted  them  in  favour  of  a 
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reconciliation^  but  her  constitution  was 
then  beginning  to  sink  under  the  pres- 
sure of  former  imprudences,  and  though 
so  many  years  have  elapsed,  she  has 
never  held  up  her  head  since.  Fre- 
quent and  serious  attacks  of  the  gout, 
brought  your  father,  at  length,  to  a 
fair  arid  dispassionate  consideration  of 
your  case ;  and  to  vanquished  pride, 
succeeded  that  remorse  and  sudden 
anxiety  to  see  you  at  the  castle^  which 
occasioned  the  letter  you  received  from 
Dr.  Compton.' 

*'  Here^  my  dear  Mr.  Denham,  the 
worthy  baron  concluded  his  interesting 
account,  for  which  I  had  scarcely  time 
to  thank  him,  when,  a  servant  hastily 
entered,  and  informed  us  that  Dr.  Comp- 
ton  wished  to  see  us  above.  With  a 
trepidation,  not  to  be  described^  I  has- 
tened to  obey  the  summons;  lord  Ley- 
brook  remained  below.  The  doctor  met 
me  at  the  door  of  my  father's  chamber, 
and  taking  me  to   an  adjoining  room—- 
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'  M}'  lord/  said  he,  and  his  voice  trem- 
bled^ '  jour  father  wishes  to  see  you  ; 
but  it  is  my  duty  to  tell  you  it  will  be 
for  the  last  time !  A  mortificatiou  has 
taken  place  !'  —  I  hurried  into  the 
chamber, — the  earl  was  sensible — he 
pressed  my  hand,  and,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, the  venerable  baron  Leybrook  en- 
tered the  roon^. — '  Your  son  is  not  ar- 
rived then,  Harrj^  ?'  cried  my  dying  fa- 
ther, I  could  not  speak,  '  My  dear 
baron,*  continued  he,  addressing  lord 
Leybrook,  '  remember  what  I  said  some 
time  since,  regarding  my  little  Louisa. 
If  possible,  let  not  our  families  be  se- 
parated !  — '  Yet,'  sighing  and  casting 
a  last  glance  towards  his  disobedient 
son,  '  inclination  will  have  way,  and 
must  not — no,  it  ought  not  to  be  thwart- 
ed!' Then,  grasping  my  hand — '  Adieu  ! 
my  Harry  ■ — Your  poor  mother  ! — I 
must  not  think  of  her  ;  (he  knew  not 
that  she  was  dead)  but  your  child! 
bless,  obj,^  bless  hirnl'  He  then  sunk  back 
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on  Ilis  pillow,  and/ in  a  quarter   of  an 
hour,  expired  in  my  arms  ! 

''  Here  let  me  draw  a  veil  over  the 
sacredness  of  grief,  and  close  my  me- 
lancholy recital.  Expect  me  with  you 
after  the  solemnization  of  the  funeral ; 
Dr.  Compton  is  giving  all  necessary 
directions — I  am  unable.  Lord  Ley- 
brook  has  left  me  ;  the  scene  has  been 
too  much  for  his  spirits, 

'^  My  son  is  this  moment  arrived. 
But  two  hours  sooner — and — but  God's 
will  be  done  ! — I  have  written  to  Rush- 
den  to  prepare  me  a  bed  at  Newton- 
vale, — I  have  some  matters  to  consult 
with  you  upon,  on  the  success  of  which 
may  possibly  depend  my  future  tran- 
quillity. i\.dieu  ! — pray  for  me,  my  re- 
verend friend,  that  I  may  be  able  ta 
support  myself  in  the  hour  of  trial  V 

Rothwcll-castle, 
August  Stiij  17 — . 

*\  You  Mill  naturally  conceive,   mj 
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dear  Ralph,  that  my  mind  was  much  af- 
fected bj  the  perusal  of  this  epistle. 
If  you  recollect,  I  did  not,  about  the 
time  I  received  it,  attend  so  punctu- 
ally at  Stoke-hill,  or  to  your  education  ; 
and  I  remember  your  kind  benefactress 
once  asking  me  with  a  smile  on  her 
countenance,  if  I  had  begun  to  reverse 
the  order  of  things,  and  to  play  truant 
instead  of  my  scholar. 

'^  As  I  had  never  seen  the  present  lord 
Westmere  since  he  was  an  infant,  I 
could  form  m)  judgment  either  of  his 
mind  or  person ;  and  yet,  from  several 
hints  in  former  letters  from  his  father 
"when  in  Ireland,  it  was  not  difficult  for 
me  to  guess  what  the  business  so  im- 
portant to  his  happiness  was,  and  on 
which  he  was  hastening  to  consult  me, 
I  had^  indeed,  no  doubt  but  it  was  to 
draw  me  from  my  peaceful  dwelling  at 
Stoke,  to  ojSiciate  at  Rothvvell  castle  as 
his  domestic  chaplain,  and  the  tutor  of 
his  son  ;  and  though  no  selfish    or  am- 
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bitious  motive  whatever  could  have  at- 
tracted me  from  my  retirement,  a  sum- 
mons from  the  son  of  vtiy  first  bene- 
factor was^  on  no  pretence,  to  be  dis- 
obeyed. 

''  As  Miss  Leybrook  has  already  in- 
formed you  of  the  principal  events  that 
have  since  occurred  at  Rothwell-castle, 
I  need  not  repeat  them.  The  dreadful 
and  unexpected  fate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rushdenwas  followed  by  circumstances 
which  made  my  longer  residence*  in  the 
earPs  family  impossible.  While  lord 
Westmere  submitted  to  my  authority  as 
his  tutor,  I  did  not  despair  of  my  in- 
structions making  their  due  impression 
on  his  mindj  but,  as  this  had,  in  se- 
veral instances,  been  disputed  by  him^ 
and  as  lord  Ardendale  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  decide  against  him  ;  I  then 
lost  all  confidence  in  their  influence,  and 
prepared  to  retire  again  into  the  bosom 
of  tranquillity.  The  debt  due  to  gra- 
titude was  paid,  so   far    as  opportunity 
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and  circumstances  would  permit ;  tli« 
mere  show  of  being  grateful  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  support. 

*'  Another  change  which  would  of 
itself  have  determined  me  to  quit  Nortli- 
amptonshire,  was  the  election  of  the 
Valpines  to  the  departments  -vacated 
bj  the  deaths  of  Mr.  Rushden  and  his 
wife  !  Good  God  !  Ralph,  how  did  my 
soulj  even  then,  recoil  at  the  idea  oi 
living  under  the  same  roof  with  the 
man  who,  notwithstanding  what  I  then 
supposed  his  generosity  to  you,  I  look- 
ed upon  as  the  destroyer  of  your  prin- 
ciples, and  the  original  corrupter  of 
your  heart  !  And  now  ! — But  Justice 
makes  it  necessary  that  now  1  should 
bear  with  him,  villain  as  he  is :  for, 
we  must  remember,  my  dear  boy,  we 
can  bring  no  positive  evidence  of  his 
guilt ;  nor  have  we  any  clue  by  which 
we  can  trace  the  motives  of  his  conduct. 
With  men  like  him,  art  can  only  be  op- 
posed by   art.     Whatever  may  be  Qiu* 
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detestation^  therefore,  of  bis  character, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  we  should^  in 
the  first  instance,  suppress  it." 

Here  Mr.  Denbam  concluded  his  nar- 
rative, and  here  we  think  proper  to  put 
a  period  to  this  long  Chapter. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Containmgi  among  other  matters,  a  con- 
versation,  which,  if  it  'prove  as  disa^ 
greeable  to  the  reader  as  it  did  to  the 
hero  of  the  history ,  the  author  had 
Letter  have  omitted. 

Early  on  the  following  morning 
another  express  arrived  from  town  with 
the  following  lines  from  lord  Ardendale  : 

"  Your  letter  has  greaUy  surprised 
us  all.  My  son  was  not  at  home  when 
my  messenger  returned  with  it.  Mr, 
Valpine  was  with  me.  His  astonish- 
ment at  (he  contents  suddenly  gave  way 
to  an  indignation  1  own  I  could  not  ac- 
count for.  He  accused  your  young 
friend  of  having  ungratefully  misapplied 
his  bounty,  and  wasted  what  was  iiileiid- 
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cd  to  place  him  in  an  honourable  esta- 
blishment, in  extravagance  and  idleness, 
'  I  delivered  this  young  man,  my  lord/ 
observed  he,  '  from  a  prison  where  he 
must  inevitably  have  perished,  to  put 
independence  and  respectability  within 
his  reach  ;  it  is  obvious  that  he  has  dis- 
sipated the  means  of  acquiring  either,  in 
a  country  where  he  could  have  little 
temptation  to  squander,  and  hopes  now, 
through  ihi  medium  of  a  man  whose 
kindness  he  has  already  abused,  but 
whose  weak  partiality,  I  perceive,  even 
ingratitude  cannot  subdue,  to  be  admit- 
ted an  humble  candidate  for  your  lord- 
ship's favours.  But  I  am  satisfied  you 
will  give  no  encouragement  to  such  a 
recommendation,  even  from  Mr.  Den- 
ham. 

''  I  shall  make  no  comments  on  this 
speech,  my  friend,  till  I  see  you,  and 
hear  what  this  youLg  man,  Mr,  Rey- 
bridge,  has  to  say  in  his  defence.  In 
the  mean  time,   it   is  sufficient  that  yoik 
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are  his  advocate,  to  give  him  a  warm 
place  in  my  opinion,  and  a  welcome  to 
mj  house.  Bring  him,  therefore,  by  all 
means. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 
'^  Akdendale.*' 

^rrosvenor. square, 
Saturday  night. 

As  this  was  the  morning  the  good 
rector  had  fixed  for  the  commencement 
of  his  journey  to  London  with  his  young 
friends,  an  early  breakfast  and  a  post- 
chaise  had  been  ordered,  and  all  other 
necessary  matters  arranged  accordingly. 

The  speech  of  Valpine,  as  set  down 
in  lord  Ardendale's  words,  only  served 
to  confirm  the  old  clergyman  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  presence  of  our  hero 
was  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  some  vil- 
lanous  scheme  of  interest,  but  what  it 
could  possibly  be,  seemed  to  defy  the 
power  of  human  art  to  discover, 

Ralph,whose  heart  was  torn  by  differ- 
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rent  sensations,  was  incapable,  at  pre- 
sent, of  forming  any  judgment  of  the 
behaviour  it  was  his  duty  to  maintain. 
More  and  more  captivated  by  the  ex- 
pressive face,  the  attractive  voice,  the 
engaging  behaviour  of  the  beautiful 
Louisa,  yet  withheld  by  every  tie  of 
honour  from  shewing  her  even  common 
attention  lest  he  should  exceed  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  Mr.  Denham,  he 
entered  the  same  post-chaise  with  her 
under  feelings  that  Tantalus  himself 
would  scarcely  have  envied  him. 

Nothing  of  any  consequence  occurred 
during  their  journey  to  London,  except 
that  Mr.  Denham  had  been  more  silent 
than  was  his  custom  in  company  with 
those  he  loved.  As  they  approached 
the  metropolis,  however,  the  good  man 
thus  addressed  Miss  Leybrook.  ''  Have 
you,  my  dear  young  lady,  turned  your 
thoughts,  at  all,  to  that  part  of  your 
guardian's  first  letter  which  mentions 
lord   Westmere's  compunction   for   his 

VOL.  III.  L 
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rash  behaviour  ? — and   am  I   permitted 
to  plead  his  cause  once  more  ?"  ^^  Alas  ! 
my    reverend    friend/'   replied    Louisa, 
'^  after   such   behaviour,  equally  selfish 
and  ungovernable  ;  betraying  a  disposi- 
tion without  delicacy,  prudence,  or  re- 
flection ;  what  dependance  can  be  placed 
upon  him  ? — Treated   in  such  a  manner 
by  him  in  the  capacity  of  a  lover  only, 
what   insults   may  I  not   reasonably  ex- 
pect from  him  as   a  husband  ? — Indeed, 
Mr.  Denham,  I  tremble  at  the  thoughts 
of  vowing  obedience  to  a  man  who  might 
exact  it  with  arbitrary  caprice  to  gra- 
tify a  selfish  pride,  without  respect  and 
without    tenderness/* — ^'  Perhaps,    my 
dear,''  answered  the  rector,   ''  you  may 
have  formed  too   harsh    an   opinion   of 
this  young   man,   allow  me,    who  have 
read    the   volume  of  the   human   heart 
w^ith  deeper  attention,  to  say  a  little  in 
mitigation  of  the  present  ofi'ence.     This 
impetuosity  of  temper  of  which  you  so 
justly  complain,  has,  I  should  conceive. 
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proceeded  more  from  the  carl*s  constant 
indulgence  of  him,  and  compliance  with 
every  wisl?^  than  from  a  natural  defect ; 
and  it  is  observahle^  through  life^,  that 
those  who  have  never  been  thwarted  or 
contradicted,  can  ill  brook  opposition 
when  it  does  come,  nor  are  thej  pre- 
pared to  take  into  consideration  whether 
it  be  justly  or  unjustly  made.  As- 
suredly the  admission  of  lord  Westmere 
that  his  conduct  towards  you  was  faulty, 
and  his  request  to  his  father  that  you 
should  not  be  longer  annoyed,  are  proofs 
that  he  is  not  altogether  destitute  of 
delicacy,  or  feeling;  and,  in  truth,  I  am 
inclined  to  hope  and  believe  that  the 
constant  contemplation  of  virtue  in  the 
fair  form  of  my  sweet  Louisa,  will  cor- 
rect, and  finally  extinguish  in  his  breast 
this  habitual  infirmity  of  temper.  By 
the  time  you  come  of  age,  this  will  be 
seen,  and  indeed  the  general  stamp  of 
his  character  will  be  better  known  ;  but, 
before  that  period,  I  hope  you  will  not 
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resolve  positively  to  reject  him^  and  that 
you  will  give  me  authority  so  to  tell  the 
earl.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  it  possible 
that  any  man  capable  of  estimating 
merit  at  all^  or  of  feeling  the  povi^er  of 
beauty,  would  ever^  my  dear  Miss  Ley- 
brook,  prove  insensible  to  the  possession 

of  a  heart  like  yours,  and'' Here  the 

old  rector's  warmth  in   the  cause  of  his 
noble  friend's  son^  was  suddenly  checked 
by  the  recollection  of  what  he  had  ob- 
served jn   the  looks   and  expressions  of 
poor  Reybridge,  and   that  the  more  he 
paid  the  just  tribute  of  applause  to  the 
beauty    and    accomplishments    of    this 
lovely  girl^  the  more  he  might  be  che- 
rishing  an    ill-fated    passion.     "  How- 
ever,   my    dear    Miss  Leybrook/'    con- 
tinued he,  ''  I  will  own  that  lord  West- 
mere  seems  to  have  been  greatly  attached 
to  a  town  life^  and  to  dissipated  habits 
since  his   first  introduction  into  society, 
and  I  will  likewise  own,  that   while  he 
continues  to  prefer  such  frivolous^  and 
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in  some  degree  criminal;,    pursuits^  to 
those  rational  schemes  of  life  which  can 
be  the  only  security  for  real  and  lasting 
happiness^  you  ought  not  to  be  his  wife  ; 
and   I    shall  in  that   case   as    strongly 
object  to  the  union  as  I  would^  on  the 
contrary,  promote   it/' — ''  And  do  you 
really  think,  my  dear  sir/'  replied  Miss 
Leybrook,    ^'  that  lord  Westmere,  de- 
moted as  he  now  certainly  is  to   every 
fashionable   folly,  will    consent   on    any 
terms  to   relinquish  them  ?"-— ^'  On  the 
terms  of  being  rewarded  by  your  hand, 
I    think  he   will/'    replied   the   rector; 
''  the  conversation  of  an  amiable  woman 
loses  half  its  force  when  it  is  directed  to 
hearers  only  interested  for  the  moment  ; 
but  lord  Westmere  will,  on  every  occa- 
sion,  naturally   advert  to  the    pleasing 
probability  of  o:ie  day  having  the  warm- 
est and  most  permanent  interest  in  every 
thing  you  say  or  do,    and  his   attention 
will,     of    course,     be     proportionably 
stronger.     To  judge  of  the  stock  from 
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whence  he  sprung,  the  seeds  of  vir- 
tue must  surely  be  latent  in  his  heart, 
and  will  gradually  shoot  forth  as  he 
seesj  and  is  sensible  of,  the  merits  of 
the  woman  who  is  to  become  his 
wife." 

Here  the  fair  Louisa  heaved  a  sigh, 
which,  ill  spite  of  all  opposition  on  the 
part  of  honour  and  prudence,  made  its 
way  to  our  hero's  heart.  Poor  Rey- 
bridge,  indeed,  had  been  listening  to  the 
above  discourse  with  about  as  much 
delight  as  a  disinherited  son  hears  the 
will  of  his  fiither  read  which  cuts 
him  off  with  a  shilling  in  favor  of  a 
stranger. 

Mr.  Denham  now  quitted  the  subject, 
having  satisfied  himself  that  he  had 
made  an  impression  on  the  mind  of 
his  fair  friend,  and  turning  to  our 
hero  began  an  indifferent  conversa- 
tion with  him  ;  but  Ralph  made  so 
many  blunders,  that  the  good  man 
was  fain  to   have    recourse  to    a   nap. 
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and  the  young-  couple  to  counting 
tlie  lamps  which  now  began  to  warn 
them  of  their  near  approach  to  Hyde- 
Park  Corner. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Containing  much  or  littlc^o   the  pur- 
posCf  as  the  reader  may  choose  to  take 

if- 

It  was  ten  o'clock  before  the  chaise 
drove  up  to  the  door  of  lord  Ardeii- 
dale's  house^  in  Grosvenor-square.  The 
good  old  man  and  his  fair  charge  were 
received  by  the  servants  with  the  warm- 
est demonstrations  of  joy,  and  notice  of 
their  arrival  was  immediately  carried  to 
the  earl. 

Mr.  Denham  did  not  think  it  ad- 
visable to  introduce  Reybridge  till  after 
the  first  interview  between  his  lordship 
and  his  ward.  Ralph  was  therefore  re- 
quested to  wait  in  an  anii-chamber, 
where  he  had  time  to  recollect  himself. 
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and  prepare  for  an  introduction^  which, 
though  he  had  no  reason  to  dread,  he 
could  not  be  wholly  indifferent  to. 

A  servant  at  length  appeared,  to  con- 
duct him  to  the  drawing-room,  and  from 
him  he  learned,  that  neither  lord  West- 
mere  n'>r  Mr.  Valpine  was  at  home,  and 
that  Miss  Lejbrook  had  retired  to  her 
chamber. 

Our  hero's  spirits  were  considerably 
raised  by  this  intelligence  ;  for  though 
he  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
presence  of  either  of  the  parties,  yet 
he  knew  that  the  less  he  appeared  con- 
fused on  his  first  meeting  wiih  the  e;irl, 
the  stronger  would  be  the  presuniption 
of  his  innocence.  Lord  Ardendale  was 
standing  with  his  face  to\var<ls  the  fire, 
as  Heybridge  was  announced,  but,  in- 
stantly tunung  round,  he  regarded  li^e 
youth,  as  he  appro iched,  with  an  asto- 
nishment so  remarkable,  that  Kalph 
blushed  and  retreated.  ''  Good  G-^a  !" 
at  length  exclaimed  the  eail,  '^  that  coun- 
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tenance  ! — Surely  I  Iiave  seen  it  before." 
— *'  Oh  !  where,  my  lord  ?*'  replied  the 
rector^  starting  from  his  chair,  and 
seizing  his  friend's  hand,  '^  where  have 
you  seen  a  countenance  like  his?" — 
'*  At  lord  Carringsfort's  :'*  replied  the 
carl ;  "  his  brother's  picture — St.  Au- 
byn's  picture,  done  when  an  ensign  in 
the  army!" — ''  Alas!  my  lord,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Deuham,  "  and  yet  the  co- 
lonel ;  did  he  die  abroad,  my  lord?" — 
'^  No  ;"  returned  lord  Ardendale,  ''  I 
believe  in  England,  and  in  circumstances 
of  distress." — The  good  rector  was 
again  puzzled — he  had  conceived  it  pos- 
sible that  colonel  St.  Aubyn  and  Mr. 
Mapleton  might  have  been  the  same 
person;  yet,  Mr.  Mapleton,  though 
not  a  rich,  was  by  no  means  a  needy 
man.  Still  here  was  a  sudden  light 
thrown  upon  the  mysterious  gloom  of 
our  hero's  circumstances,  and  it  became 
necessary  that  the  events  of  his  life 
should  be  unfolded  with  as  little  delay 
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as  possible. — ''  Mj  lord,'' continued  he, 
*'  to-morrow  morning*,  when  your  lord- 
ship shall  have  heard  ray  poor  boy's 
story,  you  will  perhaps  be  better  able  to 
account  for  the  very  extraordinary  re- 
semblance you  have  perceived  ;  till  then, 
I  shall  forbear  troubling-  you  with  any 
questions/' — ''  Indeed,  Mr.  Denhara/' 
replied  the  earl,  ''  you  surprise  me  very 
much.  The  parents  of  my  regretted 
wife  had  children  besides  her,  but  they 
died  young." — ^' And  where  did  Mrs.  St. 
Aubyn  die?  or /,?  she  dead?"  returned 
the  rector,  still  more  agitated.—^'  Of 
course,  my  reverend  friend,'*  rejoined 
the  earl,  ^^  she  is  dead,  or  do  you  ima- 
gine she  could  so  long  have  lived  es- 
tranged from  me?" — *^  True,  my  dear 
lord,''  answered  the  rector,  ''  forgive 
my  want  of  consideration  on  the  subject, 
and  attribute  it  only' — Here  the  open- 
ing of  the  drawing-room  door,  and  the 
entrance  of  young  We^tmere  and  Val- 
pine^  put  an  end  to  all  further  observa- 
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tion  on  the  subject.  Lord  Ardendale 
immediately  presenting  our  hero  to  his 
son  ;  ''  I  hope,  Frederick/'  said  he, 
^'  you  are  prepared  to  receive  this  young 
gentleman  with  that  regard  which  is 
due  to  the  adopted  child  of  your  tutor. 
If  we  are  to  judge  from  the  counte- 
nance, he  will  not  disgrace  your  friend- 
ship.''— To  this,  Westmere  made  no 
reply,  but  received  our  hero's  obeisance 
with  becoming  civility.  ''  Mr.  Val- 
pine,"  then  observed  lord  Ardendale, 
''  I  cannot  help  feeling  persuaded,  that 
Mr.  Reybridge,  though  I  have  not  yet 
heard  his  story,  is  guiltless  of  the  ex- 
travagance you  have  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  that  he  has  not  misapplied  any 
bounty  he  may  have  received  from  you." 
— '^  My  lord,"  replied  Mr.  Valpine, 
'^^  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  be  very 
well  able  to  defend  himself  from  the 
imputation,  and  that  your  lordship  is 
prepared  to  pay  all  due  attention  and 
consideration  to  what  he   may  have  to 
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say.     In  reje;ard  to  myself,  it  is  a  matter 
of  perfect  indifFerenre  whether  he  stands 
acquitted  or  not,  for  I  confess  I  can   no 
longer  fee!  interested  in  the  conduct  and 
concerns  of   a  young  man  who  has  paid 
so  little  deference  to  the  advice  of  those 
to  whom  he   stands  indebted  f  )r  his    li- 
berty,    and    perhaps    his    life." — "    He 
must,  firsts  Mr.  Valpine,"  observed   the 
old  rector  sternly,   '' kno.v    where    these 
ieiiefactors,    you    mention,     are    to    be 
found  !"— '^My  lord,''  interrupted  Val- 
pine  hastily,    and    turning   to  the    earl/ 
''  from  the  conversation  1  had  with  your 
lordship  yesterday,  I   understand  that  1 
am  to  be  accused  by  Mr.  Denham,  and 
possibly  by  Mr.  Reybridge   himself,  of 
certain  transactions,    concealments,   and 
mysteries,   relative   to  the  latter  gentle- 
man,   and    upon    no    better    foundation 
than  their  bare  suspicions.     To  such  an 
accusation,    1  shall    now    and    for  ever 
disdam  to  make    any  reply. — My  lord, 
good  night." — ''  Stay,  Sir,"  replied  the 
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earl,  with  some  severity,  '^the  footing*  on 
"which  I  have  hitherto  considered  you  io 
Diy  family/' — ''  Lord  Ardendale/'  inter- 
rupted Valpine,  '^  I  am  duly  sensible  of 
the   obligations   I    owe    to  you^   of  the 
flattering  distinction    paid  me    by   your 
son.     It  is  this  kindness,  my  lord,  that 
makes  me  now  the  more   sensibly  alive 
to  an  impulation  of  guilt  cast  upon  my 
character;  especially  where  assertion  can 
only  be  answered  by  assertion.     Excuse, 
therefore,    my    warm.th.     Convinced    of 
your  lordship's  justice,  I  am    under  no 
apprehensions  of  being  cross-questioned, 
but  I  cannot  submit  to  it.     To  general 
points,   however,  I    shall  to-morrow  be 
willing  to  answer  j^our  lordship,  alone; 
at  present  I  am  rather  indisposed,   and 
beg  leave  to  retire." — Valpinenow  with- 
drew, and  a  pause  succeeded.   At  length 
lord  Ardendaie  arose — ''  Mr.  Denham," 
said  he,  ''  I    observe  you  are  surprised 
at  the    freedom   of  address   which   Mr. 
Yalpine  has,  on  this  occasion^  thought 
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proper  to  make  use  of,  but  it  shall  be 
for  the  last  time.  Westmere,  I  hope 
you  are  now  convinced  that  this  man  is 
110  longer  an  object  of  your  esteem,  or 
even  attention,  since  he  has  so  strangely 
forgotten  the  respect  due  to  me/' — ""  l 
am,  I  own,  my  lord/'  replied  West- 
mere,  "  rather  surprised  at  his  conduct 
this  evening,  but  much  must  ^e  ascribed 
to  the  peevishness  of  increasing  years, 
some  of  which  have  been  soured  by 
misfortune,  and  certainly  much  to  the 
sudden  shock  which  any  man,  in  his  si- 
tuation, and  conscious  of  the  rectitude 
of  his  own  principles,  must  have  felt 
on  finding"  himself  merely  suspected  of 
having  acted  basely  towards  an  object 
which,  it  is  generally  known,  he  once 
very  liberally  befriended.''—'*  Of  that 
fact,  I,  however,*'  replied  the  earl,  '^  am 
yet  to  be  satisfied.  In  the  mean  time, 
till  I  hear  every  particular  of  Mr.  Rey- 
bridge's  story,  1  shall  wave  my  decision 
either   one   way  or   the  other." — Here 
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ended  the  conversation,  and  the  parties 
separated  for  the  night. 

Early  on  the  following  mornine-,  ^^r« 
Denham,    unknown  even   to    our   hero, 
to(  k  a  coacli,  in  order  to    pay  a  visit  to 
a  gentleman  who  iiidy  possibly,  by  this 
time,  have  escaped    the  recollection   of 
our  readers.     This  was    no    other   than 
the  worth^^  but  no    less    officious  Mr. 
H(  rton  :    the  person   who  had   supplied 
Ralph    witii   his   money,    his   letters   of 
recommendation,  and  all  other   necessa- 
ries for  his  voyage.      From  this   gentle- 
man, the   old  rector  made  no  doubt  of 
receiving  some  very  useful  iiifornicition 
concerning   Yal pine's   real   motives;    at 
all  events,  that  he  should  be  able  to  dis- 
cover whether  he   was  the  principal,  or 
only  an  agent  in  the  business  of  Ralph's 
transportation  ;     but    the    worthy    man 
was  only  more   and  more  perplexed  by 
the  result  of   his    enquiries.     The  busy 
2:entleman  still  resided  in  Cornhill,    and 
was  fortunatcl)  at  home  when  Mr.  Den- 
ham called;  but  when  Mr.  Valpiae  was 
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mentioned  to  him,  he  scarcely  recol- 
lected the  name ;  and  as  for  poor  Rey- 
bridge  and  his  fortunes,  they  had  en- 
tirely slipped  his  memory,  amidst  the 
confusion  of  business.  ''  All  I  know  of 
the  matter.  Sir,"  said  he,  ''  is,  that  this 
Mr.  Valpine,  with  whom  I  was  slightly 
acquainted  at  Shrewsbury,  and  who 
knew  my  weight  at  the  India  House, 
lodged  a  certain  sum  of  money  in  my 
hands,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  for 
the  young  man  you  mention,  the  privi- 
leges of  a  free-merchant,  and  supplying 
him  with  the  needful  for  the  voyage." — 
'^  And  pray.  Sir,  if  I  may  ask,"  replied 
the  rector,  ''^  were  there  no  other  people 
employed  in  this  transaction  ?  Was  the 
money  remitted  to  you  in  bills,  or  drafts, 
or  how  ?"—'•'  VVhy,  futh,  now  Sii," 
answeied  Hortoii,  ''  1  was  supplied  with 
the  money  from  Mr.  Set^leoright,  the 
bafiker,  i  i  Lombard -street,  on  a  letter 
of  credit  given  me  by  IVIr.  Valpiue  " — 
'*  Good  Heaven  !"  exclaiaied  the  rector. 
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''  what  connexion  could  sucli  a  man  as 
Valpine  have  had  with  Mr.  Settle- 
bright?" — ''  That's  more  than  I  can 
possibly  tellj  Sir/'  answered  Horton, 
"'  I  only  know,,  that  in  consideration  of 
certain  arrangements  between  Mr.  Val- 
pine and  mCj  in  the  course  of  which  I 
had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  that 
gentleman's  conduct^  who  really  ap- 
peared to  me  to  have  thewarmest  in- 
terest in  this  Mr.  Rejbridge's  fate,  I 
not  only  hustled  very  much  to  procure 
him  good  accommodations  on  board  the 
Phoenix,  but  also  some  letters  of  recom- 
mendation from  two  or  three  persons  of 
consequence,  and  which,  no  doubt,  have 
been  of  advantage  to  him." — ''  And, 
pray,  good  Sir,"  continued  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  '^  is  this  a  proper  hour  to  meet 
with  Mr.  Settlebright  at  home  ?"— 
*^^  When  he  is  in  town.  Sir,"  answered 
Mr.  Horton,  "  but  at  present  he  is  in 
Yorkshire." — The  rector,  notwithstand- 
ing this  communication,  repaired  to  the 
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banking-house,  in  Lombard-street;  but^ 
to  his  additional  mortification  and  as- 
tonish ment^  was  informed  by  the  clerks 
that  they  knew  of  no  such  person  as 
Valpine,  though  they  \erj  well  recol- 
lect Mr.  Morton's  receiving  money,  to 
a  large  amount,  from  Mr.  Settlebriglit. 
With  this  unsatisfactory  information^ 
the  old  clergyman  was  obliged  to  return 
to  Grosveaor-square,  but  not  before  he 
had  taken  the  banker's  directions  in  the 
country,  to  whom  he  determined  to 
write,  without  loss  of  time. 

On  entering  the  breakfast-parlour,  he 
found  the  earl  and  our  hero  alone.  The 
former,  with  satisfaction  on  his  counte- 
nance, the  lattecwith  unusual  dejection. 
''  My  dear  Mr.  Denham,"  said  his  lord- 
ship, '''  Louisa  has  heard  my  son's  apo- 
logy with  more  complacency  tlian  my 
most  sanguine  hopes  presaged  ;  and, 
although  she  has  given  no  positive  con- 
sent to  be  his  at  the  expiration  of  her 
minority,  yet  she  has  been  good  enough 
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to  saVj  that  much  must  depend  upon 
the  conliiiuation  of  his  present  forbear- 
ance. I  do  not  enquire  where  you  have 
been,  but  have  jou  breakfasted  ?" — '*  I 
have  not^  my  lord/'  replied  the  rector^, 
''  but,  if  you  please,  will  have  some  tea 
in  my  own  room.  Ralph,,  will  you  ac- 
company me?" — Our  hero  arose,  ami 
moved  towards  the  door.  ^^  Mr.  Den- 
ham/'  observed  the  earl,  "^  as  I  am  still 
undetermined  on  some  points  relative  to 
Valpine,  the  sooner  I  am  favoured  with 
my  young  friend's  story,  here,  the  bet- 
ter.''— ''  I  will  return  with  him  after  I 
have  breakfasted,"  replied  the  rector, 
"  if  your  lordship  will  then  be  at  lei- 
sure."— "  I  shall,"  rejoined  the  earl. 
As  Ralph  had  expressed  his  determina- 
tion of  calling  the  moment  he  arrived 
in  London  upon  Mr.  Horton,  his  tutor 
now  informed  him  of  the  ill  success  of 
his  own  visit  to  that  gentleman,  and  his 
r  solutioij  of  writmg  forthwith  to  Mr. 
Setiiebnght,    on  the  subject.     ''  i    am 
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more  than  ever  convinced^  my  dear 
child/*  continued  he^  '*  that  you  have 
been  the  dupe  of  some  deep  laid  scheme 
of  villany.  And  yet  I  am  confounded 
to  think,  that  a  man  of  Mr.  Settle- 
bright's  character  and  connexions^  could 
ever   have   been  induced    to  connive  at 


what  he  even  suspected   to   be   wrong  ! 
Valpine's  name  does  not  once  appear  in 
this  gentleman's  books,  nor  had  any   of 
his    clerks   ever    heard  of  him    before. 
Yet  they  remembered  Mr.  Morton's  re- 
ceiving large   supplies   of  money  from 
the  house,    and  which  supplies  Horton 
confesses  to  have  drawn  on  the  strength 
of   Mr.    Valpine's    letter   of  credit.     I 
confess  these  contradictions   amaze   me 
more   than    I   have    power    to   express. 
However,  so  far  as  they  relate    to  Mr. 
Settlebrightj   they   cannot  long   remain 
unexplained,  and  we  must  leave  the  so- 
lution of  all  other  mysterious   points  to 
Providence,  my  dear  boy  ;  for  my  part, 
I  am  determined  to  settle  where  I  am  : 
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to  cling  to  this  villain,  this  Valpine  ; 
to  trace  him  to  all  his  haunts,  what- 
ever labour  it  may  cost  me,  but  I  will 
detect  him/* — Ralph  was  too  much 
agitated  to  make  any  reply  ;  he  could 
only  press  his  tutor's  hand  in  token  of 
the  grateful  emotions  that  swelled  his 
heart ;  a  kind  of  eloquence  which  the 
good  old  man  was  as  wxll  satisfied  as 
acquainted  with. 

But  there  were  other  emotions  in  the 
poor  youth's  bosom,  which  seemed  io 
forebode  a  state  of  wretchedness  to  which 
it  was  vain  to  expect  that  the  whole 
extent  of  his  philosophy  could  reconcile 
him. 

Extravagant  as  the  idea  will  appear  to 
our  readers,  he  had  presumed  to  cherish 
a  hope,  that  on  the  final  rejection  of 
lord  Westmere^  Louisa — the  beautiful, 
theaccompiished,  the  wealthy,  and  illus- 
trious heiress  of  Leybrook,  might  pos- 
sibly turn  a  favourable  eye  towards 
him.     And,  though  he  had  not  forgot- 


RALPH    REYERIDGE.  239 

ten  the  solemn  promise  she    had  made 
to  her   grandfather^    not  to  unite  her- 
self with   meanness    or   obscurity ;    jet 
his  imagination  had  flattered  him  with 
an  assurance  that  fate  would  no   longer 
withhold  from   him   the  knowledge    of 
his    parents^  and  who^,   of  course;,  were 
to  be    both    noble   and    vvealthj^    when 
there  should    be    no   other   obstacle    to 
the  accomplishment  of  his  felicity.    But 
an  act  of  oblivion  had  now  been  passed 
on  his  rival's  former  conduct,  and  time 
only  appeared  to  interpose  between  this 
happy  rival  and  certain  success.     Hence 
arose  the  clouds  of  dejection  on  his  brow, 
and    which,     not  even    the    present  in- 
teresting state  of  his^affairs,    could   re- 
move.    That  Mr.  Denham  read   the  fa- 
tal history  of  his  heart,  may  very  fairly 
be  presumed,  but  the  good  old  clergy- 
man seemed  unwilling  to  begin  a  subject 
on  which  he  could  neither  receive  nor 
impart  pleasure. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

In  wliicli  much  is  said,  but  little  done, 

Reybiudge^  notwithstanding  the  oh- 
stacles  he  had  to  contend  with^  went 
through  the  whole  of  his  history  before 
the  earlj  with  correctness  and  perspi- 
cuity. His  lordship  heard  him  to  an 
end,  with  equal  pleasure  and  surprise, 
then  turning  to  Mr.  Denham ;  "  I  do 
not  wonder/'  said  he^  "  that  you  feel 
affection  for  this  young  man;  but  this 
is  no  time  to  waste  in  words.  By  deeds 
only  can  I  convince  him  of  the  value  I 
place  both  in  his  confidence,  and  your 
own.  No,  my  friend,  I  cannot  doubt 
any  longer  of  treachery,  and  that  of  the 
blackest  kind,  having  been  practised  on 
our  adventurer,  but  before  I  speak  fur- 
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ther  on  the  subject,  I  must  question 
Valpine  whilst  the  remarkable  parts  of 
his  conduct  towards  our  young  friend 
are  fresh  in  my  memory.  In  the  measi 
time,  Ralph/'  continued  he  familiarly, 
and  affectionately  pressing  our  hero's 
hand,  "  keep  up  your  spirits,  and  assure 
yourself  that  I  must  always  respect  and 
befriend  virtue  however  clouded  and 
depressed  either  by  malice  or  misfor- 
tune/'— Our  hero  w^s  overcome  by  this 
generous  treatment:  he  carried  the  hand 
of  his  noble  patron  respectfully  to  his 
lips,  and  bathed  it  -with  the  genuine 
tears  of  gratitude  and  veneration.  He 
would  have  spoken,  but  his  old  tutor 
saw  the  agitation  of  his  spirits,  and  led 
him  gently  out  of  the  room. 

The  earl  immediately  rang  the  bell 
and  desired  that  Mr.  Valpine  might  be 
called.  The  worthy  gentleman  instant- 
ly obeyed  the  summons,  and  stood  with 
so  much  composure  before  his  noble  be- 
nefactor that  a  more  scrupulous  judge 
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than  lord  Ardendale  might  almost  have 
been  persuaded  of  his  innocence.  His 
lordship  regarded  him  for  some  mo- 
ments with  a  look  of  surprise  not  quite 
unmingled  with  resentaient,  and  then  be- 
gan the  following  conversation. — "  Mr. 
Valpine,  when  you  shall  understand 
that  it  is  my  intention  to  be  the  future 
friend  of  young  Reybridge,  I  am  in- 
duced to  hope  you  will  afford  me  that 
assistance  towards  discovering  the  se- 
cret of  his  birth,  which  1  have  strong 
reasons  to  believe  will  crown  my  exer- 
tions with  success"' — '^  My  lord?'' — 
^'  Without  reverting  to  the  incidents  of 
the  youth's  life  from  the  time  of  his 
unfortunate  separation  from  his  excel- 
lent tutor  to  his  residence  under  your 
roof,  and  the  subsequent  trials  of  ad- 
versity he  underwent^  you  will  readily 
conceive  that  I  have  just  grounds  for 
my  former  opinion  ;  and,  therefore,  un- 
less you  can  clearly  and  satisfactorily 
explain  the  motives  that^  on  several  mo- 
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mcntous  occasions,  regulated  your  con- 
duct towards  him,  and  which  conduct 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  altogether 
unaccouutable  ;  I  must,  like  my  reve- 
rend friend,  Mr,  Denham,  suspect  that 
you  are  the  possessor,  and  perhaps  the 
only  surmving  one,  of  some  important 
information  concerning  him  which  you 
are  interested  in  concealing.*' — •"  And 
pray,  my  lord,  allow  me  to  ask  wherein 
my  conduct  has  appeared  so  unaccount- 
able ?  If  your  lordship  alludes  to  my 
ill-judged  liberality  towards  a  young 
man,  the  proofs  of  whose  idleness  and 
ingratitude  towards  another,  1  was  my- 
self the  innocent  cause  of  detecting,  it 
must  be  confessed  I  did  not  act  with 
that  prudence  which  I  know  has  been 
ascribed  to  me ;  but  why,  my  lord,  think 
it  so  miraculous  a  thing  that  acts  of 
benevolence  should  flow  through  other 
channels  besides  those  of  rank  and  pow- 
er ? — I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lord,  I 
see  you   are  offended  ;    but  i   must  and 
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will  be  just  to  myself  when  I  stand  ac- 
cused of  practising  deception^  without 
a  shadow  of  proof.  Howeverj  my  lord, 
I  have  received  obligations  from  you 
which  I  gratefull}'^  acknowledge,  and 
though  your  lordship's -present  suspji- 
cions  are  ungenerous,  I  will,  in  conside- 
ration of  those  obligations,  endeavour 
to  remove  them.*'^ — ''  Proceed,  Sir,  if 
you  please/' — ''  Your  friend,  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  my  lord,  has  in  his  possession  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  him  soon  after 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Reybridge.  This 
letter  gives  a  full  and  explicit  account 
of  that  melancholy  event,  corroborated 
by  the  testimony  of  a  man  whom,  I  ne- 
ver^ till  that  time,  saw  ;  who  was  your 
lordship's  and  Mr.  Denham's  confiden- 
tial messenger,  to  Stoke-hill,  and  whose 
particular  interest  it  would  hare  been, 
even  admitting  that  he  was  undeserving 
of  this  confidence,  to  have  discovered 
any  attempt  at  imposition.  This  man 
was  the  iateMr.  Rushden — a  gentleman 
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attached  to  your  lordship  by  every  tie 
of  honour  and  gratitude,  with  a  mind, 
superior,  certainly,  to  his  station,  and 
of  strict  integrity,  as  I  have  often  heard 
your  lordship  repeat,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  pecuniary  trusts.  Mr.  Rush- 
den,  ray  lord,  was  in  the  room  when 
the  good  lady  breathed  her  last ;  and 
he,  as  well  as  myself  and  Mrs.  Val- 
pine,  heard  her  dying  words — the  same 
which  are  contained  in  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Denham,  and  which  he^  (Rushden)  at- 
tested. Surely,  my  lord,  after  this  you 
cannot  for  an  instaut  suppose  that  I 
know  more  of  this  your:2  man's  parents 
than  Rushden  did  ?  But  it  seems  evi- 
dent to  me,  and  1  am  astonished  that 
your  lordship  can  doubt  about  the  mat- 
ter, that  he  is  Mr.  Mapleton's  child/' 
— -'^  And  by  whom  ?"  hastily  interrupted 
the  earl. — '^  Probably,  my  lord',  by 
some  favourite  servant-maid.  Mr.  Ma- 
pleton  was  a  good,  a  religious  man; 
but  Mrs,  Mapletou  had  long  been  dead. 
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and  we  are  not  always  faultless  beings^ 
mjlord  V'—''  Did  you  know  Mr.  Ma- 
pleton^  Sir  ?** — '*'  No^  my  lord,  he  died 
before  I  came  to  reside  at  Stoke.*' — 
''  Well,  Mr.  Yalpine^  I  must  confess 
that  this  circumstance  of  the  letter  at- 
tested bv  Rushden.  and  which  I  now 
recollect  your  having  sent,  is  an  argu- 
ment I  cannot  parry  ;  but  you  do  not 
know.  Sir,  all  the  motives  that  make 
me  so  anxious  to  discover  the  parentage 
of  Reybridge^  and  I  must  still  think'' — 
''  If  your  lordship  still  suspects,  any 
further  attempt  at  justification  will  be 
useless.  While  Reybridge  was  with 
me  at  Shrewsbury,  did  I  do  otherwise 
than  fulfil  the  charge  of  his  dying  bene- 
factress ?  I  did  not,  I  confess^  admo- 
nish him  so  often  as  I  wished,  against 
extravagance,  1  had  difficulties  of  my 
own  to  struggle  with,  and  to  curb  my 
poor  wife's  love  of  dissipation,  which 
threatened  our  ruin,  was  the  sole  object 
at  that  time  of  my  thoughts." — ^'  And 
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yet,  Mr.  Valpine,  on  the  verge  of  ruin 
yourself,  you  could  afford  nearly  Uvo 
thousand  pounds  to  fit  out  young*  Rey- 
bridge  for  a  foreig-n  country  ;  and  though 
with  your  wife's  extravagance  the  sole 
object  of  your  thoughts^  could  negociate 
an  eligible  situation  for  him.  And  this 
was  done  out  of  pure  love  to  a  young 
man  whose  little  fortune  had  been  squan- 
dered under  your  roof,  during  one  con- 
tinued round  of  folly  and  dissipation, 
whom  you  had  convicted  of  ingratitude 
towards  the  best  of  men,  and  whom  you 
su^Jered  to  lie  in  gaol  a  fortnight,  before 
you  attempted  to  relieve,  or  even  to  see 
him  !  Wear  not  these  facts,  Mr.  Val- 
pir.e,  the  face  of  mystery  ?  Can  any 
reasonable  being  suppose,  for  one  mo- 
ment, that  you  were,  during  these  oc- 
currences, only  planning  schemes  of  be- 
neficence, and  from  motives  purely  dis- 
interested ?  But  pray.  Sir,  allow  me  to 
ask  you  whence  sprung  the  pecuniary 
resources  that  enabled  you   to   support 
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SO  long  your  style  of  living  at  Shrews- 
bury, and  to  which  Reybridge  owes   at 
once  his  ruin  and  his  preservation  ?   At 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Reybridge,  Mr.  Den- 
ham  has  convinced  me  beyond   dispute, 
ihat  you  were  deeply  involved  in  debt^ 
and  that  the  fortuneyou  received  with  the 
lady  you  soon  after  married  could  barely 
have   enabled    you    to    discharge  what 
you  owed  !    Whence  then,    I  ask,  arose 
tliis  sudden  wealth  ?" — ''  My  lord,  I  am 
not   prepared   to  reply   to  questions  so 
abrupt." — '^'Na,  Sir;  I  see  you  are  not;" 
replied  the   earl,   ''   but,    beware,    Mr. 
Valpine;  do  not  oblige  ^ne  to  use  harsher 
methods  to  enforce  the  truth.*' — ''  What 
will  you  do,  my  lord  ?"    answered  Val- 
pine  with     a  sneer,    ''   what    can    you 
prove  ?      You    may    dismiss     me   from 
your  house,  'tis  true  ;   but  I  will  rather 
bid  adieu  to  it  and  your   lordship    for 
ever,  than   submit   to  this  inquisitorial 
tyranny.     My  lord,  your  suspicions  are 
beneath  you  \" — The  earl  arose  in  evi- 
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dent  disorder. — '^'^  Quit  my  house.  Sir  I" 
exclaimed  he  impetuously^  ^'  quit  it 
this  instant.  I  perceive  you  are  a  vil- 
lain I" — ''  Farewell^  my  lord  \"  replied 
Valpine^  '^  your  menaces  are  vain;,  thei/ 
cannot  reach  me.  1  owed  you  obliga- 
tions^ but  your  present  conduct  has  can- 
celled them.  Nor  think,  my  lord,  you 
cast  me  off  to  poverty.  I  have  still  re- 
sources  which  your  lordship  can  never 
discover.  Recollect,  however,  that 
you  have  branded  me  with  the  name  of 
villain  !  Noble  as  you  are,  and  shielded 
by  power  and  affluence,  you  may  still 
have  cause  to  repent  the  insult/' — So 
saying,  he  left  the  room,  whilst  a  ma- 
lignant smile  seemed  to  speak  the  con* 
fidence  of  successful  malice. 

Our  fair  heroine,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  the  subject  of  a  very  obstinate  con- 
tention between  two  very  formidable 
opponents;  viz.  love  and  duty; — each 
striving,  with  equal  perseverance,  to 
drive  the   other  from  her  heart.      To 
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have  been  totally  insensible  to  the  per- 
sonal, as  well  as  mental  qualifications  of 
our  heroj  directed  as  her  eye  was  to  them 
through  the  medium  of  gratitude,  would 
neither  have  been  natural,  nor  would  it, 
we  may  venture  to  surmise,  have  been 
expected  by  the  majority  of  our  readers. 
She  had,  indeed,  continued  her  contem- 
plations of  this  amiable  youth  till  they 
had  settled  into  that  predilection  in  his 
favour  which  tbe  strong  ties  of  duty,  on 
every  side,  warned  her  to  abandon. 

Love^  on  the  other  hand,  under  that 
most  dangerous  of  all  disguises,  innocent 
friendship,  was  persuading  her  that  she 
might  indulge  these  favourable  senti- 
ments with  impunity. 

Reybridge,  who  in  the  calm  moments 
of  reflection,  had  been  obliged  to  admit 
the  absurdity  of  cherishing  hopes  that 
could  never  possibly  be  realized,  now 
came  to  the  resolution  of  relinquishing 
them  altogether,  and  to  withdraw  him- 
self^ as  far  as  consistently  with  common 
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politeness  he  could^  from  her  fascinat- 
ing society.  For  Ralph  was  conscious 
though  Louisa  was  not,  that  love  would 
too  succesfully  apply  to  his  own  pur- 
poseSj  the  slightest  advance  of  friend- 
ship. The  old  rector,  in  the  mean  time, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Settlebright  the  banker, 
and  the  earl,  who  knew  him  to  be  a  man 
of  property  and  professional  respecta- 
bilit}',  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
answer  must  at  least  explain  the  secret 
of  Valpine's  resources,  information 
which  would  necessarily  lead  to  dis- 
coveries of  greater  importance. 
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CHAP.  XIL 

Hope  still  'proved  a  deluder^  and  Love 
"joill  have  his  tvay. — More  conversa* 
tioiis, — An  interesting  proposal  made 
to  our  hero,  and  his  manful  resolu- 
tions in  consequence, 

Mr.  Denham^  although  lie  thought 
that  Val  pine's  dismission  had  been  ra- 
ther premature^  and  that  lord  Arden- 
dale  had  been  more  just  than  politie  on 
the  occasion^  determined  to  wait  for  an 
answer  to  his  letter  to  Mr.  Settlebright^ 
before  he  discovered  his  sentiments,  and 
for  which  answer  he  was,  now,  in  daily 
expectation. 

When     to    a  natural    gloominess    of 
disposition  are  joined   spirits  angry  and 
vindictive;,  they    can    scarcely   ever    be 
disguised,  even  when  disguise  is  neccs* 
sary  to  the  completion  of  projects  th« 
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most  interesting.  Hence  it  was  that 
Jord  Westmere^  though  he  knew  that 
his  future  success  vvith  Miss  Leybrook 
would  depend  upon  a  total  reformation 
of  life  and  manners^  could  not  so  far 
curb  his  temper,  and  inclinations  as  to 
prevent  her  from  observing  the  struggles 
it  cost  him.  To  have  made  Revbridge 
his  friend,  in  compliance  with  his  fa- 
ther's wishes^  to  have  shown  a  generous, 
and  indeed  a  natural  interest  in  the  mis- 
fortunes of  a  youth  apparently  not  older 
than  himself,  would  have  favoured  his 
cause  with  Louisa,  infinitely  more  than 
the  cautious  attentions  he  was^  noW;, 
constantl}^  paying  her  ;  but  this  was  a 
sacrifice  so  violent  to  his  real  disposition, 
that  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  make 
it,  and  the  earl,  and  Mr.  Denham  were 
equally  grieved  and  alarmed  at  this 
malicious  ascendency  in  his  mind. 

In  other  respects,  however,  the  young 
lord  continued  closely  on  his  guard. 
His    dissipations    were   forsaken.      He 
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devoted  bis  leisure  hours  to  rational 
pursuits,  and  his  conduct  towards  his 
fair  mistress  was  delicate  and  respect- 
ful. In  short,  could  he  have  yielded 
with  a  better  grace  to  the  dismission  of 
his  favourite  Valpine,  and  have  es- 
poused the  cause  of  justice  against  an 
ill-grounded  partiality/  there  might 
have  been  hopes  for  him  even  at  an  ear- 
lier period  than  the  one  stipulated  for. 

In  the  mean  time  the  long  expected 
answer  from  Mr.  Settlebright  arrived, 
couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

''to    the    rev.    CHARLES    DENHAM. 

''  Sir, 
^'  I  am  duly  favoured  with  yours  of 
the  5th  instant,  on  the  subject  whereof, 
I  cannot  well  commit  many  observations 
to  paper.  Thus  far,  however,  I  can 
safely  say  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  any  deception  that  may  have  been 
put  in  practice  by  the   gentleman  Mr. 
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Valpine^  to  whom  you  allude.  I  had 
orderS;,  wJiich  it  zvas  neither  my  interest 
nor  duty  to  disobey,  to  supply  Mr.  Hor- 
ton  with  cash  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two 
thousand  pounds^  upon  a  general  order 
signed  by  Mr.  Valpine.  Further  I 
cannot^  at  present^  explain^  but  on  my 
return  to  London,  in  a  few  days,  I  shall 
perhaps  be  duly  authorized  to  mention 
the  name  of  the  person  from  whom 
these  orders  were  received  ;  in  the  mean 
time 

I  remain;, 
Sir, 
with  all  respect 
your  humble  servant, 

"  Aaron  Settlebrigut/* 
Wakefield, 
October  23d;  17—. 

-  Had  there  been  any  doubt  before  of 
villany,  the  above  letter  would  have 
sufficiently  removed  it ;  although  the 
banker,  it  was  evident,  from  the   style 
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of  his  letter^  was  not  a  partner  therein. 
The  earl  had  no  sooner  perused  it^  than 
he  lamented  the  precipitancy  of  his  in- 
dignation^  which  had  obliged  him  to 
dismiss  Valpiae  so  abruptly.  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  however^  observed,  that  as  the 
principal  would  now  be  brought  to  light, 
is  was  not  of  much  consequence.  But 
the  good  rector's  expectations  were  again 
nipped  in  the  bud.  Mr.  Settlebright 
was  seized  with  a  malignant  fever  the 
day  he  wrote  his  satisfactory  letter,  and 
died  after  a  severe  illness  of  eight  and 
forty  hours. 

Thus  was  the  hand  of  Providence 
still  suspended  over  the  dark  veil  that 
concealed  the  fortunes  of  our  hero,  but 
it  was  not  withdrawn, — and  though  Val- 
pine,  flown  nobody  knew  whither,  and 
Mr.  Settlebright  dead,  all  hope  of  dis- 
covery seemed  to  be  at  an  end,  yet  was 
this  discovery  in  a  state  of  dreadful  pre- 
paration to  burst  with  awful  and  unex- 
pected  thunder   on   the   heads   of  th© 
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guiltj  1   Severe  was  the  disappointment 
experienced  by  the  good  old  rector  from 
this  unfortunate  catastrophe.     Lord  Ar- 
de'ndale  felt  scarcely  less  concerned^  and 
poor  Ralph  was   driven  byit,  almost  to 
distraction.        There  was^    then^    some 
secret  and  superior  mover  that  regulated 
his  destiny ;  but  who  ?   Could    it  be    a 
parent  ?    Major  Penrose*s  suggestion  ne- 
ver struck   with  greater  force  upon    his 
mind  :    and  even  the  carl  and  Mr.  Dcn- 
ham   again    recurred    to  it.     The   only 
thing,  now,  to  be  done,  was  to  Uy  Val- 
pine  once  more;   but  Valpine    was    not 
to  be    found, — and    after  three  rr   four 
day's  search  after  him,  the  maUer   was^ 
for  the  presentj^dropped.     '"^  We  must,*' 
said  Mr.  Denham  to  Ralph,  ''  leave   it, 
now  my  child   entirely  to  Him  who  can 
alone,   and    \si\\.    doubt    it   not,    when 
least  we  think  of  it,  bring  all    to   light. 
Let  us  not  repine  at  a  delay  which  may 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  great  end 
of  justice,    but    rest  satisfied  that  our 
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'••  own  weak  exertions  l)ave  not  been  want- 
ing to  bring  it  about.'* 

In  the  mean  time  that  fatal  passion, 
wbicb^  in  spite  of  his  utmost  endea- 
vours our  hero  could  not  subdue,  had 
begun  to  sap  the  foundation  of  his 
health.  It  was  in  vain  for  him  to  fly 
from  the  occasional  conversations  of 
Louisa  ;  to  turn  from  her  fascinating 
smiles,  and  those  sweet  and  encouraging 
attentions,  which,  though  meant  and  er- 
roneously supposed  by  her  to  proceed 
from  friendship  only,  were  the  pure 
tributes  of  a  far  tenderer  regard.  He 
yielded,  therefore,  to  the  infatuation, 
and  as  he  began  to  cherish  the  gloomy 
presages  of  approaching  decay,  endea- 
voured to  satisfy  his  conscience,  that  he 
might,  for  the  short  time  he  lived,  in- 
duloe  freely  in  the  sweet  converse  of  her 
he  loved,  without  injuring  the  cause  of 
honour.  Little,  however,  did  he  sus- 
pect the  real  state  of  his  mistress's  heart, 
Louisa,  indeed,   did  not  suspect  ij;  her- 
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self,  but  the  time  was  approacblng  when 
fate  had  determined  to  reveal  it  to  him 
bj  an  accident  which  no  hnraan  fore- 
sight could  have  prevented.  How  this 
accident  was  brought  about,  and  what 
were  the  consequences,  time  will  show. 

One  day,  after  a  long  private  conver- 
sation with  the  earl,  Mr.  Denhani  sum- 
moned Ralph  to  his  room,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed him  :  ''  My  dear  boy,  as  our 
enquiries  after  Yalpine  have  proved 
fruitless,  and  as^  without  his  assistance^ 
your  parentage  must  still  remain  a  se- 
cret, though  your  inhuman  relative, 
whether  male  or  female,  may  be  now 
living  in  the  next  street,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  return  to  my  parish- 
ioners. In  conversing  wi(h  lord  Ar- 
dendale  on  the  subject  this  morning,  he 
suddenly  demanded  what  were  my  pur- 
poses in  regard  to  you,  and  how  I  meant 
io  establish  you  in  life  ?  I  told  him  that 
Diy  design  was,  if  you  approved  of  it 
yourself,    to  qualify  you   for   holy  or- 
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ders.  '^  I  am  convinced/'  saidl^  ''  my 
lord,  that  his  morals  are  pure,  and  the 
suavity  of  his  disposition,  and  serious 
turn  of  his  mind  will  make  the  av^ful 
and  exalted  duty  of  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  more  pleasant  to  him,  than  a  dry 
and  laborious  application  necessary  for 
physic  or  the  law.*' — ''  I  am  happy,'' 
replied  the  generous  carl,  ''  that  such 
is  your  determination,  and  hope  the 
plan  I  have  to  propose  will  be  neither 
disagreeable  to  yourself  nor  our  young 
friend.     The  present  incumbent  of  the 

living  of  11 ■,  v\l  ich  is  in  my  gift,  is 

now  in  so  daj^gerous  a  state  of  health, 
that  his  gror.it  age  makes  it  almost  im- 
possible he  should  recover,  or,  that  ad- 
mitting his  recovery,  he  should  long 
survive  the  effects  of  his  late  attack. 
As  he  is  a  man  of  great  piety  and  worth, 
and  will  leave  behind  him  two  amiable 
young  women,  his  grand-daughters,  un- 
provided for  ;  I  should  not  wish  the  ad- 
vantages  of  the    benefice   to   be   taken 
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from  them.  Mj  plan  is^  therefore^  to 
make  Ralph  a  presentation  of  the  living", 
provided  he  should  fancy  or  select  for  a 
wife,  the  eldest  girl,  for  whose  virtuous 
and  amiable  character  I  vt^ill  he  answer- 
able.— '*^Good  God  !  Sir/'  exclaimed  our 
hero,  ^'^  What  do  you  say?'*-^"^  You 
do  not,  then,"  continued  the  rector,  cast- 
ing a  look  of  melancholy  gravity  upon 
his  pupil,  ''  approve  of  this  scheme  ?" 
^ — ''^Oh!  my  friend; ''replied  Reybridge, 
recollecting*  himself,  and  grasping  his 
tutor's  hand,  *'  I  do,  I  d.o  approve ! 
How  can  I  refuse  to  acquiesce  in  any 
scheme  which  jou  have  sanctioned  ? 
Could  I  bear  to  reflect  that  I  had  ever 
rejected,  in  the  moments  of  blind  infa- 
tuation, so  benevolent,  so  noble  an  of- 
fer?"— '"Alas!"  replied  the  good  old 
man  with  a  sigh,  ''  I  see,  too  late  I  see 
the  error  I  have  committed,  my  poor 
boy,  in  bringing  you  here.     The  infant 

passion  which  I  discovered    at  P n, 

hag  noWj   through   my  negligence  and 
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inattention,  grown  into  a  flame,  and  no- 
thing remains  but  to  hasten  from  fur- 
ther danger.  You  must  leave  London 
privately.  I  will  explain  to  lord  Ar- 
dendale,  as  well  as  I  can,  the  reason 
that  I  have  compelled  you  so  abruptly 
to  depart.  The  subject  of  the  living 
shall  at  present  be  laid  aside,  and  though 
I  am  well  aware  that  in  your  present 
frame  of  mind  you  believe  it  impossible 
you  should  ever  love  any  other  woman 
than  Louisa  Leybrook  ;  yet,  remember, 
dear  Ralph,  that  virtue,  to  him  who 
knows  how  to  estimate  her,  is,  in  all 
forms  attractive,  and  though  she  may 
originally  have  attached  the  heart  in  the 
more  glowing  and  more  fascinating  or- 
nament of  beauty,  she  loses  nothing  of 
her  intrinsic  worth  when  more  humbly 
clad  ;  and  will  be  still  your  security  for 
happiness  in  the  state  of  wedlock.  The 
diamond,  that  but  faintly  gleams  in  the 
mine,  cannot  be  preferred  to  the  brilliant 
that  sparkles  in  the  crown^  but  the  real 
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value  is  the  same.** — "  No,  Sir/*  ex- 
claimed our  hero,  ''  this  shall  not  be  ; 
kind  and  considerate  as  you  are,  mildlj 
as  you  have  ever  passed  over  my  many 
follies,  I  cannot  consent  to  involve  you 
in  this,  the  w^orst  of  all.  The  earl  must 
not  know  my  weakness,  and  doubt  not, 
my  revered  friend,  but  I  will  conquer 
it.  But  you  must  assist  my  endeavours, 
dear  Sir,  by  employing  me  in  some  bu- 
siness that  may  divert  ray  mind  from 
dangerous  contemplations;  in  the  mean 
time  I  will  try  to  reconcile  it  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  embracing  the  nohle  offer  of 
lord  Ardendale."' — *'  That  was  spoken 
like  ray  pupil  !"  replied  the  rector,  ten- 
derly embracing  bira,  *'  yes,  my  dear 
boy ;  I  will  find  you  an  employment 
that  shall  allow  you  no  opportunity  of 
indulging  painful  remembrances,  and 
your  patron  shall  remain  ignorant  of 
your  passion.  His  lordship  is  not  anxi- 
ous for  your  decision  in  regard  to  his 
proposal,   but   1  thinks    fpr  your   own 
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sake^  you  had  better  make  up  jour  mind 
soon.  A  fortnight^  I  think,  will  enable 
you/*— ^'  YeSjSir  ;"  replied  Ralph  with 
a  sigh  that  smote  the  old  rector  to  the 
hearty  '^  I  hope  in  that  time  I  shall  have 
reconciled  myself  to  the  arrangement." 
— ''Well,  then/'  replied  Mr.  Denham, 
"  I  shall  stay  another  fortnight  with  the 
earl." 

The  employment  marked  out  by  the 
rector  for  Ralph,  was  a  course  of  clas- 
sical and  devotional  exercises,  prepara^ 
tory  to  his  taking  the  necessary  degrees 
at  the  university;  the  earl,  in  the  mean 
time,  was  rather  surprised  that  Mr. 
Denham  did  not  inform  him  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  proposal  which  he  concluded 
had  been  made,  but  as  the  subject  was 
of  a  delicate  nature,  the  resumption  of 
it,  on  his  part,  was  out  of  the  question. 

Poignant,  hovi'ever,  as  were  the  suf- 
ferings of  Rey bridge  wheu  he  reflc  ted 
on  the  terrible  sacrifice  he  was  about  to 
make  to  honour  and  gratitude,  those  of 
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the  fair  Louisa  were  scarcely  less  to  be 
deplored.    The  grateful  and  affectionate 
esteem^,    which^   from  the   first  hour  of 
her   acquaintance   with    our   hero,  had 
been  gradually  expanding  in  her  bosom, 
had  now  ripened  into  love,  and  she  was 
too  late    in  perceiving  the   danger    into 
which    her   imprudence    had    led   her. 
Great,  therefore,  were  the  struggles  be- 
tween honour   and   passion.     Her  heart, 
sometimes   a   specious  reasoner,    would 
tell  her  that  as  no   actual  promise  had 
been  made  to  lord  Westmere,  she  could 
not  be.  obliged  to  give  him  a  preference, 
and  that  the  one   given  to  her  grandfa- 
ther, under  the  impression  of  her  fears 
for  his  life,  ought  not  to  interfere  with 
her  real   happiness.     The   cooler  moni- 
tor,  conscience,  however,  dictated  ano- 
ther decision,  and  for  the  present  came 
off  victorious. 

Lord  Westmere*s  conduct,  in  the  mean 
time,  continued  to  improve  not  only  in 
the  eyes  of  his  father,  but  in  Mr.  Den- 

VOL.  IIJ,  N 
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ham's.  He  entered  but  sparingly  into 
the  amusements  of  the  town^  and  then 
always  with  his  father  and  Louisa,  to 
whom  his  attentions  were  tender,  but 
respectful.  Some  hours  of  the  day  he 
devoted  to  study,  and  always  mingled  in 
tlie  conversation  of  the  table  in  such  a 
manner  as  made  it  apparent  it  was  ra- 
ther with  a  view  to  receive,  than  to  give 
information.  To  our  hero  he  was  still 
distant,  but  no  longer  unfriendly;  on 
the  contrary,  he  would  frequently  de- 
mand of  the  earl,  the  rector,  and  even 
Miss  Leybrook^whether  Mr.  Reybridge 
could  not  be  established  in  some  re- 
spectable profession. 

But  the  strongest  of  all  proofs  in 
Louisa's  mind,  that  her  destined  lord 
had  really  begun  to  reform  his  manners 
and  temper,  was,  that  he  had  never,  in 
any  one  instance,  betrayed  a  jealousy  of 
Ralph,  though  she  was  conscious  she 
had,  in  some  unguarded  moments,  given 
sufficient  cause.     This  unexpected  con- 
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duct,  evincing  so  great  a  confidence  in 
her  honour,  at  once  pleased  and  sur- 
prised her,  and  it  was  no  small  conso- 
lation to  her  heart,  when  she  reflected 
that  she  might  shortly  becoaie  his  wife. 
Yet  there  were  moments  when  a  less 
partial  observer  might  have  seen  gloom 
and  inquietude  on  the  young  lord's 
brow  ;  and  that  the  rule  of  life,  and  cast 
of  character  he  was  supporting,  were 
but  assumed.  Louisa  was,  perhaps,  the 
only  person  who  remarked  thLse  occa- 
sional abstractions  of  mind,  but  she  at- 
tributed them  to  the  state  of  uncertainty 
in  which  he  was  still  living  in  regard 
to  her — an  uncertainty  which  she  some- 
times thought  it  would  be  better  to  re- 
move at  once  by  a  voluntary  oifer  of  her 
hand,  than  to  suffier  an  increasing  predi- 
lection in  favour  of  our  hero  to  render 
a  contrary  decision  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Reybridge,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  suddenly  missed  by  lord  Ardendale 
from  the   evening    conversations,     and 
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and  sometimes  musical  parties,  in  Gros- 
venor- square.  Ihe  excuses  Mr.  Den- 
ham  made  for  his  absence,  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  earl  with  his  usual  po- 
liteness and  deference  to  his  friend's  opi- 
nioU;,  but  still  it  was  impossible  for  him 
not  occasionally  to  observe,  that  too 
much  study  of  an  evening  might  damp 
his  natural  vivacity.  Perbaps  his  lord- 
ship had  some  idea  of  the  real  cause  of 
his  absence,  but  he  never  ventured  a  hint 
on  the  subject,  even  to  Mr.  Denham. 
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